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Star sightings in the Marina del
Rey night sky are a challenge as
city lights obscure all but the

biggest and brightest. At California
Yacht Club, we’re fortunate to be able
to see stars year-round, regardless of
the time of day. Let me describe my
version of Star Gazing. Throughout
the year, I’ll feature some of our many
members (aka Stars) who have done
something above and beyond. Perhaps
they won an award, did something
unexpectedly kind or helpful, came up
with a great idea, or otherwise
enhanced our Club. The first Stars are
members who are recipients of ASMBYC and SCYA
awards.     

Join me in congratulating Sue Service, ASMBYC
Yachtsman of the Year, for her creative contributions
and exemplary accomplishments to the sport of
yachting in Santa Monica Bay; Duncan Cameron and
crew, recipients of the ASMBYC Rescue Award, for
their outstanding display of heroism and compassion
in locating and rescuing a fellow CYC sailor
accidentally launched overboard during a regatta; and
Patrick Mulcahy, ASMBYC Junior Yachtsman of the
Year, for demonstrating superior sailing ability along
with the highest standards of sportsmanship, all of
whom were honored at ASMBYC’s Installation and
Awards Brunch. 

Receiving accolades from SCYA are Duncan
Cameron, recipient of the SCYA Rescue Award; Erik
Oistad, feted with the Golden Key Award in
recognition of his outstanding service to yachting
communications and the boating community as a ham
radio operator; S/C Bill Stump, recipient of the James
Webster Perpetual Trophy for his outstanding
contribution to yachting; and S/C Rick and Ann
Turner, selected for the George L. and Kay B. Fisher
Memorial Trophy for their distinguished service, as a
couple, to yachting in Southern California over a long
period of time. These awards will be presented by
SCYA at our Opening Day ceremony. Stay tuned for
more Star Gazing throughout the year, and drop me a
line if you spot a bright Star.    

Congratulations as well to our CYC members
who were honored at our fabulous Installation and
Awards Dinner (see story on page 8). Events at CYC

don’t just happen – every successful
Club event reflects the collaboration of
our members and management, and
those efforts deserve recognition.
Thank you Penny Collins for chairing a
beautiful Installation and Awards
Dinner, S/C Bill Stump for your unique
humor and encouraging words as
Installing Officer, S/C Alice Leahey for
your role in the awards presentation,
and Chef Fabio and staff for a delicious
meal. 

The CYCWA Installation Brunch
was a festive affair a week earlier, as
we officially welcomed Executive

Officer Pam Spriggs and her Board. 
January was a whirlwind of activity, with

opportunities scheduled for nearly every day of the
month. I enjoyed seeing so many of you at our
popular Activities Showcase, and hope you were able
to find a new activity to try. This month, I’ll follow
the tradition of the chairing the Epicurean Society’s
annual Sweethearts Dinner with S/C Bill Stump. With
Chef Fabio’s culinary expertise, we’ve planned
“Second Honeymoon: A European Adventure” and
hope you’ll join us on February 12 for a delectable
visit to Italy, France, and other European destinations.
And while you’re thinking about a European
adventure, make plans to join me on the late-August
Commodore’s Cruise along the Danube River from
Budapest, Hungary to Prague, Czech Republic,
touching five countries along the way.

One of the benefits of our Santa Monica Bay
playground is year-round sailing, and February 9-10
marks the 90th annual SCYA Midwinter Regatta at
CYC with the Star, Martin 242, and J/70 fleets, plus
J/24s, Tartan 101s, and J/109s enjoying two days of
unpredictable winter weather. More boats mean more
fun, so register now to enjoy winter sailing in our bay.
Before we know it, it will be Opening Day. Fleet
Captain Monica Antola is planning a full, fun-filled
day for the entire family. Be sure to put March 9 on
your calendar, come early to dress ship, and stay until
evening colors (see the timeline on page 5). There’s so
much to do at our Club, and I encourage you to enjoy
all that CYC has to offer in its 97th year! 

See you at the Club, on and around the water.

From the
Commodore

Commodore 
Debbie Feinerman

Star Gazing, CYC Style
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Holiday Boat Parade

Installation and Awards Dinner

FRONT COVER CYC’s Hal H. Haenel Yachtsman of the Year, Drew Freides,
dominated the International Melges 20 Class, winning back-to-back Melges 20 World
Championships. Drew (white sunglasses) and his Pacific Yankee crew are pictured at
the Opener of the 2017-18 Miami Winter Series that they won, the first regatta in their
2018 World Championship campaign. © Sharon Green / Ultimate Sailing

BACK COVER  Charles-Etienne Devanneaux’s foiling monohull, À Fond le Girafon,
is CYC’s Yacht of the Year for its record-breaking run in the Pacific Cup race to
Hawaii. 

Photo courtesy of Pacific Cup YC 

Epicurean Holiday Dinner
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Opening Day at California Yacht Club is the day our
Club is officially declared to be in commission; that is,
free and clear from ice and debris, signaling we are

open for the yachting season. On Saturday, March 9, we will
welcome dignitaries, guests, and members to enjoy the
ceremony, lunch, and exciting post-ceremony activities.  

Embracing Commodore Debbie Feinerman’s Reach for The
Stars theme, CYC’s Opening Day is shaping up to be a special
event, commencing with skippers dressing ship in the morning
and ending with evening colors.

Come early to enjoy the pre-ceremony music and welcome
guests and dignitaries. The ceremony will begin at 1130 hours.
Following the ceremony, enjoy the delicious buffet luncheon
and partake in the afternoon activities. Opening Day is always a
great time to wander the docks to visit friends old and new on

their boats. Bring your family and friends for an afternoon of
fun-filled activities that will appeal to all ages. The day will end
with a special evening colors ceremony and cannon salute.

Opening ceremony dress for members:

• Club blazer with white shirt or white blouse.
• Trousers, pants, or skirts, traditionally white in color.
• Current red-colored or other official CYC tie for men or

scarf for women, available at the front desk along with the
gold bullion club crest worn on the blazer left-breast pocket.

• Dress shoes in white, black, or tan (may be boat shoes).
• A cap or hat is not considered a part of the CYC attire;

however, you will be in the sun for an hour, so if worn with
the club blazer, it should be conservative with a brim.

Reach for The Stars:
Opening Day, March 9

By Fleet Captain MONICA ANTOLA and S/C BILL MOORE, Protocol Officer

Nothing lets you know it’s Opening
Day like an anchorage full of
boats adorned with signal flags.  

Per tradition, at 0800 hours, yachts
dress ship (or a day or two before for
those not close to the marina) by hoisting
signal flags and pennants providing a
colorful background for the ceremony.
Flags can be in any order. For those with
signal flags, the pattern beginning forward
at the waterline is, in sequence: AB2, UJ1,
KE3, GH6, IV5, FL4, DM7, PO, 3rd
Repeater, RN 1st Repeater, ST Zero, CX9,
WQ8, and ZY 2nd repeater. The sequence
is then repeated until it reaches the stern. 

A prize will be awarded in a random
drawing among the dressed ships on the
finger having the greatest percentage of
boats dressed for Opening Day. 

Dress Ship for
Opening Day

By Port Captain
CHRISTINA TARANTOLA
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Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in
America; currently more than 3 million
people of all ages are playing in the U.S.  At

the 2018 Nationals there were over 2,200 players
from 46 states and 8 countries. 

Here at CYC, we’ve been playing since 2011
and were the first pickleball in L.A. County. We
usually play doubles on Saturday mornings and
Monday evenings. 

So, what is this sport? It has been described as a
combination of tennis, badminton, paddle tennis, and ping-pong,
played on a badminton-sized court with a low net using a Wiffle
ball and big ping-pong-like paddles. It is easy for beginners to
learn, but can develop into a fast-paced, competitive game for
experienced players. Basically, it is a typical court ball game
where you hit the ball over the net and the opponents hit back
until someone hits it into the net or out of bounds. There are a
couple of special rules that give the game its unique flavor.
Typically, you can learn the rules and be playing in 20 minutes.

The game has exploded in Southern California. There are
regular games in Santa Monica, Venice, El Segundo, Manhattan
Beach, Hermosa Beach, and Torrance. You can play every day
of the week – and sometimes I do. (Incidentally, they play
pickleball at Del Rey YC.) To give you an idea of the game’s
expansion, in Santa Monica, on the weekends, there are 12
courts in use at Memorial Park.

Is it for old people? Absolutely! And young people and
everyone in between. At the Nationals there were 13 age
brackets, starting at 19 and topping out at 80+! How much
exercise is it?  Well, there’s less running than tennis, but you
still have to be able to move. 

New players are welcome. We have loaner paddles for you.
Want to learn more? Contact Co-chairs Jim Ach or Susan Silver.

Pickleball: Funny Name for a Fun Sport
By JIM ACH, Pickleball Chair

At a recent evening game, Dave Paquin
(partner Jill Jenson) returns a ball to
opponents V/C Stephanie Weston and Yemi
Durosinmi-Etti.
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W elcome to our 97th
year – Reach for the
Stars!” So ended our

annual Installation of Officers and
Awards Dinner with a Champagne
toast to CYC’s new Commodore,
Debbie Feinerman. As tradition
has it, the evening began with the
traditional receiving line at the
bottom of the atrium stairs,
offering hugs and handshakes
from the incoming Bridge,
outgoing Commodore, and their
spouses. Spoiler alert: This gang
started the party early with an
upstairs sampling of hors
d’oeuvres and sparkling wine.  

The munchies during our
cocktail hour included lamb
medallions, scallop ceviche, and
tomato tartlets, all served to the
tunes of pianist Ron Howard.
Once all the Staff Commodores
and Bridge assembled upstairs –
not an easy task with 17 Commodores of decades past trying to
sort out who served before whom – CYCWA EO Pam Spriggs
introduced them as they waltzed into the dining room to movie-
themed music spun by DJ Scott Jarema. Movie music? Of
course! Debbie’s other home-away-from-home, Paramount
Pictures, provided a medley of famous theme songs for this
presentation, culminating with the “Mission Impossible” ditty
when she and S/C Bill Stump entered.  

Dinner for our 120 guests, prepared by Chef Fabio and his
staff, was a sumptuous offering of butternut squash soup, and
potato-crusted halibut or grilled filet mignon, accompanied by
new, interesting wines discovered by Food and Beverage
Director Steve Bell – a 2016 red from Sicily and a 2017 white
from Spain. The sparkling wine also was from Spain, Opera
Prima Brut. By the time speeches and presentations began, we
were deep into dessert, a to-die-for chocolate and framboise
crème brulee.

Outgoing Commodore, i.e., Junior Staff Commodore Mike
Blecher, grabbed the microphone first, thanking all who helped
make 2018 such a success and, of course, praising Barbie for
helping him all along the way. The Commodore’s journey is a
fast-paced one, so Mike, like his predecessor had to him,
jovially counseled Debbie to appreciate the effort and enjoy the
ride, leaving a letter of advice and encouragement for her on
the podium. Next up, S/C Alice Leahey presented CYC’s
yachting awards for 2018.

CYC takes pride in the accomplishments of its top sailors
and the unflagging service of our volunteers. Our four most
prestigious awards recognize these achievements: Hal H.

Haenel Yachtsman of the Year –
presented to Drew Freides for his
domination of the International
Melges 20 Class; Michael F.
Braney Sportsman of the Year –
presented to S/C Tom O’Conor for
years of support to Sail Committee
and its racing program; Charles F.
Hathaway Long Distance Cruising
Award – presented to Betsy and
Kenny Linn for years of sailing all
about the Pacific on their 52’
Alcyone; and CYC Yacht of the
Year – presented to Charles-Etienne
Devanneaux and his foiling
monohull, À Fond le Girafon, for
its record-breaking run in the
Pacific Cup race to Hawaii. The big
surprise of the evening was the
presentation of our coveted Signal
Service Award by CYC President
Steve Hathaway to Charles Pascal
for his undying devotion to and
support of CYC's Radio Amateur

Group (our hams). Highlights of these and all our other CYC
award winners are detailed in the accompanying article on
page 12.

No installation would be complete without the swearing in
of our 2019 Fleet Officers and Bridge Officers. In the first
category, Fleet Budget Officer Mark Pinkerton, Fleet Secretary
Hunter Gorog, Fleet Judge Advocate Cole Sheridan, and
returning Fleet Surgeon Harlan Gibbs, M.D., happily received
their flags of office and the responsibilities that come with
them. Working up the Bridge ladder, Christina Tarantola was
installed as Port Captain, Monica Antola as Fleet Captain, Tim
Clarke as Rear Commodore, SEO Stephanie Weston as Vice
Commodore, and, finally, Debbie Feinerman as Commodore.
Installing Officer S/C Bill Stump distributed their new flags of
office and a few rhyming words of sage advice for the year
ahead. For the Commodore, her sendoff poem was:

Have lotsa fun and remember this cheer
Women may be from Venus, men from Mars
But, together, we can Reach for the Stars!

Commodore Feinerman’s message to the dinner gathering
was simple and sincere – enjoy your Club, get involved in new
activities, meet and make new friends, strive to make our Club
better, and ... Reach for the Stars! After a hearty Champagne
toast to Debbie's vision and success, we danced the night away.  

A special thanks to Installation Dinner Chair Penny
Collins, photographer Kevin Roznowski, General Manager
Michele Underwood, and all the CYC staff.

Installation and Awards Dinner
By S/C BILL STUMP

“

S/C Bill Stump leads the toast to the 2019 Bridge
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2019 Bridge: Fleet Captain Monica Antola, Vice Commodore Stephanie Weston,
Commodore Debbie Feinerman, Rear Commodore Tim Clarke, and Port Captain
Christina Tarantola

Fleet Officers: Fleet Judge Advocate Cole
Sheridan, Fleet Budget Officer Mark Pinkerton,
and Fleet Secretary Hunter Gorog

Jr. S/C Mike Blecher presents a larger-than-life Commodore’s flag to
Commodore Debbie Feinerman

Commodore Debbie Feinerman receives her flag
from S/C Bill Stump

Commodore Feinerman and family: Adam Reuss, Stephanie Feinerman, Jon Brown,
Danielle Brown, S/C Bill Stump, Commodore Debbie Feinerman, David Feinerman, and
Becky Gordon

Jr. SEO Diane Howard cozying up to
Ron Howard, at the piano
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S/C SEO Betta Mortarotti and
Guido

CYCWA Executive Officer Pam Spriggs
and Commodore Debbie Feinerman
share a toast

S/C Bob Patterson and Kathy

S/C SEO Betta Mortarotti, CYC’s first
woman commodore with 2019
Commodore Debbie Feinerman

S/C Cheryl Mahaffey and Ray S/C Alice Leahey and Bob
Congdon

S/C Ann Ach and JimS/C Richard Mainland and
Janice

S/C Anne Sacks S/C Bill Watkins and SEO Carol

CYC President Steve Hathaway and Stephanie
flank Honorary SEO Patty Hathaway

S/C David Collins and Installation Dinner
Chair Penny

S/C Uta Leslie
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N umerous recognitions and accolades were awarded to
Club members in 2018.  The following members
were honored at the Installation and Awards Dinner.  

Drew Freides
Hal H. Haenel Yachtsman of the Year
YRUSC Yachtsman Excellence Award

To win a world championship in a highly competitive
international class is impressive. Winning a second world
championship in that class is exceptional. Winning back-to-
back world championships in the International Melges 20
Class is remarkable, and led to Drew’s recognition as CYC’s
Yachtsman of the Year and recipient of YRUSC’s Yachtsman
Excellence Award for 2018.

At the world championship, Drew came from behind in
the last race, passing the lead boat less than 100 meters from

the finish, to win that race and the World Championship by
just one point. With that, Drew became only the second
skipper to win consecutive Melges 20 World Championships.
Racing with Drew were longtime crewmates Charlie Smythe
and Morgan Reeser. 

À Fond le Girafon
Yacht of the Year

The Beneteau Figaro 3, À Fond le Girafon, is owned and
skippered by Charles-Etienne Devanneaux. Girafon held off
more than 60 other sailboats in the 2018 Pacific Cup and was
first-to-finish at Kanoehe Bay on the island of Oahu, 11 days
after leaving San Francisco. A one-design, foiling monohull,
the Figaro 3 features a radical foiling system that not only
generates lift but also reduces drag and provides stability
while heeling. 

À Fond le Girafon roughly translates to “crazy little baby
giraffe.” Southern California sailors will enjoy the sight of her
black sails, yellow spinnaker, and bright orange hydrofoils
racing around Santa Monica Bay as she prepares for the 2019
Transpacific Yacht Race. 

Charles Pascal
Signal Service Award

Since joining CYC in 2008, Charlie Pascal has overseen
our Radio Amateur Group and our base station that now allows

CYC Award Winners Reach for the Stars

Jr. S/C Mike Blecher with Yachtsman of the Year Drew Friedes

Charles-Etienne Devanneaux (right) proudly holds the Yacht of
the Year half-hull trophy with Jr. S/C Mike Blecher

Signal Service Award recipient Charles Pascal and CYC
President Steve Hathaway
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sailors around the world to communicate with Winlink, a
global radio email service. He received his first amateur radio
license in 1962. In 1985, he began teaching amateur radio in
Santa Monica for PNP School of Amateur Radio, and in the
following year began teaching amateur radio license
preparation for boaters in Marina del Rey. Since then, more
than 10,000 of Charlie’s students have passed all classes of
both amateur and commercial FCC tests. His students have
come from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department,
General Telephone, Pepperdine University, Children’s
Hospital, the City of Santa Monica, UCLA, Culver City, Sony
Pictures, and CYC. In fact, many of our members who work
on race committee have received their ham license through
his classes at CYC. 

S/C Tom O’Conor
Michael F. Braney Sportsmanship Award

In addition to serving as CYC’s Commodore, S/C Tom
O’Conor has served as a member of the PHRF Board; as a
director of Transpacific Yacht Club; as Fleet Captain and class
measurer of the Martin 242 class; as PRO for many notable
regattas; and as a member of CYC’s Sail Committee for most
of the last 20 years, including three years as Chair. 

For many years, Tom was responsible for building and
maintaining the permanent marks that all yacht clubs in
Marina del Rey use to run races, and he has been part of the
team that produces the race documents that govern the
regattas hosted by CYC. 

Betsy and Kenny Linn
Charles F. Hathaway Long Distance Cruising Trophy
Since leaving California at the end of 2013, Betsy and

Kenny have traveled over 10,000 nautical miles in their 52’
Beneteau 523
sailboat, Alcyone.
They cruised Pacific
Mexico through
2015, then continued
to El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Costa
Rica, Western
Panama, the Panama
Canal, and Eastern
Panama.  

They did the
Pacific Puddle Jump
in 2017, reaching
French Polynesia, the
Cook Islands, and Tonga, ending the year in New Zealand.  

2018 took them to Tonga and Fiji, including Beqa Island,
where they joined the CYC Commodore’s Cruise.

They are considering cruising back to Mexico, and splitting
each year between the Unites States and cruising Alcyone in
Pacific Mexico.  

Duncan Cameron and the crew of Trust Me
ASMBYC and SCYA Rescue Awards

During last May’s DRYC Berger Race, Mistral suffered a
catastrophic failure of her steering system, resulting in
helmsman Helen Brierley being launched into the side of the
boat and then over the guardrail, breaking a couple ribs in the
process. Without steering, Mistral was unable to return to its
lifejacket-less crewmember.  

Duncan got Trust Me to the approximate position of the
incident. In strong winds and heavy seas, Trust Me
meticulously performed a search pattern.  

Only after 20 minutes of unwavering effort did one crew
member of Trust Me spot Helen in a glimpse at the top of a
wave.  They brought the tired, determined, and hypothermic
victim aboard and delivered her to the emergency services
awaiting their arrival in the marina.  

The actions of Duncan and his crew on Trust Me that day
were both exemplary and life-saving.  

Duncan Cameron and the crew of Trust Me

Kenny and Betsy Linn
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Jr. S/C Mike Blecher presents S/C Tom O’Conor with the
Michael F. Braney Sportsmanship Award
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Gavin McJones
YRUSC Youth Excellence Award

Gavin is one of the top young sailors in Southern
California. He competes in the Laser Radial and the CFJ.
In 2018, Gavin scored podium finishes in many regattas,
including the Olympic Classes Regatta in San Diego (first
in Laser Radial) and the 2017-2018 Shadden Series
Regatta (first in the CFJ). He has competed nationally and
internationally, coming in as the fifth-place U.S. competitor
in the Laser Radial at the Laser Radial Youth Worlds in
Kiel, Germany.  Not only has Gavin been busy at CYC, but
he has also volunteered at Los Angeles YC by holding the
position of Jr. Commodore of LAYC. 

Allie Blecher  
YRUSC Yacht Service Award

Allie has been recognized for mentoring youth sailors,
particularly young women. Since 2012, she has included
junior sailors in the Linda Elias Memorial Women’s One
Design Regatta. In 2017, she began working with the
Magenta Project, whose mission is accelerating women in
sailing and industry. Allie has introduced young women to
high-performance boats and gotten them crew positions on
adult keelboat teams. In 2018, when she was CYC’s
skipper in the Lipton Cup Challenge at San Diego Yacht
Club, she recruited a collegiate sailor, Simone Staff, to join
CYC’s team.

Allie Blecher

Gavin McJones
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Sue Service
ASMBYC Senior Yachtsman of the Year

Sue has been active in race management since joining
CYC in 2011. She served as Sail Committee Chair in 2015
and as Regatta Chair for important events, such as the 2017
Laser Midwinters West and the 2018 CFJ Nationals. She is
usually on the race committee for any event in which she is
not competing. 

Sue has been a leader in efforts to enhance women’s
participation in sailing. Sue is also an avid racer. She was an
integral part of the J/105 and J/109 Grace O’Malley teams.
Currently she is a frequent competitor as part of the crew on
Blarney. She was team captain for CYC’s entry in the 2018
Linda Elias Memorial Women’s One Design Regatta.

Patrick Mulcahy
ASMBYC Junior Yachtsman of the Year

Patrick has been racing for CYC since 2016. In the past
year he has specialized as a crew in the C420 class while still
racing other classes and also coaching beginner sailors. Some
of his results in the C420 include first at the C420 National
Championship out of 146 competitors, first at the C420
Pacific Coast Championship, fourth at the C420 North
American Championship, and first in the SCYYRA C420
Perry series. In the International 420 class, he won the Pacific
Coast Championship. In keelboats, Patrick’s team placed third
at the US Sailing Youth Match Racing Championship (also
known as the Rose Cup). 

Sue Service

Patrick Mulcahey
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S/C Rick and Ann Turner
SCYA George L. and Kay B. Fisher 

Memorial Trophy
In 23 years at CYC, Rick and Ann have

contributed in many ways. They are devoted race
committee members. They chaired the 2008 Junior
Olympics, 2009 CFJ Nationals, and 2010 Star North
Americans. Ann updated the Club’s extensive
collection of perpetual trophies, cataloging the trophies
with their deeds of gift. Ann served as editor of the
Breeze, CYC’s Fleet Secretary, and CYC’s Calendar
Chair. Rick has served on CYC’s Junior Committee,
and of course, was CYC Commodore in 2015. Their
service to the wider Southern California sailing
community is extensive, including leadership of high
school sailing activities, the US Sabot Association,
ASMBYC, and SCYA, and volunteering at the Rose
Bowl Regatta.   

S/C Bill Stump
SCYA James Webster Perpetual Trophy

S/C Bill Stump was awarded SCYA’s James Webster Perpetual
Trophy for his contributions to yachting. Currently, Bill is best
known as a PRO and Chief Judge, traveling the world running some
of the top races, most recently, the 2018 Star World Championship.
He has been CYC’s Senior Race Office since 1992, attracting top-
level regattas for junior and adult sailors to our Club; examples
include the 2005, 2010, and 2018 Star North American
Championships, and the 2008 and 2016 US Sailing Junior Olympic
Festivals. He has often served as PRO at these events, as well as at
six world championships in the Star and Etchells classes and other
major regattas.

Additionally, Bill is a US Sailing Certified Instructor for Basic
and Advanced Race Management Seminars. He passes his expertise
to others at workshops throughout Southern California. He has also
served on various governing bodies, notably US Sailing’s Board of
Directors, and one-design class organizations, including the
International Star Class and USODA.

Erik Oistad
SCYA Maritime Order of the Golden Key Award

Erik first became active in CYC’s ham radio
committee 21 years ago. He has served as Station Chief
for the CYC Communication Center for the past 15 years,
ensuring that the equipment in the “shack” is maintained.
A 30-foot high-performance-beam antenna was recently
installed. Erik also serves as System Operator for CYC’s
Winlink station.  K6CYC has been on the air for 20 years,
allowing maritime ham operators to connect to email and
weather information. Erik also works with the race
committee to troubleshoot the ham radios used by the
Club and trains new hams each year.

S/C Rick and Ann Turner

S/C Bill Stump

Erik Oistad
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On-the-Water Photo Contest Winner
Executive Officer Pam Spriggs took two stunning photos of the same sunset while visiting Susan French's place, Parker

Harbour, in Desolation Sound, British Columbia. First the sunset was a moody orange, then just 12 minutes later the sky
turned a sublime purple. She has won a bottle of fine wine selected by Food and Beverage Director Steve Bell.  

Submit your entry to: cyc-breeze-editor@cycfleet.com.

CYC Flashback! 
Who likes short shorts? Everyone did in 1981, including

Duncan Cameron (left) and his two sailing pals. During
his graduate student days at UCLA, Duncan was a sailing
instructor at what is now called the UCLA Marina Aquatic
Center. He earned a few extra bucks and got access to UCLA’s
fleet of sailboats, including a red Soling – perfect for the grad
student on a budget. Now, as far as fashion goes, admit it: How
many of you had some spiffy shorts like theirs?

Submit your flashback photo of a CYC member sailing,
cruising, fishing, rowing, surfing, water skiing, canoeing,
kayaking, as a junior sailor, or at the beach, to 
cyc-breezeeditor@ cycfleet.com for a chance at the glory.
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Join your fellow racing enthusiasts and AC fans
Wednesday, February 20, 7:30 p.m. for a
comprehensive update of the America’s Cup. Tucker

Thompson and Terry Hutchinson will deliver an exciting
presentation with all the details of the AC36, including
an exclusive inside look at New York Yacht Club’s team,
American Magic.  

In 2017, Team Emirates New Zealand won the
America’s Cup beating Oracle Team USA and chose to
defend the Cup in Auckland, New Zealand in 2021. Six
teams have had their challenges accepted to compete for
the chance to race against Team ENZ, including New
York YC’s American Magic and Long Beach Yacht
Club’s Stars & Stripes Team USA. 

In 2010, the bold decision to move from monohulls
to multihulls resulted in some of the fastest, most
exciting racing in the 2013 and 2017 editions. However,
with Team ENZ back in charge we are returning to
monohulls but with a twist: the AC36 will be sailed in
75-foot monohulls. The new AC75 will be fully foiling
and expected to exceed speeds of 45 knots. 

Tucker Thompson was the official host of the 35th
America’s Cup. He is an award-winning TV
commentator, producer, and public speaker and has

hosted over 1,800 sailing
shows including three
America’s Cups, the
Volvo Ocean Race, and
the World Match Racing
Tour. A former champion
sailor, Tucker sailed with
America True during the
2000 America’s Cup in
New Zealand. 

Terry Hutchinson is
the skipper and executive
director of American
Magic, two-time Rolex
Yachtsman of the Year
and world champion in
the J/24, TP52, Farr 40,
and IMS classes. He’s
also been part of four
America’s Cup
campaigns, highlighted by winning the Louis Vuitton Final
as tactician in the 2007 Cup.

This event is free and open to all who enjoy yachting
and adventure, as a public service of California Yacht Club.

Yachting Program: America’s Cup Update with 
Tucker Thompson and Terry Hutchinson

By R/C TIM CLARKE

Tucker Thompson 

Wednesday,

February 20

7:30 p.m. 
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Carrie #3/Holiday Regatta
December 1-2, 2018; Cabrillo Beach YC
Opti: 42 boats

1 Katharine Doble; 1st Red Fleet
4 Callie Davis; 4th Red Fleet
6 Gigi Ivancich; 2nd Blue Fleet
7 Tessa Farrell; 3rd Blue Fleet
8 Emily Doble

Orange Bowl International Youth Regatta
December 26-30, 2018; Coral Reef YC
Optimist Red, Blue, and White Fleets:  211 boats

7 Katharine Doble; top girl, 5th Red Fleet
63 Gigi Ivancich
69 Emily Doble
77 Callie Davis; 6th Silver Division
95 Tommy Kraak
200 Graham Doble

Open Orange Bowl Regatta
December 26-30, 2018; Coconut Grove Sailing Club,
Miami, Florida; 29er: 20 boats

4 Jordan Janov/Grant Janov

Winners Circle
By PAULA CAMERON

Team CYC at the Carrie #3/Holiday Regatta

Tessa Farrell placed third in Blue
Fleet and fourth overall at the Carrie
#3/Holiday Regatta.

Gwen Gordon won December’s
CYC golf tournament at the Rio
Hondo Golf Club.
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Gigi Ivancich
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Katharine Doble, 7th overall and top girl

Emily Doble (22016)

Tommy Kraak
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Holiday 
Dock Party
Celebrates 

56th MdR
Boat Parade
By ALEXA CARRINGTON

This year’s annual Holiday
Dock Party, hosted by CYC
Power Fleet on December 8,

was a shiny success and a fun and
fabulous way to finish off our events
for 2018. The boats in the Marina del
Rey Holiday Boat Parade (and a few
CYC members!) were brilliantly lit to
perfection. 

More than 150 members and
guests assembled for friendship, food,
and festivities. A fireworks display
kicked off the 56th Annual Holiday
Boat Parade and the partygoers
migrated to the guest dock to enjoy
the parade of lights together.

Power Fleet served the ever-
popular CYC chili with welcome
cocktails to get the party started, and
the tables were quickly overflowing
with creative contributions from the
guests proudly flaunting their really
ugly sweaters! Well done, people!

Thanks to all of my CYC family
and friends for helping to kick off the
holiday season! 2019 brings a new
year of docktails and other fun Power
Fleet events. We hope you and your
family will join us as we get yachty.

Alexa and Lisa Carrington

CYC’s Young Professionals decorated the Charles Hathaway and won Best Animation.

In their first Holiday Boat Parade, Bill and Bette Bracken decorated Ellen, their
42’ powerboat, with inflatable Santas and more than 3,000 lights, and took first
place for Best Music for their winning soundtrack.
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Epicurean 
Holiday Dinner – 
A Festive Feast 
for the Senses

By FREDERIC LANES, Epicurean Society Chair

December’s annual Epicurean Society Holiday
Dinner, chaired by Laura and Jonathan Greenburg,
was a festive feast for the senses. The Greenburgs,

in conjunction with Chef Fabio and General Manager
Michele Underwood, chose foods that are associated with the
“The Twelve Days of Christmas,” the theme of this year’s
Holiday Dinner. 

Epicurean Sommelier Harlan Gibbs introduced and
explained the various wines that accompanied each course,
well selected by Food and Beverage Director Steve Bell. 

At the opening reception, we enjoyed pear sparkling
wine cocktails, as a complement to appetizers of sunny-side-
up quail egg Maltese, squab and forest mushroom tartlet (a
very creative adaptation for “a partridge in a pear tree”), mini
latkes with crème fraiche, and golden caviar symbolizing the
five golden rings. At the conclusion of the reception the
Greenburgs led us to our seats for the feast. 

Schmitt Söhne Riesling accompanied a spectacular
seared foie gras with frisée salad (our “six geese a laying”),
followed by seafood bisque with “seven swans a swimming”
scallops and lobster and Trimbach Pinot Gris Reserve while
sommelier Gibbs explained to the Society the subtle
differences between a gris and a grigio.  

At the intermezzo, we had a delightfully palate-cleansing
sparkling rosé sorbet. Chef took a modern approach to beef
Wellington for our “lords a leaping,” accompanied by Yukon
Gold potato purée, winter root vegetables, veal glace, paired
beautifully with 2014 Beni Di Batasiolo Barolo DOGC.

While awaiting our dessert, the Society inducted new
members Mike and Debbie Zeiden, who were given a warm
welcome. Our holiday dinner concluded with “11 pipers
piping and 12 drummers drumming” interpreted by the
Greenburgs as vanilla custard piped into petit chocolate
profiteroles, and kettle corn labeled with a vintage drummer
and with a miniature drum attached to enjoy at home.
Chambers Rosewood vineyards Rutherglen Muscat was
paired with the profiteroles.  

Many thanks to the Greenburgs for their tireless efforts
developing such a creative menu based upon the “The Twelve
Days of Christmas,” Chef Fabio’s delightful preparations, and
Harlan’s wine comments for a memorable and festive
holiday dinner. 

At the conclusion of dinner, Society members retired to
the Members Lounge for cordials and cognac. 

I am looking forward with much anticipation to our
Tuesday, February 12, Sweethearts Dinner event. As is
tradition, our Sweethearts Dinner will be chaired by
Commodore Debbie Feinerman.

Epicurean Society Chair Frederic Lanes presents the Chair pin to
Jonathan Greenburg.

Epicurean Society Chair Frederic Lanes inducts Mike and Debbie
Zeiden into the Society.

Bob and SEO Norma Pratt with Carly and John Levy
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The U.S. Marine Corps and CYCWA thank our CYC members and
guests! Your generosity filled six large boxes with toys for children,
and provided over $750 in cash to support supplemental toy

purchases by the U.S. Marines for less fortunate children. Our dining room
was filled with holiday spirit, seasonal music, and camaraderie as we
partook in a delicious stuffed pork loin dinner, wine, and gingerbread, then
enjoyed the beautiful singing of Rev. James Boline and Christopher Ma,
from Saint Paul Lutheran Church in Santa Monica. The evening concluded
with members and guests lifting our voices in song to the holiday season.

Thank you to Michele Fisher and committee for the festive table
decorations, Chef Fabio for a fabulous dinner, Jeanine Steward for the
beautiful programs, the CYC staff for all your assistance, Ron Howard for
his always delightful piano music, and Rev. James Boline and Christopher
Ma for their beautiful voices and assistance with the group singing. What a
great start to the holiday season!

Generosity and Holiday Spirits 
at Toys for Tots

By EO PAM SPRIGGS
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FO Pam Spriggs, EO Diane Howard, SO Michelle Parker Ondrey, with the U.S. Marines
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Rob and Jaynee EitelRev. James Boline

Secretary Connie Webster,
Christopher Ma, and Peter
Webster

Alexa Carrington, Leanne Toumajian, and Lisa and Russ Carrington

R/C and SEO Stephanie Weston
and Alan

S/C Bill Stump and V/C Debbie Feinerman Bob and Kim Neopole

S/C Tom O’Conor and SEO Carol
Watkins
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CYCWA
ACTIVITIES

Art Aficionados  Second
and fourth Wednesday of
the month, 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., Fireside
Room. Chair is SEO
Norma Pratt.  

Book Mates  First
Thursday of the month,
11:45 a.m., Fireside Room.
Co-chairs are Virginia and
Ira Teller. Call the Club for
reservation and lunch
information.

Bridge  Wednesdays, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., dining
room. Co-chairs are Joan
Silver and Susan Allan.

Happy Hour Books 
Third Wednesday of the
month, 6:30 p.m., Fireside
Room. Co-chairs are
Leslie and Michael
Cubbin. Reserve at the
front desk. 

Knit or Knot  First and
third Sunday of the month, 
5 p.m., members lounge.
Chair is Dalena Hathaway. 

Mah Jongg  Thursdays, 
1 p.m., dining room.
Chair is Susan Allan.

Paddle Tennis  Tuesdays
and Thursdays, 10 a.m. to
noon. Co-chairs are
Marylyn Hoenemeyer and
Lori Haythorn. 

Opening Day
Saturday, March 9

Let’s “break the ice” together at Opening Day, the official start of the yachting season!
Although we’re fortunate to enjoy decent yachting weather all year round, this centuries-old
yachting community ritual lives on wherever there are sailors. Partake in the festive sight of
dressed ships and enjoy the first evening colors ceremony of the year. It may be true that the
only ice floating in our harbors is in our cocktails so let’s toast the 2019 yachting season with
our CYC community, guests, and dignitaries.

Book Mates
Thursday, March 7, 11:45 a.m.

The March book, “The Rent Collector,” is by Camron Wright; SEO Donna Petersen will
moderate. “The Rent Collector” is the story of a young mother, Sang Ly, struggling to survive
by picking through garbage in Cambodia's largest municipal dump. Under threat of eviction by
an embittered old drunk who is charged with collecting rents from the poor of Stung
Meanchey, Sang Ly embarks on a desperate journey to save her ailing son from a life of
ignorance and poverty. It’s a tale of discovery and redemption in which she learns that
literature, like hope, is found in the most unexpected places. Though the book is a work of
fiction, it was inspired by real people living at Stung Meanchey.

CYCWA on the Horizon 
By CARLY SALTZMAN

Santa Monica Bay from Palos Verdes

“Those who live by the sea can hardly form a 
single thought of which the sea would not be part.”

― Hermann Broch

The CYCWA held their installation on January 5. Executive Board (seated): Jr. SEO Diane
Howard, First Officer Michelle Parker Ondrey, Executive Officer Pam Spriggs, Second
Officer Connie Webster, and Secretary Laura Greenburg. Appointed Board (standing): Susan
Haber, Maria Citron, SEO Michele Caylor, Jaynee Eitel, Nicole Harnett, SEO Donna
Petersen, S/C Kellie Fennessy, Kathy Patterson, SEO Norma Pratt, Setsuko Anthony,
Michele Fisher, Aliza Farrell, Ann Turner, Carly Saltzman, Naomi Hochman, Marylyn
Hoenemeyer, and SEO Karen Stirling.
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T he times, they are a-changing.” We have many
traditions here at CYC and though we would like to
keep everything in place, we must look at what needs

to be updated.
• Changes to Friday night’s buffet: Starting in February,

we will serve the traditional seafood buffet on the first
Friday of each month and seafood specials the other
Fridays. We will offer an individual chilled seafood platter
as well as a seafood entrée special. The monthly Saturday
night special will also be offered on Fridays. We will have
the Friday Seafood Buffet every Friday in December for
the holidays.

• New kids table on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays:
Eating as a family can be tough when the kids finish their
meal and mom and dad want to take their time. To give
children something to keep them occupied during dinner
time, we are setting up a kids table with coloring books
and games at one of the long tables in the bar area on
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays from 5 to 7 p.m. Chef
Fabio has also made some changes to the kids menu to
keep it healthy and kid-friendly.

• Great deals in the bar: We are making every effort to
create more of a bar atmosphere. We have already made a
big improvement to our happy hour snacks. We are now
going to have some great deals with $4 draft beers and
50% off premium liquors. We are also looking into
additional sport packages for local sport viewing.

• Pasta & Pinot Specials on Thursdays and Sundays:
Thursday Night Pasta & Pinot Special has been a big
success so we are going to feature it on Sundays as well. 

• Special four-course Chef’s table offered twice a month:
We have also started our twice a month Chef’s table. The
dates for February are the 8th and 22nd at 6:30 p.m. It is
held in the back of the main dining room and is limited to
12 people. It features a four-course dinner paired with
wines for $80++. It’s a great opportunity for Chef to show
off his skills and for you to try some new food
preparations and wines. You can reserve the table for
yourself and your friends for a semi–private party or meet
and join other members.

I hope you like the changes we are making and our
efforts to enhance your visits to your Club. See you in the
dining room.

News from the 
Dining Room  

BY STEVE BELL
Food and Beverage Director
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Abittersweet and big-hearted novel of  forgiveness,
acceptance, and reinvention, “America for Beginners,”
by Leah Franqui, gave our first Book Mates luncheon

of 2019 a lively and spirited welcome, thanks to Sue Moore’s
personal selection of quotes and questions. Sue also advised
us that the author, a Puerto Rican Jewish native of
Philadelphia, who now resides in Mumbai with her Indian
husband, based her fictional tour of America on an actual tour
her in-laws took when they came to America for her wedding.

The subject of class distinction and prejudice by Indians
against Bangladeshis also sparked comments about the
treatment of immigrants who enter America illegally. A
question about the title drew varied responses – from first-
time travelers, to the reinvention of oneself and beginning life
anew, which certainly applied to all of the book’s characters.
Everyone was touched by Pival’s search for her “dead” son,
and impressed by the widow’s growth and self-confidence.
Display of affection in public as it affected the relationship of

Rahi/Bhim and Jake, his American lover, was also discussed.
All appreciated the novel’s balance of humor, emotional pain,
and struggle for acceptance. One of the most profound
statements, made by Pival, which evoked a large response
was: “I do think most parents at the heart want their children
to be happy. It is only that we want our children to be happy
the right way. The way we were taught that happiness was. I
think this is the cause of much pain, thinking, perhaps there is
a ‘right way.’”

Our March 7 selection is the fact-based fiction novel,
“The Rent Collector,” by Camron Wright. Booklist called it
“A beautifully told story about the perseverance of the human
spirit.” SEO Donna Petersen will moderate.

Our April 4 book is “The Shadow of the Wind,” by
Carlos Ruiz Zafon. The New York Times described it as
“Gabriel García Márquez meets Umberto Eco meets Jorge
Luis Borges for a sprawling magic show.” Gail Guglielmino
will moderate.

“America for Beginners” 
A Tour of Discovery, Love, and Reinvention 

By VIRGINIA and IRA TELLER, Book Mates Co-chairs
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Festive 
Noon Year’s Eve Party

By LARA CLARKE

This year’s Kids Noon Year’s Eve party was held on
December 29 and was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone
who attended. The morning was full of music, dancing,

and games and the kids especially liked the tattoos and crowns.
The exciting balloon drop occurred at noon with more than 150
balloons floating down in the atrium. Kids of all ages put on
their party attire and celebrated the arrival of 2019.  The morning
was fueled with tasty food and we were fortunate to have a
beautiful, sunny day so kids could also enjoy the lawn. Thank
you to all the families and friends who attended, and Fleet
Captain Tim Clarke who helped make the event a memorable
one.  Also, thank you to CYC staff and catering for supporting
the day.
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•   New 100-Metric ton Marine Travelift and Ways with 28-foot Beam as well as 
    a 60 & 35-ton Marine Travelift at MDR location and a 75 & 50-metric ton Marine 
    Travelift at Channel Islands location
•   Full service boat yard and marina with 30/50/100-amp power

13555 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey • (310) 823-8964
TBYMDR.COM

3615 S. Victoria Ave. , Oxnard • (805) 985-6800
TBYCI.COM

•   Most knowledgeable, experienced, and helpful staff in the Industry, including 
   three USCG licensed Master Captains on staff
•   Two convenient locations honoring reciprocal warranty and support
•   Largest Boat Yard in MDR and Ventura County

NEWLY RENOVATED-MDR LOCATION
BOATER FRIENDLY HAUL-OUT WAYS
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Over the last year, the Bridge formed a committee to
revise and update our House and Grounds rules. The
project is finally done and you can find the latest

version on the Member section of the CYC website under Club
documents. With the changing times there are new areas that are
covered such as social media, supervision of children, use of
scooters and skateboards, use of our outstation on Catalina, Club
computers, internet and email, operation of the Charles
Hathaway, member use of Club keelboats, and safety. Go online
and read through the new House and Grounds rules so that you
are familiar with them and can inform your family and guests.
Thank you to the CYC members who spent countless hours
bringing our House and Grounds rules up to date.     

You may have noticed work being done at the hoist area last
month. Floats were replaced, the deck repaired, and a new motor

and chain installed for hoist #1. We are ready for racing in
2019. The season started with the J/70 West Coast Winter
Series, and is followed this month by the 90th annual SCYA
Midwinter Regatta on February 9-10. Regatta Chair Tawni
Schutter is ready to welcome the Martin 242, Star, J/24, J/70,
Tartan 101, and J/109 one-design classes. On February 23-
24, CYC will host the Optimist Spring Regatta Harken
Challenge #1, welcoming the Championship Fleet (Red,
Blue, and White fleets) to sail on Santa Monica Bay. 

Interest is already building for the 36th America’s Cup,
and the Yachting Program on February 20 will feature Tucker
Thompson discussing the New York Yacht Club’s team,
American Magic. Come in early and enjoy dinner in the
dining room or main bar before the program begins.

The Epicurean Society will host their annual Sweethearts
Dinner with Commodore Debbie Feinerman as dinner chair
on February 12. With a theme of “Second Honeymoon; A
European Adventure,” a culinary treat is in store for those
who love to mix food, wine, and romance. Epicurean
members have exclusive reservations until January 31, and
all remaining seats become available to any CYC member
interested in attending starting February 1. Valentine’s Day
will be celebrated with a delicious prix fixe menu by Chef
Fabio on Saturday, February 16. Toast your loved one with a
complimentary glass of Champagne, dine, and dance to the
music of Mr. Rich Cohen. Steve Bell will offer wines from
Mendocino and Anderson Valley for the February 28 wine
tasting. It’s a perfect time to meet new members while you
taste some outstanding wines and appetizers.

Save the date for Opening Day on March 9; a full day of
ceremony, visitors, food, and fun.  

From the Manager
By MICHELE UNDERWOOD

Stay
Connected  

@CYCRacing
@CalYachtClub

Your weekly e-newsletter
Contact Ray Campbell

DreamHomes@raycampbell.com
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24

10

17

3

Opti Spring Series
Harken #1
Oscars Celebration

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Club closed
Epicurean
Sweethearts
Dinner
Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
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CALIFORNIA YACHT CLUB
4469 Admiralty Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292  •  310-823-4567 • Fax: 310-822-3658

13

22

Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Race Committee
Orientation
Gamer Night
Pickleball

Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

6 7

Seafood Buffet

Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

Seafood Buffet

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Pickleball
Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

President’s Day

Evening
Pickleball

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Fleet Council
Mtg.
Mah Jongg

Book Mates

9

23

7 8

28

21

6

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Super Bowl
Celebration
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Knit or Knot

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
SCYA Midwinter
Regatta
Littles Event

Pickleball
Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Valentine’s Dinner

Pickleball

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Opti Spring Series
Harken #1
Mariners
Education
Pickleball

Valentine’s Day

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Mah Jongg

Bridge Club
CYCWA Board
Mtg.
Jr. Comm. Mtg.
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Art Aficionados
Bridge Club
Happy Hour Books
AC36 YachtingProgram
SCPC Mtg.
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

20 Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Family Activities
Committee Mtg.

Mah Jongg

2119

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
New Member Mtg.
Wine Tasting
Mah Jongg
Bridge Mtg.
Breeze Deadline

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Opening Day

Bridge Club

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Knit or Knot

YP Yoga

Bingo

Bridge Club

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Book Mates

Mah Jongg

Fleet Council

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

9

Bridge Club

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Art Aficionados

The Huntington
Trip

15

Frostbite Match
Racing
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Knit or Knot

16

8

14
SCYA Midwinter
Regatta

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS
2        Race Committee Orientation
2        Gamer Night
3        Super Bowl Celebration
8        The Huntington Trip
9-10   SCYA Midwinter Regatta

12        Epicurean Sweethearts Dinner
16        Valentine’s Dinner
17        Frostbite Match Racing
20        AC36 Yachting Program
23-24   Harken #1

23   Mariners 
      Education
24   Oscar 
      Celebration

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS
9         Opening Day

Always check calyachtclub.com for the most current event information.



À FOND LE GIRAFON
YACHT OF THE YEAR


