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With longer days and an extra hour
of sunshine, now is the best time
to fill your calendars with Club

activities. CYC’s calendar is bursting with
programs, organized by dozens of member
volunteers. Wondering what’s happening or
how to get involved? Wonder no more! I’ll
dispel the myth that you need to belong to a
particular group to participate in “their”
event. Nope – everything is for everyone!
Read Zephyr, the Breeze, or the CYC
website to learn about upcoming events.
Reach out to the event chair, or any Bridge
officer for more information. Have fun and
enrich your Club experience.     

I hope you enjoyed our Opening Day –
there was action from early morning until
sundown. It’s great to see so many members and guests
reveling in the hospitality of our Club. In keeping with my
Reach for the Stars theme, I was particularly proud that so
many CYC members were honored by other yachting
organizations for their racing accomplishments and service
to our sport. Thank you to Fleet Captain Monica Antola for
organizing our Opening Day ceremony, coordinating a
panoply of afternoon activities, and arranging a special
evening colors. Relive CYC’s Opening Day beginning on
page 8. Though this Opening Day is in our history book,
more than 40 Southern California yacht clubs have yet to
officially open for the yachting season. As Commodore, it’s
my pleasure to visit many of our neighboring clubs on their
opening days and represent CYC with pride. 

Have you been Star Gazing? You don’t need to look too
hard to find those at CYC who have gone above and
beyond. This month’s Stars are members who received
Yacht Racing Union of Southern California (YRUSC)
awards, another who received an Association of Santa
Monica Bay Yacht Clubs (ASMBYC) award, and a talented
junior sailor who continues to distinguish herself in racing
circles. Join me in congratulating Drew Freides, back-to-
back Melges 20 World Champion, who was honored with
the YRUSC Yachtsman Excellence Award; Gavin McJones,
a top young Southern California sailor with podium finishes
in local and international regattas, who received the YRUSC
Youth Excellence Award; and Allie Blecher, feted with the
YRUSC Yachting Service Excellence Award for mentoring
young sailors, particularly women racers. In addition to
their YRUSC Awards, I’d like to offer Gavin hearty
congratulations as he enters the U.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis this summer, and to commend Allie for
successfully defending her title in the Women’s Winter
Invitational in San Diego and her second place finish at the

New Zealand Women’s Match Racing
Championship. 

Kudos to Port Captain Christina
Tarantola who was selected for the inaugural
ASMBYC Commodore’s Choice Award, in
recognition for her selfless assistance to
ASMBYC. CYC junior Katharine Doble,
coming off her selection as Top Gun by the
US National Team Coaches at the USODA
(Optimist Dinghy) National Team Practice in
Galveston, Texas, delivered an impressive
overall victory in the Optimist Spring
Regatta Harken Challenge #1 hosted by
CYC. Each of our Stars receives a limited-
edition, engraved 2019 Reach for the Stars

paperweight. Drop me a line about your Star
sightings at the Club.

Chef Fabio hit it out of the park for our Epicurean
Society annual Sweethearts Dinner, “Second Honeymoon: A
European Adventure,” recapped by our Epicurean Society
Chair beginning on page 4. In addition to the mouth-
watering food and well-matched wine, a highlight was my
recitation of French love sayings, ably translated by S/C
Bill Stump. When French novelist Balzac wrote, “L’amour
est la poésie des sens” meaning “Love is the poetry of the
senses,” he could have been party to our delectable
European culinary adventure.

As we applauded our long-time members who
celebrated 25 and 50 years of CYC membership last month,
we were fortunate to share stories from decades past, and
greet long-time and new friends over a tasty dinner. Today’s
members owe a debt of gratitude to those who joined long
ago and served the Club well. 1977 Commodore, D.
Stephen Deskey, a member for over 55 years, recently
passed away; we thank him for his contributions.  

My true passion at CYC is being on the water, and I’m
excited by our regatta season. We have the Harris Regatta
on the horizon and it’s nearly time for the start of our 22-
week Sunset Series. My usual place on the water is on the
bridge of the Charles Hathaway, our beautiful Beneteau
signal boat, as part of race committee. In addition to honing
my race management skills, I’m going to up my racing
game this year. The Intro to Fleet Racing program kicks off
with a seminar on Sunday, April 14, with racing practice
one Friday per month from April through September. 

It’s never too late to improve your skills or learn some
new ones. My non-April Fool’s wish for everyone is that
you make a new friend and try something new each time
you are at the Club. Everything is for everyone. Enjoy all
that CYC has to offer in its 97th year!  

See you at the Club, on and around the water.

From the
Commodore

Commodore 
Debbie Feinerman

Everything is for Everyone!
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New Zealand Women’s Match
Racing Championship
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FRONT COVER With flags flying and a cannon salute, the Club was pronounced in
commission for the 2019 yachting season at Opening Day on March 9. 

Photo by Kevin Roznowski

BACK COVER Allie Blecher and her team placed second out of an international field
of eight at the New Zealand Women’s Match Racing Championship, hosted by Royal
New Zealand Yacht Squadron, February 9-12, in Auckland. 

Photo by Suellen Davies – Live Sail Die

Epicurean Sweethearts Dinner
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Vivre sans aimer n’est pas proprement vivre.”
(“To live without loving is to not really live.”)
So began CYC’s annual Sweethearts Dinner

with this sentiment from French playwright Molière.
This first Epicurean Society dinner of the year,

timed to coincide with Valentine’s Day, was chaired
by Commodore Debbie Feinerman and S/C Bill
Stump, who provided Society members with a tag
team of wit and verse in French with English
translations.  

The menu for “Second Honeymoon: A European
Adventure” was artfully crafted by our Commodore
duo aided by Chef Fabio and General Manager
Michele Underwood, selecting foods that were both
elegant and romantic. Epicurean Sommelier Harlan
Gibbs extolled the virtues of various wines
accompanying each course, those pairings provided
by Food and Beverage Director Steve Bell. 

Our 50 guests began the evening sipping Kir
Royale or Pierre Sparr Cremant D’Alsace Brut and
enjoying prosciutto-wrapped dates filled with blue
cheese, savory spinach and goat cheese palmiers, and
perfectly spiced tuna tartare in sesame cones. 

Albert Bichot Julienas Grand Cru Beaujolais
(2015) was a tasty accompaniment for the soup course
of cream of cannellini and potato with heart-shaped
ravioli, so appropriate for our Valentine’s theme.

Next we had a spectacular crispy striped bass and

grilled baby fennel salad served with a refreshing
Vouvray, Domaine Vincent Careme Spring (2014). The
playful intermezzo was a delightful palate-cleansing
lingonberry sorbet in a red sugar rimmed Champagne
glass. 

As the Club staff served our entrée, finely marbled
Darling Downs wagyu flat iron steak with Anna potatoes,
roasted baby beets and turnips, drizzled with a strawberry
balsamic gastrique, Sommelier Gibbs praised the 2014
Bodegas Muga Unfiltered Rioja Reserva complementing
the dish.  

While awaiting our dessert, the Society presented
Commodore Feinerman with an engraved Epicurean pin
in appreciation of her efforts chairing this Sweethearts
Dinner. Our dining concluded with chocolate Viennese
cake topped with crème anglaise and a tangy dessert
wine, Villa M Brachetto. Society members then retired to
the Members Lounge for cordials and cognac.

With great pleasure and anticipation, I’d like to
invite Society members and guests to our Spring Fling
dinner on Tuesday, May 7. I’ll be chairing this event with
the help of our Epicurean steering committee. The theme
will be French-inspired food from the New World such
as Caribbean Creole, New Orleans Cajun, and other
French foods from New Brunswick, Upper Michigan,
and the Midwest. As always, dress is formal and, for
gentlemen, black tie is preferred or white dinner jackets to
celebrate the spring. 

Second Honeymoon at CYC! 
By FREDERIC LANES, CYC Epicurean Society Chair

“
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Laura and Jonathan Greenburg Honorary SEO Patty Hathaway poses with
Maria Citron, Suzy Haber, Stephanie Hathaway,
and Commodore Debbie Feinerman.

Sommelier Harlan Gibbs, Stephanie
Hathaway, and Naomi Hochman

Commodore Debbie Feinerman shares
French love quotes as S/C Bill Stump
dramatically translates.

CYC President Steve Hathaway
and S/C Bill Watkins

Chef Fabio Montijo is flanked by S/C Bill Stump,
Commodore Debbie Feinerman, Epicurean Chair
Fred Lanes, and General Manager Michele
Underwood.

Epicurean Chair Fred Lanes offers a toast to
“Second Honeymoon: A European Adventure.”

Sommelier Harlan Gibbs and Debbie Luftman, Anthony Agoglia and Sandy
Albright, Stephanie Hathaway, Suzy Haber, and Terry Barnett

S/C Cheryl Mahaffey and RayThe table is set for our Epicurean
adventure.

Sommelier Harlan Gibbs expounds on the evening’s wines
as Debbie Luftman, Tom Rowe, and Susan French listen.
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CYCWA
ACTIVITIES

Art Aficionados  Second
and fourth Wednesday of
the month, 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., Fireside
Room. Chair is SEO
Norma Pratt.  

Book Mates  First
Thursday of the month,
11:45 a.m., Fireside Room.
Co-chairs are Virginia and
Ira Teller. Call the Club for
reservation and lunch
information.

Bridge  Wednesdays, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., dining
room. Co-chairs are Joan
Silver and Susan Allan.

Happy Hour Book Club
Third Wednesday of the
month, 6:30 p.m., Fireside
Room. Co-chairs are
Leslie and Michael
Cubbin. Reserve at the
front desk. 

Knit or Knot  First and
third Sunday of the month, 
5 p.m., members lounge.
Chair is Dalena Hathaway. 

Mah Jongg  Thursdays, 
1 p.m., dining room.
Chair is Susan Allan.

Paddle Tennis  Tuesdays
and Thursdays, 10 a.m. to
noon. Co-chairs are
Marylyn Hoenemeyer and
Lori Haythorn. 

Post from Polynesia
By S/C KELLIE FENNESSY, CYCWA Foreign Correspondent 

S/C Kellie Fennessy and Mike Priest are traveling in the South Pacific aboard their sailing
vessel, Dash. Kellie periodically reports on their adventure. 

Sending you warm thoughts from a very hot and humid Tahiti!
February 11 - Mike and I had the opportunity to attend the Festival International du Film

Documentaire Océanien this past week in Papeete. Most of these movies were in English with
French subtitles. The filmmakers came from all over the Pacific – New Zealand, Australia,
French Polynesia, Hawaii, Samoa, even the U.S. and Canada among other countries. There
was certainly a trend that I became aware of, and that was, what we have been discussing and
acting on in the U.S. is what many countries are also experiencing: climate change, politics,
transgender, women awakening, mental health, and owning one’s culture. These are universal
struggles that among a population of seven billion we should be able to find some solutions.
It’s important to me as I transition from a crazy type-A lifestyle that I become better informed
and able to do my part in improving the lives around me. I encourage each of us to find one or
two ways we can each improve our communities.

We have been back on board Dash for two weeks now. This is summer down here and it
is as hot and humid as everyone told me it would be. Yesterday I walked to the mini-express
store which is all of 800 steps (thank you, Fitbit) from Dash to buy one of those delicious
baguettes for lunch (by the way, baguettes are only $0.50 here). I was gone less than 10
minutes and I came back just dripping with sweat, and I mean dripping! But I can tell that the
nights are cooling down which makes for a better sleep.

CYCWA on the Horizon 
By CARLY SALTZMAN

Seal Rock State Wayside, Central Coast, Oregon
Photo by EO Pam Spriggs

The Oregon coast is gorgeous! I had been in Corvallis to witness the total solar eclipse
(wow – a really cool experience.) and was driving down the coast to visit with a childhood
friend at Woahink Lake, Oregon. I could have spent all day stopping at the various scenic
viewpoints (and did stop at many), and the windy conditions just added to the beauty. If you
have not driven this coast, plan a visit. You won’t be disappointed.



8/BREEZE APRIL 2019

Opening Day is always a special day
for family and friends at the Club.
The festivities started with

dressing ship and as the signal flags were
hoisted, our anchorage became a wonderful
colorful backdrop to the ceremony and
afternoon activities. Members and guests
arrived to a friendly welcome from CYCWA
hostesses and delightful music from a jazz
band, Mal de Mer.

The ceremony started at 1130 as Jr.
Staff Commodore Mike Blecher asked the
UCLA Army ROTC to present the colors.
Maggie MacKenzie gave a wonderful
rendition of our national anthem which was
followed by Junior Commodore Alexis
Westland leading the audience in the Pledge
of Allegiance with the U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary Flotilla 12-24 raising the national
ensign.

Jr. S/C Blecher reflected on his year at
the helm of the Club where the treasure truly
was all around us. He thanked all the
members and staff for making it such a
memorable year for him and Commodore
Liaison Barbie. Fleet Captain Monica Antola
then sounded eight bells in honor of Club
members who had passed away during 2018.

Commodore Debbie Feinerman shared
her plans for the year and introduced her
Bridge, Fleet Officers, Junior Bridge, and
other Club dignitaries. Rear Commodore
Tim Clarke introduced the Staff
Commodores present, and CYCWA
Executive Officer Pam Spriggs introduced
the Women’s Association Officers,
acknowledged her Appointed Board, and
recognized those Staff Executive Officers in
attendance.

Vice Commodore Stephanie Weston
welcomed local dignitaries and
representatives from other yacht clubs and
yachting associations. S/C Bill Stump
recognized CYC members who had received
awards from the Club, ASMBYC, SCYA,
YRUSC, and other yachting organizations. 

With almost all the formalities
complete, the traditional question, “Is the
harbor free of ice?” was asked by
Commodore Feinerman and with the

Opening Day: Reach for the Stars
By Fleet Captain MONICA ANTOLA 

UCLA Army ROTC presents the colors

The Mal de Mer band with S/C John Isaksen entertain guests and dignitaries.

Jr. Staff Commodore Mike Blecher
reflects on 2018, his commodore year.

Commodore Debbie Feinerman
delivers her 2019 opening remarks

(continued on page 10)
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Staff Commodores salute Commodore Debbie Feinerman.

Commodore Debbie Feinerman and her 2019 Bridge 

Fleet Secretary Hunter Gorog, Fleet
Judge Avocate Cole Sheridan, and
Fleet Budget Officer Mark Pinkerton 

Maggie MacKenzie performs a
beautiful rendition of the national
anthem.

SCYA Jr. S/C Gary Green presents the
SCYA James Webster Perpetual
Trophy to S/C Bill Stump. 

SCYA Jr. S/C Gary Green presents the
SCYA Maritime Order of the Golden Key
Award to Erik Oistad (holding platter).

Ann and S/C Rick Turner with the
SCYA George L. and Kay B. Fisher
Memorial Award

SCYA Jr. S/C Gary Green presents the SCYA Rescue
Award to Duncan Cameron (center with platter) and
his Trust Me crew.

S/C Bill Stump recognizes our 2018
CYC and ASMBYC award winners.



10/BREEZE APRIL 2019

appropriate response from Fleet Captain
Antola, the burgee was raised by  Port
Captain Christina Tarantola. When the burgee
reached the top of the flagpole, Master at
Arms Scott Jarema fired off the cannon. The
cannon report was loud enough to be heard
across the entire marina, signifying CYC was
officially in commission for the 2019
yachting season.

At the conclusion of the ceremony,
guests were treated to a magnificent buffet
luncheon prepared by Chef Fabio. Mal de
Mer entertained guests with their lively sound
as all enjoyed the company of good friends.

In the afternoon, Commodore
Feinerman’s theme, Reach for the Stars,
certainly rang true as friends and families
were entertained on shore with a magic show,
face painting, flip book booth, bounce house,
ping pong, and so much more. In the
anchorage, members and guests enjoyed
keelboat rides around the marina. As the sun
dipped below the horizon, all gathered at the
flag pole for the evening colors ceremony
with bagpipes and drums culminating with a
loud cannon shot.

CYCWA Jr. SEO Diane Howard, Second Officer Connie Webster, EO Pam
Spriggs, and First Officer Michelle Parker Ondrey

Rear Commodore Tim
Clarke presents a rose to
Stephanie Hathaway.

Members of the Young
Professionals enjoy afternoon
keelboat rides on one of the
Club’s Martin 242s.

Facepainting was just one of
the afternoon activities for
our younger members.

Club members enjoy margaritas aboard
SEO Dawn Sprout and Randy’s Fortuna.

Jr. Rear Commodore
Bastien Rasse presents a
beautiful bouquet to
Barbie Blecher.

Jr. Fleet Captain Grant
Janov presents a floral
bouquet to Commodore’s
Liaison Kathy Patterson

Opening Day 
(continued from page 8)
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CYCWA’s First Outing of the Year:
NASA Orbit Pavilion at The Huntington 

By First Officer MICHELLE PARKER ONDREY

On February 8, CYCWA hosted their
first outing of the year. This trip was a
visit to the NASA Orbit Pavilion at

The Huntington, a soundscape representation of
satellites orbiting the earth. The day started out
with a bus ride leaving from CYC. We had a
great turn-out for this first trip, and mimosas
and muffins kicked off the day. On the way to
The Huntington, FO Michelle Parker Ondrey
gave the group some history of satellites and
what it takes for a satellite to be designed,
launched, and perform its mission in space – as
this is what she does for a living. The group
asked lots of good questions and a great
dialogue made the bus trip fly by.

Once we arrived at our destination, our
docents led us to the Orbit Pavilion. The
pavilion is a unique architectural exhibit that
you can stand inside and be immersed in sound.
Inside the pavilion, sounds represent satellites
passing overhead with each of 19 satellites and
the International Space Station being assigned
its own sound identity. When standing inside
the Pavilion, there were two modes of the
sounds – one mode was “real-time” so each
time a particular satellite passed overhead, you
heard its sound, and the second mode was
“consolidated” so that you could hear all the
sounds in quick sequence. It was fascinating to
listen to the wonderful sounds and think about
the satellites orbiting and gathering data on our
oceans, rainforests, and weather, and to think
about the astronauts living in the International
Space Station – a place that has allowed us to
have a human presence in space continuously
for the last 18 years!

Following the Orbit Pavilion, the docents
guided us around other parts of the gardens and
exhibits which were just beautiful on this
California winter day. The day wrapped up with
a lovely lunch at the Rose Garden Tea Room
where we had a private room and enjoyed high
tea. The group got to relax and talk about all
they had seen.  It was a wonderful way to bring
an end to the first CYCWA outing of the year.

CYCWA events are open to all members.
Be sure to mark our next CYCWA event on
your calendar – Flower Arranging on April 18.
It's sure to be great fun and we hope to see you
all there.
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The 90th annual SCYA Midwinter
Regatta was an eventful kickoff for
CYC’s fleet racing season. Four classes

participated with a total of 33 boats competing.
In addition to the returning Martin 242, Star,
and J/70 classes, the  Level 75 class was
created to allow three additional boats to race, a
J/109, a J/105, and a Tartan 101. 

Saturday, February 12, started out as a
beautiful day with a slight delay due to light
and variable winds. Principal Race Officer S/C
David Collins adjusted the course several times
to make sure the racers had the full wind in
their sails. Four first-time volunteers
enthusiastically joined the seasoned race
committee team which included S/C Bill
Stump.  

Sunday, February 13, was more
challenging with rain, swells of up to five feet,
and winds gusting over 20 knots by the end of
the day. The conditions were extreme enough
that several skippers elected to not finish the
final race. The swells were challenging and six
sailors ended up in the water. All the sailors
were amazing in helping out and two of the
boats were able to pull their own crew members
back on board. The weather and line boats were
pressed into rescue duty and helped retrieve
sailors from the water. All sailors and boats
made it safely back at the end of the regatta.

The Martin fleet had the highest turnout
with 12 boats, followed by the J/70s with 11
boats in their second year at CYC for
Midwinters. The racing was highly competitive
with CYC members Jeff Janov on Minor Threat
winning the J70 class, Peter Stazicker, on
Trolleycar winning the Martin 242 class, and
Dan McGanty on Mistral winning the Level 75
class. In the Star class, George Szabo and Isao
Toyama of San Diego YC placed first and CYC
member Myles Pritchard and Keith Dodson
came in second. 

The racers relaxed and unwound after each
day of racing back at the Club at the hospitality
party. Trophies were presented by Commodore
Debbie Feinerman and SCYA representative
Themis Glatman.

Thanks to all the volunteers and the staff of
CYC who made this regatta a success. We
appreciate all the sailors who participated and
wish everyone a successful year of racing.

SCYA Midwinter Regatta Opens 
CYC’s 2019 Fleet Racing Season

By TAWNI SCHUTTER and CHRIS CALINGAERT, Regatta Co-chairs

Peter Stazicker’s Trolleycar (aqua hull), winner of the 12-boat Martin 242 class, is
chased by S/C Tom O’Connor’s Blarney (yellow hull).

Jeff Janov won the J/70 class.

Myles Pritchard (8072), second in the Star fleet
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Four days of fantastic high-quality racing. A little bit of
rain, but mostly sunshine and great sailing at the New
Zealand Women's Match Racing Championship,

February 9-12. 
Team BAAAM consisted of Allie Blecher (CYC)

skippering, Beka Schiff (CYC) on main and tactics, Mary
Stuyvesant (CYC) as pit, Annabelle Huyard (San Diego YC) as
kite trim, and Ali Blumenthal (Belport YC) on jib trim and bow.

Having never spent time on an Elliott 7m, the boat
handling learning curve was steep right away. It didn’t take us
much time to get the handle on it, so day 1 landed some solid
wins against key players in the first round robin, setting us up
nicely against the seven other teams competing. 

The venue, Auckland Harbor right at the bridge, is
spectacular, but local knowledge is key. There is a strong tidal
current and you not only had to pay attention to the ebb and
flood, but depth in certain parts of the harbor. 

After the 15-18 knots on day 1, we found ourselves the
morning of day 2 with light and variable conditions with quite a
bit of current. After leading the first race until the final upwind
leg, we quickly realized how important one particular part of
the bay played in the local knowledge game. It was a section of
the mooring field not necessarily on the race course that
allowed one of the New Zealand teams to pass us and take the
win. We battled back and finished with a better score than the
previous day. 

Racing was competitive with teams from New Zealand,
Australia, the United States, and India. CYC member Marilyn
Cassedy put together an international team of Americans and
Kiwis. Each morning on our way to the briefing at the Royal
New Zealand Yacht Squadron, we walked by the America’s Cup
trophy. Sailing is no joke in Auckland, comparable to football
in Texas. They take it seriously and sail all of the time.

Going into the semifinals we were pretty excited to be
racing against Susannah Pyatt’s New Zealand team. We knew it
was anyone’s game and that we needed to be clean and push
our limits to come away with the win. We went into the pre-
start of the first two races strong, winning both off the start line.
With some lighter conditions and knowing the team was local,
we had to stay on our game and make sure no mistakes were
made. We were 2-1 at the end of day 3, and ready to seal the
deal the next morning. 

Going into the fourth race of the semi-finals we ended up

with a penalty during the prestart. In match racing you have the
opportunity cancel your penalty - we needed to get rid of it
somewhere during the race or force a penalty on the other boat.
We had no such luck on the first upwind but at the end of the
downwind we were able to clear our penalty and close the gap
on the other team. It was an even race once again. 

The two boats split at the bottom gates and we made the
first cross. It was almost over. A couple more shifts up the course
caused the leaders to change back and forth, but it was us, Team
BAAAM from CYC, who crossed the finish line first. We
defeated two-time NZ Women’s Match Racing Champion and
2012 Match Race Olympian Susannah Pyatt in the semifinals,
setting up a NZ vs. USA finale.
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Blecher and CYC 
Take Second

in New Zealand
Women’s 

Match Racing
Championship

By ALLIE BLECHER and MARY STUYVESANT



The finals for us were a bit trickier. We were up
against another local NZ team in their boats on their
venue. We gave them a hard run for their money in each
race. Ultimately, they walked away with the win. It was a
fantastic event with quality teams on the water making
the level of competition high with many lessons learned. 

Huge thank you to CYC for all their support, to the
Competition Fund, and to those who have helped us as
team both on and off the water. 
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Allie Blecher leads the eventual winner, Celia Willison
(RNZYS), in one of the final matches of the series.

Team CYC: Beka Schiff, Ali Blumenthal, skipper
Allie Blecher, Mary Stuyvesant, and Annabelle

Huyard in front of the America’s Cup at RNZYS
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February 23-24 marked the 2019 running of the Optimist Spring
Regatta Harken Challenge #1 at CYC. This is the first regatta of
the year for the 2019 Harken Series, with three others to follow

at various California venues. This regatta always has a good turnout of
young sailors and this year was no exception. We had 48 sailors in the
Champ Fleet and 18 sailors in the Green Fleet. The racers came from
as far away as San Francisco, and all came ready to compete. 

We were fortunate as in this rainy winter we are having, the
weather held for the whole weekend. We were honored to have
Commodore Debbie Feinerman as our PRO. Commodore Debbie and
her great race committee kept the racers busy with a total of seven
races. Four races were completed on Saturday and three races were
completed Sunday. There were certainly some tired sailors at the end
of the weekend, but they were ready to enjoy the post-race appetizers
and trophy presentation.

CYC’s very own Katharine Doble was the overall regatta winner
and collected three trophies – overall first place, Red Fleet first place,
and best girl – an impressive showing! CYC’s Mora Moro took third in
the Blue Fleet. It seemed a fun time was had by all, and, as always, a
big thanks goes out to all the race committee, on-shore volunteers, and
CYC staff who help make events like this run smoothly!

CYC’s Katharine Doble 
Wins the Harken Opti Spring Regatta

By First Officer MICHELLE PARKER ONDREY, Regatta Chair

Katharine Doble, overall winner, first place in the Red
Fleet, and best girl
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Forty-eight racers were on the line in the Champs Fleet.
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Lucca Farrell (17137)

Carsten Ziegler

Balloon 
Fishing Contest 

Winner
By EVAN DAVIS, Dockmaster

This month’s balloon fishing wizard is
Bari Belcher, who snagged these
valentines off the bay while serving

on race committee for the Harken Opti
Spring Regatta in February. Great multi-
tasking, Bari! Enjoy the prime rib dinner.

Bounty for the member bringing in the
most disabled balloons off our bay is a
prime rib dinner for two at the Club. Send a
photo of your catch to the dock office for
consideration. One prize will be awarded
each month.
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•   New 100-Metric ton Marine Travelift and Ways with 28-foot Beam as well as 
    a 60 & 35-ton Marine Travelift at MDR location and a 75 & 50-metric ton Marine 
    Travelift at Channel Islands location
•   Full service boat yard and marina with 30/50/100-amp power

13555 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey • (310) 823-8964
TBYMDR.COM

3615 S. Victoria Ave. , Oxnard • (805) 985-6800
TBYCI.COM

•   Most knowledgeable, experienced, and helpful staff in the Industry, including 
   three USCG licensed Master Captains on staff
•   Two convenient locations honoring reciprocal warranty and support
•   Largest Boat Yard in MDR and Ventura County

NEWLY RENOVATED-MDR LOCATION
BOATER FRIENDLY HAUL-OUT WAYS



New Zealand Women’s Match Racing Championship
February 9-12, Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron
8 teams

2 Allie Blecher and team

SCYA Midwinter Regatta
February 9-10, CYC
Martin 242: 12 boats

1 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
2 Brack Duker, Velerito
3 Tom O’Conor, Blarney
4 Marks Sands, Sandbox

J/70: 11 boats
1 Jeff Janov, Minor Threat

Star: 7 boats
2 Myles Pritchard/Keith Dodson

Level 75: 3 boats
1 Dan McGanty, Mistral

SCYA Optimist Midwinter Regatta/SCYYRA Carrie
Series #4
February 9-10, Del Rey YC
Opti Champs: 47 boats

3 Tessa Farrell; 1st in Blue Fleet
4 Katharine Doble; 2nd in Red Fleet
6 Callie Davis
8 Mika Steinberg

SDYC Women’s Winter Invitational
February 16-17, San Diego YC
20 teams

1 Allie Blecher and team

Optimist Spring Regatta Harken Challenge #1 
February 23-24, CYC
48 boats

1 Katharine Doble; 1st Red Fleet, top girl
5 Callie Davis

Winners Circle
By PAULA CAMERON

CYC at the Star Junior
World Championship

Sunset Series 
Launches April 17 

By Series Co-chairs MIRIAM MOSES, 
SEO KAREN STIRLING, and CHRIS GOROG

April brings the beginning of the Sunset Series, a CYC
Wednesday night tradition for many years. The 2019
season schedule features 22 weeks of exciting racing,

great summer evening weather, and good times back at the Club
as racers gather for music, barbeque, and post-race libations.

Not to be missed are the Rules Seminar on Wednesday, April
3, and the Sunset Series Seminar on Wednesday, April 10. Learn
the latest updates on rules and hear tips from the experts. The
Sunset Series Seminar serves as our traditional meet-and-greet
session helping skippers and crew to connect. Whether your boat
needs crew, or you are a sailor looking for a ride, this is the best
place to get connected to get out on the water. All racers and
sailors are invited to attend and enjoy CYC’s hospitality.

Racing begins on Wednesday, April 17, and continues each
Wednesday thereafter through September 11. The signal boat, the
Charles Hathaway, anchors off the “SS” mark each Wednesday
and racing classes will start in five-minute intervals. First
warning signal is at 1750 hours. 

Class flags are available for purchase at the CYC front desk
for racers who may need them. PHRF racers should be sure their
certification is current. 

The Sunset Series has its own informative newsletter filled
with information about upcoming events related to the series and
recapping the results of each Wednesday night. The newsletter
also provides highlights of upcoming menus and special nights of
celebration. 

If you would like to be included in this mailing, please send
an email request to cyc-sunset-series@cycfleet.com.
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Tessa Farrell placed first in the Blue Fleet and
third overall at the SCYA Optimist Midwinter
Regatta/Carrie #4.

Myles Pritchard,
sporting full sun
protection under a
CYC Starlight Series
hat, and skipper
Martim Anderson
(Clube Naval de
Portimão, Portugal)
finished 20th of 36
boats at the Star
Junior World
Championship hosted
by Coral Reef YC,
February 3-6 in

Miami. Eugenio Cingolani and skipper Hoel Menard (St. Francis
YC) placed 21st. This was the inaugural world championship for
skippers 30 and under.
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What is it that you want to do more
than anything when you get back
from match racing in New Zealand?

Jump in a car two days later and head down to
San Diego to race! Grab your gear bag and go!
Allie Blecher (skipper) called upon some of her
Lipton Cup teammates, Simone Staff (main) and
Mary Stuyvesant (jib), to head to San Diego to
defend last year’s win at the Women’s Winter
Invitational February 16-17.   

Congratulations to Kris Zelman and San
Diego YC Commodore Jerilyn Beihl for really
getting this regatta going in its second year! It
has grown to 20 entries with teams from all over
the U.S.  and Mexico, bringing in many racers
with national championship titles. The lure of
Southern California racing in February is hard
to resist!

Racing is held inside in La Playa on the
SDYC J/22s with all-woman teams of three to
four members. Five teams fleet race against
each other with boat switches after each race.  

As a racer it can be a bit disconcerting,
because your scores get wiped at the end of
each round robin. At the end of the first day
with 24 races run, CYC was solidly in first
place, only to start over again on day 2 as we
were split into gold and silver fleets. We had
some good races in the next round and two,
unfortunately, that were not so good. CYC
moved into the finals in a tie-breaker against St.
Francis YC and U.S. match racing champion
Nicole Breault.

Racing conditions are unusual in La Playa.
The wind comes down the hill from Pt. Loma
and hits the water with a punch. It can easily be
a righty or a lefty and there is little indication to
what is coming. Small craft advisories meant
strong winds, quick races, and an obstacle
course of anchored boats in the cove seeking
shelter.

Going into the finals, a weather front came
in and the wind shifted 45 degrees which meant
course re-set, big gusts, and rain! So much for
sailing in sunny Southern California. Matched
against the top five teams, CYC rose to the
occasion sealing the win with three bullets in
the first of the five races, winning the San
Diego Winter Women’s Invitational for the
second year and remaining undefeated for the
history of the series.

CYC Wins San Diego YC's 
Women’s Winter Invitational

By MARY STUYVESANT

CYC’s Allie Blecher (left) challenges Nicole Breault (St. Francis YC).
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This boat screams adventure. And perfection - the engine
room gleams. Cliff and Shira Rome do roam in this custom
design yacht; Oasis has done 165,000 nautical miles, the

equivalent of six times around the world. Just when you think it’s
all too serious, stand facing the bow and look down (one tends to
look up which is 13.5 feet) and what do see painted on the ballast
just below the water’s surface? Batman! Why not Aquaman? Cliff
says his daughter, at the age of six, chose Batman.
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Interesting Boats
By JULIA MICHELLE DAWSON

Cliff and Shira Rome’s Delta 70’, Oasis, in Alaska 



On-the-Water Photo
Contest Winner

Setsuko Anthony took this classic Sunset Series
photo last year during race 17 on August 15.
She captured the sun setting behind Jay

Steinbeck’s Margaritaville 1½ as it raced toward the
finish line at the guest dock, followed by Chris
Gorog’s California Dream. The 22-race Sunset Series
begins April 17 this year.

Racers, race committee, and spectators: Your
2019 Sunset Series photo could be featured in the
Breeze. For consideration, submit your photo to Paula
Cameron at cyc-breeze-editor@cycfleet.com.

Congratulations to Setsuko on winning a bottle
of fine wine selected by Food and Beverage Director
Steve Bell. 

Let us know where you
and your CYC burgee
have been. Pack your

burgee on your travels and
take a picture of it with you
and your fellow CYC
members. Submit to the
Breeze editor, cyc-breeze-
editor@cycfleet.com.

CYC Burgee
Travels
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Russ and Lisa Carrington met up with S/C Chuck Wright
and Debbie on a Windstar Cruise in the Caribbean.

Paula Cameron decorated
her toes with the CYC
burgee for Opening Day.

S/C Alice Leahey, Mike Priest, and S/C Kellie Fennessy
visited Easter Island. Bob Congdon took the photo while a
moai that is hundreds of years old stood guard over the group.



S/C Richard
Hamlin second
from right, back

row) searched his
archives to find this
photo of the Epicurean
Society from the 1980s
and we’ve taken a shine
to it. That’s CYC
President Steve
Hathaway second from
left, front row. Richard
also identified several
staff commodores: S/C
Frank Gleberman, S/C
Millard Rosing, S/C
Howard Ryan, and S/C
Martin McCarthy. Whom
else do you recognize
among this distinguished
group? Contact S/C
Richard Hamlin with
additional names.

CYC Flashback! 
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The February book discussion, led by Anna White,
of John Grisham’s “The Innocent Man” was
intense! Over wine and cheese we probed the

issue of abuse of our legal system and how police,
prosecutors, and courts can ignore facts to get a quick
solution to a crime. The death penalty certainly has to be
considered when so many wrongful prosecutions are
documented. Some minds were changed but all were
affected by the very concerning true story. 

Upcoming Meetings 
April 18: “In the Garden of Beasts” by Erik Larson.

It will be moderated by Connie Webster.
May 16: Patricia Smiley’s latest novel, “The Second

Goodbye.” Patricia, a CYC member, will moderate her
book!

“The Innocent Man”
Prompts Intense

Discussion
BY MICHAEL and LESLIE CUBBIN 

Happy Hour Book Club Co-chairs
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The forecast called for a high
temperature of 60 degrees, with
the threat of thunderstorms

throughout the day. But that ominous
outlook didn’t keep the CYCWA paddle
tennis team off the courts for their annual
Welcome Day on February 21. The Club’s
tennis pro, Leslie Howard, was on hand to
give basic instruction to those new to the
game, and to organize live ball clinics for
our more experienced players. Those
lessons instantly paid off, with the cry “I
learned that from Leslie!” resonating on
the courts during the matches that filled
the rest of the morning.  

With storm clouds gathering, the
group moved to the dining room to enjoy
a no-host luncheon. The day was made
extra-special by celebrating the 98th
birthday of long-time player Trudy
Kauffman. Trudy is living proof that
paddle tennis keeps you young!

The CYCWA paddle tennis group meets every Tuesday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. until noon, and welcomes new players of
all levels to join the fun. Just let us know that you’re coming

and we’ll have a paddle to lend you while you’re learning. For
more information, contact Co-chairs Lori Haythorn
(lori.haythorn@haythorn.org) or Marylyn Hoenemeyer
(hoenemeyer@roadrunner.com).  See you on the courts!

Paddle Tennis Welcome Day a Hit!
By MARYLYN HOENEMEYER, Co-chair



You can’t judge a book by its title! On the surface,
Camron Wright’s “The Rent Collector” presents a
family living in the squalor of a Cambodian garbage

dump and a drunken outcast who demands monthly payments
from the poor tenants who barely survive each day. But,
surprise, surprise, the novel is anything but depressing and, as
moderated by SEO Donna Petersen at our March 7 Book Mates
luncheon, it touched every reader’s heart and literary mind.
Donna started the proceedings with background on the author,
who gained inspiration from the documentary “River of Victory
Prophetic.” The waste dump, Stung Meanchey, exists and
becomes the unlikely location for a story that illuminates the
power of motherly love, redemption, and the value of literature
in a place of lost souls.   

Donna gave the discussion extra depth by focusing on
more than the survival and sacrifice issues. Symbols of rain,
both cleansing and toxic, and shelter, for protection as well as
for a wall we build around ourselves, were presented. The
phoenix was discussed as a symbol of endurance and hope that,

like Sang Ly, despite all odds, rises from the literal and
figurative ashes of her surroundings. Everyone was touched
by the mother’s devotion to her son; her comment about living
a life where “the hope of tomorrow is traded to satisfy the
hunger of today” drew many responses. Luck also played a
major role in the novel. But what brought the most pleasure to
our readers was the stories within the story, each with its own
special meaning and purpose.  

Upcoming Meetings
May 2: “The Other Einstein,” by Marie Benedict, a

fictional account of the brilliant woman whose light was
eclipsed by Albert Einstein. SEO Norma Pratt will moderate.

June 6: S/C Bill Watkins will moderate W. Somerset
Maugham’s classic, “The Razor’s Edge,” a story of the trauma
of war and one man’s search to find meaning in his life.

July 11: The highly acclaimed “The Library Book,” by
Susan Orlean. SEO Dawn Sprout will moderate. Note that this
meeting will be on the second Thursday in July due to the
Fourth of July holiday.

“The Rent Collector” 
Offers Hope, Redemption, a Love of Literature

By VIRGINIA and IRA TELLER, Book Mates Co-chairs
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Littles Meet for
Family Yoga 

By SANDRA HAMMOND, 
Littles Event Co-chair

The Family Activities Committee invited a
teacher from Happy Baby Yoga and
Wellness Studio in El Segundo to teach a

family yoga class for parents and their little ones.
We had a big group in the Fireside Room doing
downward dogs and downward puppies.

The hour-long event included family yoga
with our instructor, Jules, who was a hit with the
parents and the kids. She had the whole room up
and moving using yoga and movement,
mindfulness, and music.

This was the Family Activities
Committee’s second Littles event and, based on
the continued success of this event, we plan to do
many more. So be on the look-out for more Littles
events coming soon.  
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Game On! 
By ANDREA HYNES, Event Co-chair

About 45 kids pressed “play” at the annual Gamer Night on
Saturday, February 2, at the Club, hosted by the Family
Activities Committee. The Fireside and Epicurean rooms

were turned into an old-school arcade complete with video games,
mini basketball hoops, ping pong, foosball, and a photo booth.
Kids also explored
a variety of games
available on video
game trucks parked
just outside by the
coral tree while
enjoying a
delicious taco bar
complete with
yummy grab-n-go
quesadillas for the
most active gamers.

After a
weekend filled
with rain and
heavy winds, the
night turned out to be a great way for young people ages 9-14 to
let off some steam, socialize, and play. It also gave their parents
the opportunity to do the same in the bar and restaurant upstairs!
“It was fantastic to enjoy a beautiful filet and sand dabs with my
husband in the dining room while the boys were entertained
downstairs. I can’t wait for the next one,” said Kristin Ziebarth.
This was truly an evening where kids felt welcomed and had a
chance to meet many other kids their age at the Club. “My son has
been going to game truck night for three years. He enjoyed making
new friends,” said Laura Cody.

Special thanks to my co-chairs Hilery Johnson and Valerie
Vestman whose fun
ideas and decor
made the night
memorable. We
appreciate the staff
from the front desk,
back office, as well
as catering and
banquet who helped
to support this event
by putting in place
all the key elements
to make this event a
success. Look for
more fun activities
for kids and their
families throughout
2019 organized by
volunteers of the
Family Activities
Committee!

Kate Ondrey (right) and friend show off their
fun assortment of photos from the photo booth.

Bin Rohmer and guest hoop it up.

Addie Eagen (right) and friend are ready to play.

The game bus was hopping!
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The Sunset Series is a Wednesday-night
regatta that runs for 22 weeks beginning
April 17. Under Chairs Miriam Moses,

SEO Karen Stirling, and Chris Gorog, both
racing and cruising fleets enjoy a weekly after-
work race followed by a great barbeque and
party on the pool patio. All are invited to the
Sunset Series seminar on April 10. You’ll learn
tips for successful sailing of the course, rules of
racing, and hear from a guest panel of experts. If
you are looking to crew, it’s a good time to meet
skippers looking for crew members.      

It’s tax time again and whether you expect a refund or end
up paying more to Uncle Sam, CYC is here to give some relief
at our annual 1040 Dinner. Enjoy chicken Parmesan, trout
almandine, or Salisbury steak prepared by Chef Fabio for only
$10.40, as well as our half-priced wine. This is a popular
event, so make a reservation to have your table ready. 

Power Fleet Chairs Alexa Carrington and Susan Gritz
invite all members to the spring dinner dance, “A Night in
Monaco,” on April 13. It promises to be a soiree not to be
missed with French food, casino games, and dancing. This
event is open to all members, just let us know you are coming.

The fourth annual Passover Seder dinner is planned for the
“second night” on April 20. Naomi Hochman has been the
backbone of organizing this family friendly celebration,

whether it’s been arranging the kids craft table or
sharing family recipes for gefilte fish (which is
delicious). All members are welcome to share in the
story of the Exodus, sing along with Cantor Teri
Sulc and her guitar, and enjoy a traditional Seder
meal. 

Easter brunch along with the Easter Bunny and
egg hunt will be hoppin’ your way on April 21. It’s
one of our big blow-out brunch buffets that keeps
families coming back every year. Be sure to make a
reservation!

If you want to learn the ropes of match racing, plan on
attending the match racing clinic on April 28. Chairs S/C David
Collins, Rear Commodore Tim Clarke, and Chris Calingaert will
be there to take you through rules and strategies of match racing.
Throughout the year, there is match racing on the Club-owned
Martin 242s. Even if you aren’t a racer, you can enjoy watching
from the guest dock. Check out the Club calendar for race days. 

May 1-5 you will see Opti sailors from across the country
competing for a spot on the U.S. Opti Team at the Opti Team
Trials May 2-5. Give these sailors and their families a warm
CYC welcome. 

Cinco de Mayo is coming to the bar on May 5. Chef Fabio
has some great food in store to pair with some traditional and
not-so-traditional drink specials. 

I look forward to seeing you ‘round the Club!

From the Manager
By MICHELE UNDERWOOD

In Memoriam

S/C D. Stephen Deskey
CYC member 

since 1963

Dickinson C. Ross 
CYC member

since 1978
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      Sunday              Monday            Tuesday          Wednesday         Thursday             Friday             Saturday

MAY 2019

APRIL 2019

28

14

21

7

Intro to Fleet
Racing

Match Racing
Clinigatta
Opti Team Trials:
registration and
measurement
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
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CALIFORNIA YACHT CLUB
4469 Admiralty Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292  •  310-823-4567 • Fax: 310-822-3658

17

26

Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Adult Learn to
Sail #1

Pickleball
Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

10 11

Wine & 
Chocolate Dinner

Seafood Buffet

Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

Opti Team Trials

Seafood Buffet

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Opti Team Trials
Adult Learn to
Sail #2
Pickleball
Malibu Day Cruise

Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

Club closed

Epicurean
Dinner

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

Club closed

Evening
Pickleball

Women’s PT
CYCWA Board Mtg.
Jr. Comm. Mtg.
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Starlight Series
Begins

11

Passover 
Begins

27

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Opti Team Trials
Fleet Council
Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Book Mates

9 10

65432

Bridge Club
Opti Team Trials:
registration and
measurement
Sunset Series
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

8

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Bridge Club

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Sunset Series
Rules Seminar

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Harris Regatta
Knit or Knot
YP Yoga

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Adult Learn to
Sail #1
A Night in 
Monaco
Pickleball
Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Adult Learn to
Sail #1
Pickleball
Passover Seder
Passover Ends
Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Adult Learn to
Sail #1
Pickleball

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Flower Arranging 
Fam. Comm. Mtg.
HH Book Club
SCPC Mtg.
Match Racing Playoffs
Mah Jongg

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Fleet Council
Mtg.
Mah Jongg

Book Mates

Bridge Club

Sunset Series
Begins

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Bridge Club
Art Aficionados
Sunset Series

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

24 Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
YP Happy Hour
Bridge Mtg.
New Member Mtg.
Mah Jongg

2523

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Adult Learn to
Sail #2

Pickleball

Bridge Club
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Sunset Series 
Art Aficionados

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Opti Team Trials
Knit or Knot
YP Yoga
Cinco de Mayo
Celebration

Bridge Club
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Sunset Series
Seminar
Art Aficionados

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Women’s PT
CYCWA Board
Mtg.
Jr. Comm. Mtg.
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Mah Jongg
1040 Dinner

Club closed
Opti Team Trials:
registration &
measurement
Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Breeze deadline

13

19

Easter Sunday
Easter Brunch and
Easter Egg Hunt

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

20

12

18
Intro to Fleet
Racing

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

APRIL HIGHLIGHTS
3      Sunset Series Rules Seminar
5      Wine & Chocolate Dinner
7      Harris Regatta
10    Sunset Series Seminar
11    1040 Dinner

13    A Night in Monaco
17    Sunset Series Begins
20    Passover Seder
21    Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt
28   Match Racing Clinigatta

Always check calyachtclub.com for the most current event information.



ALLIE BLECHER
NEW ZEALAND WOMEN’S 
MATCH RACING CHAMPIONSHIP


