
1 
 

4th of July at Howland’s by S/C David Collins 

Of cruises and yacht renaming ceremonies: … 

 

The combined CYC and LAYC fleets fill the cove for the July 4th 2016 cruise. 

Why would the wind decide to swing out of the south on such an auspicious weekend occasion? Well it 

did, and the cruisers from CYC found themselves pounding into an unusual chop ‘on the nose’ as they 

made the crossing to Howland’s. HiPer spent as much time on port as she did on starboard, which had 

not even been mentioned in the cruise brochure! 

Friday night was fairly quiet at the BBQ and the weekend was launched with a modest opening. But by 

Saturday afternoon the cove was full with the combined fleets from CYC and LAYC. At 5:00 pm the CYC 

contingent all gathered on Peter and Connie Webster’s new yacht which is a Selene 53 trawler. This 

vessel has a resplendent interior fitted out with dark wood paneling, twin master suites and a huge fly 

bridge. The picture shows the official renaming ceremony which was presided over by S/C Bill Petersen 

and bestowed on the yacht its new name, “Next Chapter”. Purchased in Washington, the new owners 

recently brought the boat south to join the fleet. You will see this beautiful craft in the marina when you 

are down at the Club: A proud addition to our Power Fleet. 
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Renaming “Next Chapter” 

Thanks to the working party in May, the Howland’s facility is now in excellent shape and dinner on 

Saturday was a spirited affair which again brought the combined clubs together for an evening of 

community interchange. Sunday morning, after the traditional 8:00am LAYC canons, most of the activity 

in the cove was from the camp which was in full swing and provided endless entertainment for those of 

us who had completed our hikes and happily enjoyed the parade of youngsters paddling, swimming, 

snorkeling, dinghy sailing or just playing with the camp’s water toys. 

Because of the holiday on Monday, and the fact that most visitors to Catalina would depart that day, 

fireworks were scheduled for Sunday night, and viewing options presented a conundrum – whether to 

dinghy to the Isthmus or just watch the fireworks from Howland’s – but local knowledge told us that the 

display would be on view from the beach, and sure enough at 9:00 pm the first of many rooster tails 

exploded in the night sky. Firewood is plentiful at the cove since six trees were cut down in the spring so 

the fire pit did good work keeping the party warm as we watched the annual display out by Bird Rock. 

Monday morning the fleets began to depart for home or other points on Catalina. A memorable 

weekend with good friends provided excellent company for all who attended. LAYC had told us that this 

is a low key gathering at Howland’s but it still created a splendid weekend on the island, and a 

wonderful preview of coming attractions at our new shared facility on Catalina. 
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In the meantime remember that we can use the cove whenever we wish but be sure to check with 

layc.org to see if they have an event planned for a particular weekend. The weekdays are almost always 

available. Do not use the dock unless you have a dinghy tag, dogs must be on the leash and all garbage 

must come back to the mainland. There is no clean-up service provided at Howland’s. Mooring 

reservations must be made by Wednesday noon of the week you plan to go, and if you are successful 

you will be notified on Thursday. Fire presents a very particular danger this summer so please stay very 

vigilant. Enjoy our wonderful facility. 


