Corsair Yacht Club 

Emerald Bay Facility Cove Use Guidelines

The Corsair Yacht Club

The Corsair Yacht Club was founded in 1937, and the Club Bylaws limit membership to 75 families. In 1961, the club received permission from the Catalina Island Company to lease the land that is now known as "Corsair Cove" in Emerald Bay. The early members hauled concrete block, pipe, boards, sacks of cement, picks, shovels, etc. to Emerald Bay on private boats, and then carried each item to shore in dinghies. Each year since, the members have scheduled two official "work parties" in the early spring to clean up the growth of weeds from the winter, repair the ravages of nature, re-gravel the walkways, repair plumbing and electrical devices, etc. Being a remote and outdoor facility, nature does take its annual toll. However, the beautiful results are always worthwhile, and the club has received widespread recognition from other yacht clubs up and down the coast. The State of California Department of Marine Parks Commission has named Corsair Cove as one of the finest facilities on the California Coast. Each year, over a dozen other yacht clubs have made a cruise to Corsair Cove in Emerald Bay a regular part of their annual events.

The following information is offered to make your visit pleasant and enjoyable.

Corsair Cove Facilities

The facilities are located at the Western end of Emerald Bay, about 100 yards down the beach (East) from the Boy Scouts of America facilities. The access to the cove is by dinghy, with a sand and gravel beach located right in front of the cove (there is no Dinghy Dock!). It is a good idea to tie the dinghies together or onto the pipe on top of the short retaining wall, since sometimes the high tide has been known to steal a dinghy off the beach. Some of the best entertainment of the night is watching your friends launch their dinghies from shore (if there are any waves that night). For over 55 years, Corsairs have been doing this without much complaint, so don't worry ... just enjoy the fun. Loading and unloading at the Boy Scout Camp dock, though legal, is discouraged and you can not tie up there; besides it is a long walk on a rocky beach.

The cove has clean, drinkable water flowing from any water faucet. There is a locked valve that can only be unlocked with a 'member' key, of which we loan to each visiting Yacht Club. Water is expensive on the Island, so please use it sparingly, and be sure to lock up the valve when you leave the cove.

There are two flushing toilets (up the walkway to the back), and we try to stock them with toilet paper for visiting clubs. However, if another club was there ahead of you, they may have used up the extra supplies. To be safe, carry a few rolls up with you.

The member key also will unlock the lockers under the concrete "bunker" that is located between the barbecue grills and the sinks. You will find basic cleaning supplies, cooking utensils, matches, etc. in that locker. You need to carry your own charcoal for the barbecue grills. We generally use 4 to 6 of the 20pound bags per evening to fill up both sides of the barbecue grills. Take along your own charcoal and your own lighter fluid.

NO CAMPING is allowed in the cove. Visiting boaters are expected to sleep on their boats.

The charcoal coals will burn all night. Just lower the grills on top of the coals and leave them to burn out. Do NOT try to hose them down as this just creates a mess. The next morning, after the coals have cooled down, just empty the used up coals (even if some are still warm) into the metal ash cans. (if the cans are full, empty the coals into the fire pit). Corsairs will empty the cans (or clean the pit out) later. We have found this approach to be the safest for those concerned.

Please do not dump any used up coals onto the ground, into open ravines, or into the ocean. 

If there is no shovel near the barbeque area, they are kept in a small shed that is attached to the back of the ladies head, and the member key (loaned to you) will open that lock.

The member key also opens the lock for the main circuit breaker panel, located near the toilets at the top of the cove. Just turn on all circuit breakers at night. When you do, you will see the cove suddenly come to life with beautiful colored lights along the pathways. If you follow the lighted stairway path from the toilets up to "Eagles Nest", the view is extraordinary (day or night). There will also be some large floodlights that will light up the cove for your viewing pleasure (so you can see who you are talking to). On the back side of the bunker next to the sinks, there are 120 volt AC convenience outlets. You can use these for coffee pots, crock pots, boom boxes, etc. (Note: we are in the process of upgrading our electrical system. The small sub-panel near the sinks is not yet ready for use. By the end of the summer, that panel will be operational, and all circuits for the lower part of the cove will be fed by the circuit breakers in the sub-panel. In the meantime, just turn on the circuit breakers in the main panel near the showers.)

There is no ice, so bring in your own if you need any.

During the daylight hours, the only electrical circuit that may be of interest to you is the one that feeds the electric hot water heater for the showers. Yes, you read this right ... HOT WATER SHOWERS! Look at the labels in the circuit breaker panel to find the two that are labeled for the water heater. Please check that the water is turned on before turning on the water heater circuit breaker.

In front of the cove, there is a standard Yacht Club flag mast, so feel free to raise your colors while you are visiting (be sure to bring your officers flags along ... they get cranky if you don't acknowledge them).

There are picnic tables that will seat nearly 200 people. It is always a good idea to assign someone to hose down the tables early in the day so that they will be clean and dry for the dinner festivities. Also, it would be appreciated by whatever club follows yours if you would hose down the tables the next morning before you leave.

After your dinner, enjoy the fire pit for a bonfire. Leave the grill on for safety sake. Be sure to bring along your own firewood for this. We don't appreciate it if someone cuts down our trees for firewood. Please do not put or attempt to burn any plastic materials in the fire pit.
There is no sound system available for visiting clubs, so please bring your own amplifiers / boom boxes if you need them.

Since there is no trash pickup, be sure to take all your trash and garbage with you. DO NOT be tempted to throw garbage into the bushes by your friends who say "it's OK, the animals will eat it". When people do that, it just draws flies, and we don't like flies. DO NOT BURN TRASH as this is against the law and the County Fire Department is watching for this.

The best advice for your final cleanup is to try to leave the cove cleaner than you found it. That way, no one will blame your club for leaving a mess behind. It is important that you close up every locker-and door and fasten the locks when you leave.

Since there may be another club scheduled to arrive on the same day you are departing, please be sure to have the facilities cleaned and ready for use by 12 noon on the day of your departure.

And by the way, don't forget to tell your members about the great snorkeling around the big rock at the entrance of Emerald Bay, known as “Indian Rock”. People pay companies "big bucks" to haul them out to dive in this same spot every weekend.

And, last but not least, there are about 100 moorings available at Emerald on a first come first served basis. There are full-time harbor patrol personnel assigned to Emerald Cove who will be glad to assist you. They will answer on channel-9 or 16, to "Emerald Bay Harbor Patrol".

Corsairs do not have any special privileges to the moorings in Emerald Bay. However, a large percentage of our members are lease holders of moorings. If we agree to dates that you have requested, these dates will not coincide with dates that the Corsair Yacht Club has scheduled events at Emerald Bay. Therefore, all of those Corsair member moorings (about 50) are usually available for assignment by the harbor patrol, on a first come first served basis. If you must anchor, the bottom is sand and usually not more than about 40 foot depth. The harbor patrol can recommend a good anchoring spot for you.

If this is the first trip for some of your members, be sure that they look at the charts carefully. There is a submerged reef on the West Side of the large entrance rock. The safest approach is to enter the harbor with the big rock to your Starboard side. There is a wide main fairway just beyond the rock where you can wait for the harbor patrol to meet you.

Emerald cove can become somewhat "rolling", with waves coming from different directions, so if you have "flopper stoppers" put them out before you retire for the night. It is not much fun to try to put out a flopper stopper in the middle of the night. We have found that the various "anti-roll" devices do make a difference.

We hope that you will enjoy your stay at Emerald Bay, as much as the members of the Corsair Yacht Club do.

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable cruise,
