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Each year the Commodore is asked to
choose a theme—a thought or an image
expressed in a phrase that adds a

special flavor to the Club’s numerous
yachting and social activities held throughout
the calendar year.      

With such a diverse calendar of events,
finding something that could enhance the
endeavors of racing sailors, cruising sailors,
paddle sport athletes, all manner of aqua sport
types, family activities, young members, and
in general, all our Club party animals (yes,
that’s right … you know who you are!) …
coming up with an appropriate theme was
quite the challenge.

Barbie and I gave this a great deal of thought—more than
a year, on and off—but we think we came up with a good one.

We love coming to the Club. We enjoy the restaurant, the
bar, and we think that CYC’s anchorage is a terrific place to
keep boats. We’ve been members for a long time, and during
those years have made good and longtime friends. We have
raced, cruised, been involved with juniors during the years our
daughter Allie was growing up, and generally have always
enjoyed being around the Club.  

We realized that the answer to choosing an appropriate
theme for this year was right under our noses all along … that
the best part of our yachting lifestyle is right here … at home,
at our yacht club.  

So, we thought we should stop and take stock of what’s
right here … all around us. This wonderful facility, great
people, the beautiful harbor and Santa Monica Bay, and
especially Catalina Island—it’s all a real treasure—right here,
all right at home.

Now for the fun part. Yes, the Club is a treasure. And, as
members of CYC, we get to appreciate this treasure whenever
we want (well, except Mondays and Tuesdays!). We asked
ourselves, who is it that is most associated with treasure?
Aargh, matey, pirates, of course! Need I say more about this?  

A famous author once wrote that pirates spend their whole
lives following a treasure map, when the real treasure is
actually the friendships they made along the way. I have
always liked this notion. Consider this when spending time
around the Club. The treasure really is, all around us.  

Barbie and I sincerely hope you will embrace the idea that
“The Treasure Is All Around Us” this year during your time at
the Club. 

Installation and Awards Dinner
This is the one event at our Club that celebrates the

membership, our “fleet” at CYC.  Come to the Installation and
Awards dinner on January 13 and help install the new Bridge

Officers, the Fleet Officers, and see who will
be named our Hal Haenel Yachtsman of the
Year and the Yacht of the Year Award!  And,
perhaps the most prestigious award of them
all—there is always room for the Big
Blooper Award! Make reservations, put
together a table (Gloria in the main office
will be happy to help you do this), and enjoy
this special evening.

CYC Women's Association 
Congratulations and best wishes to

Executive Officer Diane Howard and the
2018 board members of the CYCWA. It’s no
secret that so many events and happenings
around the Club are driven by the CYCWA.

In addition to producing wonderful events as part of their
busy calendar, this organization supports many other
activities around the Club, and in doing so, helps to make
the Club the treasure that it is.  

Interesting Boats at CYC
CYC has some truly interesting craft among its

membership. I always enjoy walking the docks, or the dry
storage area, and perusing the varied tastes our members
have when it comes to their boats and water toys.

As Commodore, I get to write 12 of these columns.
The plan is to write a paragraph or two on interesting
boats, offering an abbreviated profile on one each month.  

January’s boat is Fred Lanes’ Nordhaven 35. He just
brought the boat down from the Pacific Northwest this past
summer where
it spent more
than a year
cruising that
lovely area.
While he
thoroughly
enjoyed the
deep, dark
waters of
Anacortes, Fred
reports that he
is now ready to
wear shorts,
instead of ski
clothes, when
enjoying time
aboard Searcher here in Southern California.  Searcher is
currently docked in A basin, waiting for a slip to become
available at the Club. 

See ya on–or under–the water!

From the
Commodore

Commodore 
Mike Blecher

The Treasure Is All Around Us
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February marks the beginning of the 2018 racing
season at CYC and we are always looking for
new race committee volunteers who would like

to share in the excitement of the regattas. Each
regatta is staffed with volunteers out on the water in
Santa Monica Bay, setting marks and signaling starts,
as well as the critical volunteers who help with
registration and get the results out to the racers at the
end of the day from the comfort of the clubhouse.  It
definitely takes a team to put on a successful regatta. 

A CYC race committee orientation seminar is
scheduled for Saturday, February 3, from 9 a.m. to
noon for anyone who would like to know more about
how a race committee functions. No prior experience
is necessary. The informal session will give all
interested members an opportunity to see how
volunteers make sure our regattas are the best around.
Meeting in the hoist area, we will walk through the
process of setting up a race course and running great
races, followed by hands-on opportunities.      

Race committee participation is a great way to
be part of the racing tradition of CYC, meet people,
and join in on the post-race social activities. For
more information or to sign up for the seminar,
contact me at lori.haythorn@haythorn.org.

Don’t Be Left on the Dock This Racing Season!
Become a CYC Race Committee Volunteer

By LORI HAYTHORN

Be part of CYC’s racing
tradition on our signal boat,
the Charles Hathaway.

Photo by Tami Rae loadedcanon.us

CYC Race Committee 
Orientation Seminar

Saturday, February 3
9 a.m. to noon

Join volunteers like
Alejandro Bugacov
and Chris Gale on a
markset boat.
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Activities Abound
Join in the Fun!

By Port Captain MONICA ANTOLA

Please join us January 28, 2 to 4 p.m., for a fun afternoon
of complimentary wine, beer, and hors d’oeuvres with
your fellow Club members at the Activities Showcase.

Find out about all the great clubs, groups, and events CYC
offers. Be sure to bring your calendar so you can save the dates
to take part in these spectacular opportunities.

The Activities Showcase is a great way to find out more about
what’s available at the Club.  With plenty of members on hand
to provide further information, this is a wonderful opportunity
to discover what events are happening in 2018. One of the
many benefits of your membership is the variety of activities

we offer, whether you are interested in being on the water, under
the water, or on dry land, the Club has something for you. From
cruising, racing sailboats, paddle tennis, or scuba diving, to
something a little more relaxing like our book clubs, mah jongg,
bridge, or painting. We have an activity specifically to suit your
interests.

There will be something for all ages. No doubt the Power
Fleet will be in full party mode and the Family Activities
Committee’s energy will be infectious. This is a prime opportunity
to try something exciting and new. We look forward to you
joining us. 

Fitness Classes 
at CYC in 2018

By MARY STUART DEIBEL, 
Director of Membership and Marketing

CYC will host fitness classes one
Sunday a month at the Club. Weather
permitting, each class will take place

on the front lawn, but in case of inclement
weather, then we’ll still have the class inside
the clubhouse in the downstairs event space.
We’ll be rotating the type of class each
month between Pilates, Zumba, yoga, and
boot camp. The classes will last one hour,
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Please arrive a few
minutes early if you need to stretch, as the
classes will begin promptly at 10 a.m. Each
class will be taught by a certified instructor
and will be complimentary to all members.
As a CYC member, you may bring one guest
with you and their spot will be
complimentary as well.

Please sign up on the CYC website
calendar or call the front desk to reserve a
spot so we can have an accurate head count
each week. If you have any questions about
the classes, please contact Mary Stuart
Deibel in the Membership Office. We hope
you’ll come and try some of the classes;
they’ll be a lot of fun and a great way to
work out with friends!  
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2018 Fitness Class Schedule
Sundays, 10 - 11 a.m.

JANUARY 7
Pilates

FEBRUARY 4
Zumba

MARCH 4
Boot Camp

APRIL 8
Yoga

MAY 20
Pilates

JUNE 3
Boot Camp

JULY 1
Yoga

AUGUST 5
Pilates

SEPTEMBER 16
Boot Camp

OCTOBER 7
Zumba

NOVEMBER 4
Pilates

DECEMBER 9
Boot Camp



Ladies – let’s get ready for the 2018 sailing
season by getting in shape!  On Sunday,
January 14, at 9 a.m., we will have a one-

hour stretch and flex session for women sailors,
led by Casey Kammel of Executive Fitness.  

Casey and his wife Lisa are ACE-certified
fitness instructors and have developed a warm-
up class specifically for sailors. The goal of this
active warm-up/movement preparation class is
just that, to prepare the body for movement. We
will be using muscles and joints in ways that
promote function specifically in sailing. These
movements will carry over into your normal
activities of daily living as well.

Wear comfortable athletic clothing. Shoes
are optional as the stretches and movements can
be done barefoot or in socks. The class will be
held in the Fireside Room at CYC, which is
carpeted.  If you prefer, bring an exercise mat
or towel as we will be on the floor for some of
the class.

There is no fee for this class, however
attendance is limited to 50 CYC members.
Please call 310-823-4567 to reserve your spot!
Go to executivefitness.com to learn more about
Casey and his team.
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An Executive Fitness coach leads a group of CYC racers in pre-race
stretching exercises.
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Winners
Circle

By PAULA CAMERON Curt Johnson (Avet) was second overall in
the 2017 ASMBYC High Point Series. CYC
racers, as a group, placed second (behind
King Harbor YC) out of the five competing
yacht clubs.

Women’s Sailing Fitness Stretch & Flex Session
January 14, 9 a.m.

By SUE SERVICE 
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On Monday, October 30, Erik Oistad’s
61-foot, steel-hulled Abeking &
Rasmussen cutter-rigged sloop,

Angantyr (rhymes with beer), left San Diego
Bay for Cabo San Lucas on the 24th annual
Baja Ha-Ha with more than 140 other boats.
On board were Erik; Erik’s friend, Scott Self,
from Dallas, Texas; Scott’s crew member on
his catamaran, Taylon Starr; S/C Bill
Petersen; Paul Sabella; and S/C Bill Watkins.
With light winds, the fleet was led from the
harbor by a U.S. Navy ship and two fire
boats. Angantyr left San Diego Harbor flying
Commodore Kellie Fennessy’s huge CYC
burgee from the jib halyard.   

Sailing under nice winds with a
following sea for the first seven hours, the
crew settled into watches (two hours on, 10
hours off) for the three-day run to Turtle Bay.
It was time to see what Angantyr could do.
Under the direction of Bill Petersen, who found
the massive asymmetrical spinnaker in the stern

hold, it took about half a day to rig a halyard
up the 90-foot mast and line up the sock.
With everything ready, we hoisted the
asymmetrical for the first time in the 10
years that Erik has owned Angantyr, and it
was a glorious sight. And thanks to Bill
Petersen and Erik, who caught a yellow fin
tuna, we had sushi with wasabi for a snack –
awesome.

During the two-day layover in Turtle
Bay, festivities included a softball game that
Scott played in (with a few aches and pains
for the next two days), and dinner at Maria’s
and a local hotel. We also took on fuel from
a local ponga that was servicing boats in the
harbor. 

On Saturday, November 4, the Baja Ha-
Ha fleet headed south for the two-day run to
Bahia Santa Maria. Angantyr was off and
sailing with a nice breeze for the next two
days and only a couple hours powering. On
the way, we saw two large whales who were

Angantyr and the 
24th Annual Baja Ha-Ha

By S/C BILL WATKINS

S/C Bill Petersen gets the
asymmetrical flying!



approaching us from our port side. The lead whale
passed a few yards in front of Angantyr. The second
whale, which was aiming at our port beam, submerged,
and glided beneath us. Not a brush or scrape on the
center boards, and it never changed its position in
relation to the other whale. They are exciting creatures.

Somewhere along the way we hooked into
something very big with one of our two trailing fishing
lines. As the line was spooling out, Bill Petersen tried
tightening the drag, but with no effect. A large sail fish
breached behind us and immediately dove.  The line
zinged out until the bitter end snapped off the spool
with a scary loud bang. Those on deck stood in shock
for what we had just seen.

After two days at sea, we arrived just after sunset
at Bahia Santa Maria, and anchored in the northwest
corner of the bay. With two days in Bahia Santa Maria,
Erik got the watermaker working by the second day.
Luxury   ̶ we had a full tank of water! On the afternoon
of the second day, the fleet met on shore for a beach
party, with food and drinks sold by community
members from the town of San Carlos, which is on the
north shore of Bahia Magdalena, a few miles away. It
was a wonderful day in the warm sun of Baja
California Sur.

On Wednesday, November 8, Richard Spindler,
who is the retired publisher of Latitude 38 and
'Lectronic Latitude, which sponsor the Ha-Ha, and the
Grand Poobah and leader of the fleet, started us on leg
three from Bahia Santa Maria to Cabo San Lucas. With
lots of light-air sailing and motoring, Angantyr arrived
early Thursday afternoon, November 9, passing Cabo
Falso, rounding the iconic arches, and safely anchoring
in the bay of Cabo San Lucas near the marina entrance
and what is left of the old Hacienda Hotel.  

Greeting us at the Baja Ha-Ha party at Squid Row
that night was Commodore Kellie Fennessy and Mike
Priest, who was there to return one of the boats in the
fleet back to Marina del Rey. It was another fun night
of food, beverages, and dancing.

The following day, Friday, November 10, our last
full day in Cabo San Lucas, the fleet had its last beach
party with excellent food and local music in the
shadow of two large cruise ships that were anchored in
the harbor. Cabo San Lucas is not the quiet little town
it used to be. And the beach party was a wonderful
event to end our 12 days at sea and at anchor in three
beautiful anchorages.  

On Saturday, November 11, we lowered
Commodore Fennessy’s huge burgee for the last time
on this trip. Paul Sabella and Bill Watkins flew home,
while Erik, Bill Petersen, Scott, and Taylon took
Angantyr around to her slip in Marina Palmira, La Paz,
where she is ready to start her winter adventures in the
Sea of Cortez. 

Thank you, Erik and Angantyr, from her crew for
a wonderful ride down the west coast of Baja
California. 
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Erik Oistad catches a dorado.

Passing gray whales

Erik Oistad, S/C Bill Petersen, Scott Self, Paul Sabella, and S/C Bill
Watkins
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Match racing is as exciting to watch as it is to sail, and
the 2017 Butler Cup was no exception. CYC’s Team
Cassedy was invited to Long Beach Yacht Club for the

Grade 4 Butler Cup November 3-5 to match race the Catalina
37s. Representing CYC were members Marilyn Cassedy, Stine
Cacavas, Britni Schroeder, and Jason Schroeder, who teamed up
with local sailors Jennifer Arrington, Henry Brawner, Patricia
Lapadula, and Don Schultz for a strong showing in the
Congressional Cup Stadium at Belmont Shore.  

A light-air practice session on Friday allowed the team
members to practice pre-starts with the Long Beach Yacht Club
team, and to fine-tune spinnaker sets, gybes, and take-downs.

Saturday brought a different set of conditions, where the
breeze was up early, and teamwork and planning became
paramount. Going into the first of eight matches on Saturday,
Team Cassedy won the pre-start against Team Levy (Santa
Cruz Yacht Club/Rhino Racing) and quick tacks and early
spinnaker take-downs ensured we had good leeward mark
roundings, resulting in a win. In our third race of the day,
Marilyn’s solid driving and Stine’s crafty tactics led to another
pre-start win, and a gap to weather for the first upwind leg.
Once again the teamwork was excellent during maneuvers,
resulting in a second win. At the end of the first day of racing,
Team Cassedy was in third place with a record of 3-5. 

CYC Takes Bronze at 
Long Beach Yacht Club’s Butler Cup

By MARILYN CASSEDY and BRITNI SCHROEDER

Team Cassedy: Back row: Jason Schroeder and
Henry Brawner. Front row: Jennifer Arrington,
Britni Schroeder, Patricia Lapadula, Stine Cacavas,
Marilyn Cassedy, and Don Schultz.
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One of the benefits of match racing is that there is a
debriefing session with the regatta umpires where sailors have
the opportunity to clarify penalties incurred, how to prevent
those penalties, and what factors resulted in the umpire’s
decision. During one race, we incurred a twin penalty for failing
to keep clear in the pre-start. The entire team headed to the
umpire room and learned about the umpire’s decision and how
to prevent the penalty in the future. 

Sunday dawned bright and beautiful, and spirits were high
going into the final round-robin. The team had to switch back
into lighter-air mode for the four matches that day. Once again,
Marilyn and Stine worked together to position us for a strong
start against Team Wagner of Chicago YC. A grueling tacking
duel upwind helped us put more distance on our competitor,
resulting in a win and securing the third place position. We felt
that the weekend was a success: much was learned, large and
small successes were had, and there was a lot of laughter on our
cohesive team.

This regatta was a great end to Team Cassedy’s first year of
match racing. Throughout the year we have consistently grown
as a team and as friends, while also increasing our knowledge
and skills as sailors. This past year our matches have taken us to
Chicago, San Francisco, Marina del Rey, and Long Beach,
where we have sailed a variety of boats in a variety of
conditions. We would like to thank the CYC Competition Fund
and Santa Monica Bay Sailing Foundation for their financial
support this year and our families and friends who support us on
and off the water. We can’t wait to get back out there next year!
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Racing into 2018
at CYC! 

By CHRISTINA TARANTOLA, 
Sail Committee Chair

Did Santa bring you new sails for Christmas? Perhaps someone you
love gave you new electronics, or perhaps you rewarded yourself for a
year of good behavior with a new bottom job … .   

Naughty or nice, the holidays are over and another year of fun and
exciting racing at CYC is upon us.

We begin the season with the SCYA Midwinter Regatta in February,
welcoming numerous One Design classes. Cal Cup – featuring the
impressive Pac52 fleet – will run concurrently with Cal Race Week in early
June, so the competition will be more fierce and the parties bigger than ever.
This year, we are the proud hosts of CFJ Nationals in July and Star North
Americans in August. 

As always, our beloved Sunset Series kicks off in April (no race on
Wednesday, July 4) and the Starlight Series begins in May. The Pacific Cup
Deepwater Series promises three races, each with a different format. Friday
night match racing continues to grow in popularity, and this year, it will
finish with a Championship Regatta and an Invitational Challenge. 

None of these races would be possible without our fantastic teams of
volunteers – both on and off the water. On January 21, we will hold our Race
Committee Appreciation Party for everyone who helped out in 2017. If
you’re interested in getting involved, but don’t know how, our February 3
Race Committee Training Day will get you ready to help on the Charles
Hathaway or on a markset boat. 

If you’re still not sure, come visit the Sail Committee table at Activities
Day on January 28 to find out more. Everyone is welcome. 

2018 Race Calendar

January
21       RC Appreciation Party 

February 
3         Race Committee Training Day
10-11  SCYA Midwinter Regatta
24-25  Harken #1 Opti

April
4         Sunset Series Cruising Class Seminar
6         Friday Match Racing (begins)
8         Harris Regatta
11       Sunset Series Seminar
18       Sunset Series (begins)
20       Friday Match Racing 
22       Match Racing Clinigatta

May
4         Friday Match Racing 
17       Starlight Series (begins)
20       Pacific Cup Deepwater Series #1
25       Friday Match Racing 

June
1-3      Cal Cup 
2-3      Cal Race Week
8         Friday Match Racing 
29       Friday Match Racing 

July
8         Pacific Cup Deepwater Series #2
13       Friday Match Racing 
21       Summer One Design
26-29  CFJ Nationals

August
3         Friday Match Racing 
5         Pacific Cup Deepwater Series #3
9         Starlight Series (ends)
10       Friday Match Racing 
11-12  King of Spain
14-19  Star North Americans
24       Friday Match Racing 

September 
5         Sunset Series (ends)
7         Friday Match Racing 
12       King of the Hill
21       Friday Match Racing (ends)
29-30  Sanguinetti Team Race

October
7         Shadden #2
20       Match Racing Intra-Club Championship  
21       Match Racing Invitational Challenge 
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Opti Carrie Series #2/Fall Regatta
November 11-12, Ventura YC
Champ Fleet: 53 entries
Coached by Dane Wilson and
Guillaume Rasse. 

1 Katharine Doble
5 Jordan Janov
7 Tana Deyell
8 Callie Davis
9 Talia Hamlin
13 Harry Bryan
15 Emilie Doble
23 Carsten Zieger
26 Oliver Ahern
33 Tommy Kraak
44 Matthew Commons

Green Fleet coached by Julia
Rychlik. Participants: Noah Corelli,
Graham Doble, Boyer Tooley, Andy
Uznis

Turkey Day Regatta/SCYYRA
Hamlin and Ullman/Frost Series
November 18-19, Alamitos Bay YC
29er: 10 entries

9 Ryan Janov/Grant Janov
I420: 8 entries

1 Ansgar Jordan (Coronado YC)/
Patrick Mulcahy

7 Kai Malm (ABYC)/Bobby Little
Laser Radial: 28 entries
Coached by Bruno Mello.

1 Gavin McJones
8 Kieran Shocklee
26 Robert Suddath

Race Team Results
By GUILLAUME RASSE, Junior Program Director

A YEAR-ROUND BOAT SHOWAlmost

Long Beach Yacht Center 
at Shoreline Marina

30 BOATS ON DISPLAY: SAIL | POWER | ALL PRICE LEVELS

25 MINUTES FROM MARINA DEL REY 

360 DAYS PER YEAR

Marina del Rey Yacht Sales Long Beach Yacht Center
(310) 822-9814  | at Fisherman’s Village
13763 Fiji Way, E4 
Marina del Rey, CA 90292

(562) 983-6622  | at Shoreline Marina
114 E. Shoreline Drive, Gangway P

Long Beach, CA 90802

Marina del Rey Yacht Sales
at Fisherman’s Village

California Yacht Company, Steve Curran, Owner/Broker  • CAYACHTCO.com

Opti Carrie Series #2: Tana Deyell, Callie Davis, Katharine Doble, Noah Corelli,
Harry Bryan, Graham Doble, Talia Hamlin, and Jordan Janov

Turkey Day Regatta: Gavin McJones,
first place in the Laser class, wins a
turkey.
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The holidays were bountiful for
Dana Keith on Trident this year.
This master balloon hunter stalked

and captured 28 free-range critters for an
annual catch of 46 mylar kills in 2017.
Congrats Dana, great work! 

Bounty for the member bringing in
the most disabled balloons off our bay is
a prime rib dinner for two at the Club.
Send a photo of your catch to the dock
office for consideration. One prize will
be awarded each month.

Balloon Fishing 
Contest Winner

By EVAN DAVIS, Dockmaster
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Let us know where you and your CYC burgee
have been. Pack your burgee on your travels
and take a picture of it with you and your

fellow CYC members. Submit to the Breeze editor,
cyc-breeze-editor@cycfleet.com.

CYC Burgee
Travels

On-the-Water Photography Contest Winner

S/C Denny Haythorn submitted two dramatic photos this month, both taken during the November 2017 CUBAR (Cruise
Underway Baja Rally). San Diego YC hosts the powerboat rally that attracted 24 boats this year, cruising down the coast of Baja
California. Denny was on S/C Alex Benson’s Wild Blue, a Selene 53 Trawler. The wining photo was taken at sunset in Man of War
Cove in Bahia de Magdalena. Denny’s second photo (below) was taken at sunrise on the Sea of Cortez heading to La Paz, and
qualifies as a Burgee Travels submission. Denny has won a bottle of fine wine selected by General Manager Michele Underwood.

Submit your entry to: cyc-breeze-editor@cycfleet.com.

Bob Pratt, SEO Norma Pratt, CYCWA First Officer Diane Howard and Ron
are pictured at the windmills at Kinderdijk, Netherlands, built in 1738, and now
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The group took a Viking River Cruise from
Budapest to Amsterdam, visiting 15 cities and covering four countries
(Hungary, Austria, Germany, and the Netherlands).
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Hosted by 
Commodore Mike Blecher, 

aka Eros, the God of Love and Lust,
and 

his Sweetheart, Barbie

Tuesday, February 13
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CYCWA Paddle Tournament 
Ends in Three-Way Tie

By MARYLYN HOENEMEYER

All the courts were filled on November 9
during the CYCWA Fall Paddle Tennis
Tournament. The players completed five sets

using a round robin format that kept the games
moving and the partners changing. CYC’s new
paddle tennis pro, Leslie Howard, stopped by to
give some pointers that made the games even more
competitive. At the end of the morning’s play, it
was a three-way, unbreakable tie for first place.
Congratulations to Setsuko Anthony, Brenda Kyser,
and Christina Tarantola for their winning form.

The CYCWA Paddle Tennis group plays every
Tuesday and Thursday morning from 10 a.m. until
noon. We host occasional clinics and tournaments in
addition to our regular games. Contact S/C Cheryl
Mahaffey (cherylmahaffey@gmail.com) or Marylyn
Hoenemeyer (hoenemeyer@roadrunner.com) if
you’d like more information on how you can join
the fun.

Setsuko Anthony, Christina Tarantola, and Brenda Kyser celebrate their
tournament win.
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CYCWA ACTIVITIES
PADDLE TENNIS

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. to noon
Bring your paddles to the courts for fun-

filled, round-robin matches. No experience
required – all skill levels are welcome and invited
to participate. Following the play on Thursdays,
there is a no-host lunch in the dining room. Please
contact Co-chairs Marylyn Hoenemeyer and S/C
Cheryl Mahaffey for more details.  

BRIDGE CLUB
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Dining Room
We welcome all bridge players to come every

Wednesday, however, to clarify the arrangement, it
is necessary to form a foursome as each group
now playing is self-contained. Thank you for your
interest and if you would like to substitute, contact
Chair Joan Silver at 310-858-8080.

KNIT or KNOT
First and Third Sunday of the month

Cocktail Knitting, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Members Lounge

Knitters, crocheters, and needleworkers of
any sort are welcome to join us. Beginners and
new members are welcome as we have many
experienced craft persons who can help you with
that new or abandoned project. Cocktail knitting is
followed by a no-host dinner in the dining room.
Chair is Peggy Powers. 

MAH JONGG
Thursdays 1 p.m. in the bar area

Join us for this fascinating and strategic tile
game. All skill levels welcome. If you already
play mah jongg, you can also help teach the game
and strategies to members who are new to the
game. Just come and have some fun! For more
information, drop by or contact Chair Susan Allan.

PAINTING AFICIONADOS
Every second and fourth Wednesday

10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
If you enjoy drawing and painting, then

Painting Aficionados is for you. This January the
group will all be working on a large painting
which will be used for Activities Day with plans
to be auctioned off.  Don't miss this fun
opportunity and learn painting techniques in the
process. The group is fortunate to have some
incredible guidance and teaching from some of
our talented CYC artists. All skill levels
encouraged. For details, contact SEO Norma Pratt.

First Board Meeting of 2018
Thursday, January 11

4:30 p.m. social, 5 p.m. meeting, Fireside Room
All chairs are expected to come and launch the new year with

Executive Officer Diane Howard and her Board, and to report on and to
hear about all the exciting activities.   

CYCWA Installation Luncheon 
Saturday, January 6, 11:30 a.m. 

Come to the festive CYCWA Installation of 2018 Officers:
Executive Officer Diane Howard, First Officer Pam Spriggs, Second
Officer Michelle Ondrey, Secretary Connie Webster, and Jr. SEO Dawn
Sprout. Always a popular and entertaining event. Everyone invited. Call
the front desk for reservations now. $45 inclusive. 

Book Mates
Thursday, February 1, 11:45 a.m., Fireside Room

Our February 1, non-fiction choice is “Elephant Company,” the
inspiring story of an unlikely hero and the animals who helped him save
lives in World War II, by Vicki Croke. According to the New York
Times, “The story of Elephant Bill, with his near mystical
understanding of elephants, is ultimately uplifting. ‘Elephant Company’
is nothing less than a sweeping tale, masterfully written.” Chairs are
Virginia and Ira Teller.  Call the Club for reservation and lunch
information. 

Sunset Book Club 
Wednesday,  January 17, 6:30 p.m., Fireside Room

David Liss’ novel, “The Coffee Trader,” captures the bustling
excitement of Amsterdam in the 17th century, a center of trade and
intrigue. Lienzo, a wily importer from Portugal, is financially ruined
when he meets a seductive woman who offers him a chance to corner
the new coffee market. An enemy lurks as the pair, a Jew and a
Christian, fight secrecy and duplicity to survive. Moderator is Sue
Moore. Chairs are Leslie Bene and Michael Cubbin. $10 for wine and
cheese, inclusive. Reserve at front desk.                               

Bowers Museum Trip
Friday, January 12

9 a.m. departure from CYC 
Join us as we delve into Sir Ernest Shackleton’s doomed voyage to

Antarctica as seen through artifacts, diary entries, ships’ logs, and large
format prints from Frank Hurley’s glass plate and celluloid photographs
at the Bowers Museum in Santa Ana. This is a new major exhibition.
Transportation, lunch, and museum entry included in $35 reservation.
Contact Pam Spriggs for more information.                               

CYC Activities Day
Sunday, January 28, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., Fireside Room 

Be sure to attend this popular, free, and fun Annual Showcase, as many
groups from the Club come to give information and good cheer about
their exciting plans. This includes many CYCWA committees. Plan your
calendar to take advantage of all the bonuses of your CYC membership.
Complimentary beverages and appetizers are served.  

SAVE THE DATE
On February 28, Kanani, CYC’s creative florist, will return to teach

us more about floral design. This event was a sell-out last April, and we
had many requests for a repeat. Mark your calendars!

CYCWA on the Horizon 
By SHIRLEY CABEEN



The perfect choice for our annual holiday party and
Book Mates’ moderator appreciation luncheon,
Gabrielle Zevin’s enchanting “The Storied Life of A.

J. Fikry” is a love letter to the world of books that changes
lives by giving us stories that open our hearts and enlighten
our minds.

After a sparkling toast to the new year and get-well-soon
wishes to absent birthday-celebrating Susan Allan, moderator
SEO Donna Petersen found a congenial and lively group
eager to discuss the pleasures of the novel. Donna began
with background information on the author, who is best
known for her children’s books. The setting on a Nantucket-
like island was important to the author, because it
represented the physical and intellectual isolation of the main
character, A.J. Fikry, as well as a place where inter-racial
characters live and are accepted. The sign above A.J.’s
bookstore begins “No Man Is An Island,” which, as S/C Bill
Watkins pointed out, comes from a John Donne poem that
ends with “And therefore never send to know for whom the
bell tolls; It tolls for thee” and represents death. But the
novel’s bookstore sign ends with “Every Book Is a World,”
which represents life and re-awakening.

Many were intrigued by the author’s format of beginning
each chapter with A.J.’s analysis of short stories by
celebrated novelists. Donna read and described each of those
short stories, providing added insight to the chapters, which
introduced new characters and events. Books and reading
are, of course, the key focus of the novel.  Everyone was
moved by the multiple love stories and the old fashioned way
in which they evolved.

The author clearly knows the world of booksellers and
publishers, and many bemoaned the diminished importance
of holding a physical book in your hands, even though they
had read this book on their Kindle.

Our February 1, non-fiction choice is “Elephant
Company,” the story of an unlikely hero and the animals who
helped him save lives in World War II, by Vicki Croke.

Our March selection is "Manhattan Beach," by Jennifer
Egan, to be moderated by Marjorie Drubner.

We meet on the first Thursday of every month, 11:45
a.m. to 2 p.m., for lunch and a stimulating environment that
continues to make Book Mates one of the Club’s most
popular activities.

Luncheon: $14.95++ Reservations strongly
recommended. Call 310-823-4567.

“The Storied Life 
of A.J. Fikry,” 

a Holiday Treat about
Books, Second Chances, 

and Love
By VIRGINIA and IRA TELLER, 

Book Mates Co-chairs
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You will find in this issue a pull-out section of our Club
calendar for 2018 and also pictures of the Bridge, committee
chairs, and CYC staff. Pull this out and put it somewhere you

can reference it throughout the year. You will also find the calendar
at the back of the Breeze each month and on the CYC website, which
is updated frequently.    

There are two important installations occurring this month. The
CYC Women’s Association (CYCWA) will install their officers on
January 6, followed by the installation of Bridge and Fleet Officers
on January 13. Both installations also include awards for
achievement in 2017. Come spend a special time with friends, enjoy
a delicious meal prepared for the occasion, and congratulate those
members who have taken on important leadership roles within our
Club. Please use the website or call the front desk to make
reservations. 

On January 28 we will hold our annual Activities Day. If
looking at the calendar is a blur, just take a couple of hours to come
to Activities Day to see what events are planned for 2018. The
committee chairs have done a great deal of work to provide many
options to have fun at CYC, and this is your opportunity to get a
sneak peak of what is in store. Where are we cruising to? What
regattas are we hosting? A pig roast in August, what’s that about? It’s
also a time to volunteer if you have an interest, whether it’s helping
with a social event or assisting race committee during a regatta. 

This month we are doing some remodeling in the kitchen. We
will add a new walk-in freezer and convert our current freezer into a
refrigeration unit. We will be removing the entire hot line and
replacing the ovens, griddle, deep fryer, broilers, and grill. We are
changing the pass-through so the kitchen can get food to the serving
staff more efficiently. All in all, good changes so we can offer a
higher standard of food and service to the membership. We will need
to use a temporary kitchen for three weeks; from January 15 to
February 7. During that time, we will have a limited menu
containing both some Dining Room and Bar menu options. We will
be able to take care of all the Club events calendared during those
three weeks, as we have purposely not booked any additional
catering during that time. Friday Night Seafood Buffet will be
available, as well as the Wednesday night Prime Rib Dinner. In
February, Chef Christian will kick off a new dining room menu to
make good use of the updated kitchen equipment. Bon appétit!

See you ’round the Club!

From the Manager
By MICHELE UNDERWOOD CYC Flashback!

Is this a throwback, a flashback, a
blast from the past, a vintage look, or
a sublime window into the past?

Perhaps it’s all of these and much more.    

Bill Herrschaft bravely kicks off
this new feature in magnificent style.
Bill says the photo was taken in 1975
during a local Marina del Rey regatta
when he was sailing with John and Suzie
MacLaurin on their Peterson 25,
Shadowfax. He ended up sailing with
John on and off, and on most of the
Pendragons, for the last 40 years.

Submit your flashback photo of a
CYC member sailing, cruising, fishing,
rowing, surfing, water skiing, canoeing,
kayaking, as a junior sailor, or at the
beach to cyc-breeze-editor@cycfleet.com
for a chance at the glory.

In Case of Emergency
If you see something criminal or suspicious,
call Marina del Rey Sheriff Department at 

1-310-482-6000 and then report it to
management. 

For any emergency, call 911

Security can be reached on VHF68 
ask for “California Yacht Club Security.”

You can also phone Security at 
1-310-745-0178
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28

14
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7

Seafood Buffet
Brunch

Activities Day

Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
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17

26

Club closed

Pickleball

CYC Employee
Banquet

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

CYCWA
Installation
Luncheon

Pickleball
Club closed

Pickleball

10 11

Seafood Buffet

Club closed
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

Pickleball

Seafood Buffet

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Race Committee
Training

Pickleball
Club closed

Pickleball

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

FAC Drop & Dine

Seafood Buffet

New Year’s 
Day

Club closed

Club closed

Pickleball

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
CYCWA Board Mtg.
Jr. Comm. Mtg.
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Flotilla 12-42 
Business Mtg.

10

Seafood Buffet

27

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Book Mates
Fleet Council Mtg.
Mah Jongg

8 9

65432

7

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Bridge Club

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Brunch
Knit or Knot
Planning Mtg. for
Activities Day
Pilates
Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Fleeet Leaders
Mtg.
Bridge Installation
Dinner
Pickleball
Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Jr. Sailing Pizza
Party

Pickleball

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Race Mgmt.
Seminar
FAC Game Truck
Night 
Pickleball

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Family Activities
Comm. Mtg.

Mah Jongg

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Book Mates
Fleet Council Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Sportsman’s Club

Bridge Club

Sunset Book Club

Scuba Kickoff
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Bridge Club

CYCWA Painting
Aficionados
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

24 Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Bridge Mtg.
New Member Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Wine Tasting
YP Happy Hour

2523

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

SCYA Midwinters

Pickleball

Bridge Club

Commodore’s
Cruise Mtg.

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Brunch
Knit or Knot
Super Bowl
Tailgate Party
Zumba Class
Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Bridge Club
CYCWA Painting
Aficionados
Epicurean Event
Paddle Tennis-MD
FAC Appreciation

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
CYCWA Board Mtg.
Jr. Comm. Mtg.
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Flotilla 12-42 
Business Mtg.

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

13

Bridge Club

Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Breeze Deadline

CYCWA
Bowers Museum
Field Trip

Seafood Buffet

19

Brunch
Knit or Knot
RC Volunteer
Recognition Party

Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

20

12

18Brunch

Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS
6    CYCWA Installation Luncheon
10  Epicurean Event
13  Bridge Installation Dinner
21  RC Volunteer Recognition Party
28  Activities Day



Executive Officer Diane Howard and the 2018 CYCWA Executive Board


