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September brings the end of summer but
it also brings some of the nicest days on
the water that Southern California offers.

No more June gloom, smaller crowds at Catalina,
wonderful cruising out to the Channel Islands, and
lovely day cruises to various points along our coast.
Please take some time to enjoy all of this before the
days grow shorter.    

I’ve written before about our various on-the-
water activities at California Yacht Club. We
continue with all of these – two cruises are still on
the calendar. Please plan on attending the CYCWA
First Mates Cruise to Emerald Bay, September 15-
17 (a perfect cruise to attend whether you have a
boat or not, as there are available cabins or tents to
rent) and the Octoberfest cruise October 13-15. We
have the final evening races of our Sunset Series and
then the King of the Hill race September 13. And our
juniors continue to make us proud with their endeavors in races
near and far.

But there is so much more to California Yacht Club than just
our water-focused activities.  With the winter months coming,
perhaps you would like to join in on a few of these.

Paddle tennis and pickleball have very active groups that
play most days of the week.  On Tuesdays and Thursdays you
can find women playing, hosted by CYCWA. They are very
encouraging to new players, so please don’t be shy about joining.
Racquets and balls are provided, so the only thing important to
have is appropriate court shoes for play. Mixed doubles players
come out on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Pickleball
players hit the courts on Mondays. You can find out more by
visiting the CYC website or asking at the front desk for contact

information for the various committee chairs.
Looking for more outdoor activities? Join

the CYC golf group for our monthly
tournament. We play at various courses,

typically on the second Thursday of the month,
but depending on availability at private club
courses we do occasionally play on Monday. Also
the Sportsman’s Club has outings to professional
sports teams’ games and to the local shooting
range.

Looking for more indoor activities perhaps?
Do you knit, or paint? Play bridge, or mah jongg?
In the afternoons on Wednesdays and Thursdays
you will find several active tables set up in the bar
area with members playing both bridge and mah
jongg. CYCWA is always open to teaching mah
jongg to any beginners. I started playing a few
months ago and, although it looks to be a bit
confusing, it actually is easy enough to start

playing with lots of support from the other players. See page 24
for more details.

If you enjoy reading, try the Club’s two book clubs. Book
Mates meets one afternoon a month over lunch to discuss a
selected book, while the Sunset Book Club meets one evening
a month. Both groups pick books of broad interest, sometimes
related to water sports, sometimes a book that a Club member
has authored, and always led by enthusiastic moderators. See
pages 26-27 for more about each.

The Radio Amateur Group provides invaluable services to
CYC and the community at large. Many members likely are not
aware that there is a well-equipped radio communications room
near the dockmaster’s office. The RAG Group welcomes
anyone interested in obtaining their amateur radio license to
contact them to learn more. In an emergency, this group will be
able to offer important communication links to emergency
responders.

All of us would admit that we are interested in fine food
and wine, so take advantage of what CYC has to offer with
wining and dining. The Epicurean Society has three formal
events and three casual events on the calendar each year. Plus,
the Club hosts casual events that bring a copious number of
tastings of wine, beer, spirits, and other specialty beverages to
our members. These are informal, no reservations, or low- or
no-cost events that makes it easy to meet other members in a
casual environment. Look for these wine tastings, dock parties,
poolside patio parties, and other events on the Club calendar at
www.calyachtclub.com.

From the
Commodore

Commodore 
Kellie Fennessy

The Magic of Having Options

Commodore Kellie Fennessy and liaison Mike Priest
trekked the Meade Glacier in Alaska, a different kind of 
on-the-water experience.

2018 Roster Update
It’s that time of the year!  We’re gearing up to print the 2018
CYC Roster and we want to hear from you if we need to
make any changes to your contact information.  We have a
new procedure for updating the Roster.  We will no longer be
mailing out the form to make changes.  You’re now able to
make the changes online by logging in to your CYC member
account, or with the front desk here at the Club.
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King of Spain

U.S. Laser Nationals
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FRONT COVER The 21 races of the Sunset Series began April 19 and end September
6. More than 100 boats competed in this popular Wednesday night tradition. Top
finishers in the racing division classes are invited to compete in the King of the Hill on
September 13.  
A digital version of this cover image is available on CYC’s website and social media.
More than 400 photos taken this season were used to create the front cover image. Each
small photo can be enlarged by clicking on it individually.         

Photos by Charles-Etienne Devanneaux, S/C Denny Haythorn, Kelly Marine, and David Piper

BACK COVER Fifteen teams competed in the King of Spain regatta on July 22-23.
Pictured first at the weather mark in race six are skipper Mark Reynolds (San Diego YC)
with crew Hal Haenel (CYC). The Reynolds/Haenel team placed second overall.
                                                                     Photo by S/C Denny Haythorn 
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We will be doing major repairs to the
parking and dry storage area during the
months of September, October, and

early November, so there will be times that areas
will be blocked off while this repair work is
going on.  

From September 18 through October 9, the
paving company will be removing and replacing
the asphalt in three areas (see Picture 1):
1. The dry storage area from the fire lane to 
the entry gate. This will entail moving boats 
out of that area.

2. The loading dock ramp and the parking area next to the 
900 dock fire lane, from the coral tree up to where the 
drain is located (about 18 parking spots).

3. The main Clubhouse entry area including the ramp and
area surrounding the coral tree.

4. On October 2, we will have the guest lot crack-sealed.

Following the asphalt replacement and crack sealing, we
will be doing a slurry seal and re-striping over three Mondays
and Tuesdays (see Picture 2):
1. October 16 and 17, area in yellow: The dry storage area
and parking lot from the paddle tennis courts and junior
trailer to the main entrance lane.

2. October 23 and 24, area in blue: The guest parking lot
and the entrance from the street to the main gate will be
blocked.  No cars will be able to enter from Admiralty or

exit from inside the member parking lot.
3. November 6 and 7, area in purple: The area
from inside the gate entrance to the main
Clubhouse entry and everything north
including the parking lot. Cars will not be able
to enter or exit through the gate until
Wednesday, November 8. Cars can be parked
in the guest lot if you want to use your car
those days or the member lots south of the
main entrance if you are not going to use your
car those days. Members can enter through the
pedestrian gate.

Live-aboard members can check with the
dock office on parking options during the two

Mondays and Tuesdays when the entrance will be blocked.
Although this repair will cause some inconvenience, it

will make our parking lot safer and make our grounds more
attractive overall. Please do not leave your cars in areas to be
worked on as they will have to be towed and cause a delay in
the process. 

Also happening this month …
The Membership Office is in the process up updating the

member information in the roster. If you have a change of
address or email address, changed your boat or changed your
phone numbers, email Marystuart.Deibel@calyachtclub.net.
There is also a form you can fill out at the front desk. 

Don’t forget to make reservations for the Wine Expo on
September 8. Gus has picked out some great wines to try, and
Chef Christian will dazzle you with some culinary delights! 

From the Manager
By MICHELE UNDERWOOD

Parking lot improvements are on the way!

Picture 1
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Sept. 28- Oct. 1 

More info at: SoCalBoatShow.com

Duncan McIntosh Co., producers of: Official Show Sponsors:

Cabrillo Way Marina 
2293 Miner St., San Pedro, CA 90731

Bada Bing Bada Boat! 
Four Days of fun! Over 150 Boats! 

Convenient Location!

     The West’s premier Fall In-Water
Boat Show returns to Cabrillo Way
Marina Sept. 28  —  in the heart of Los
Angeles Harbor. Come aboard and
compare a large selection of new
boats, as well as some of the finest
brokerage vessels on the Pacific
Coast. Whether you’re a buyer, a
seller or just evaluating the market,
this is the premier boat show for a
side-by-side comparison. 
     Trawlers, cruisers, sportfishers,
sailboats, catamarans, motoryachts,
dockage, tenders, paddleboards, 
financing, gear & accessories, engines,
services and lots more! If you love
boating and sailing, don’t miss this
show! Produced by Duncan McIntosh Co.

The First Mates Cruise is
going back to Emerald Bay
September 15-17. Please call
me if you want a cabin or tent
reservation. Each cabin has two
rooms, each with a bunk bed.
Lots of members just take the
bottom bunk and share with
another person taking the other
bottom bunk. All meals are
included, but let me know if
there are any dietary restrictions
as the camp can accommodate
vegetarians and vegans.

If you do not own a boat,
come over on the Friday
Catalina Express. We will have
a markset boat that will be able
to pick you up at Two Harbors.
There are a lot of activities
available during the weekend,
so plan on a lot of outdoor fun.
See you on the island!

Picture 2
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Happy September! This month has the best
boating weather of the year, so please join
us for some fun on the water 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

September TBD: 
Proposed King Harbor YC trip 

September 9: 
Day cruise; destination TBD. 

Frank Adante is our host and he has something
special planned for all attending. 

September 23: 
Mariners Education Series, 

“How and Where to Catch Large Fish Locally” 
starring the incomparable 

Randy Sprout

September 24: 
Fishing Challenge 

hosted by Randy Sprout 

Power Fleet
By RUSS and LISA CARRINGTON, Co-chairs

CYC-MDR 
Annual Fishing

Challenge
Sunday, September 24
from first light until weigh-in at 4 p.m.

$38.00 per angler 
includes dinner, drink, and dessert.
Make checks payable to California

Yacht Club and mail or drop off at CYC.

Please Register by September 23

“How and Where to Catch Large Fish
Locally” by Randy Sprout

10 a.m. Saturday, September 23,
in the breakfast area near the bar

Any questions? 
Contact Randy Sprout, Chair 

323-854-6435 or r.sprout@att.net



Fifteen teams representing yacht clubs from up and down
the California coast competed in the King of Spain regatta
on July 22 and 23. At stake was the chance to have one’s

name added to the Spanish galleon trophy that was presented to
CYC by the King of Spain in 1928, whose past winners are a
virtual who’s who of sailing.  

Competitors faced near-perfect Santa Monica Bay conditions
on Saturday, with a southwest breeze that peaked at a solid 12
knots in the third race before backing off slightly in the fourth.
Sunday’s conditions were lighter and shiftier, providing
opportunities and challenges for racers and race committee alike.
A crack team of volunteers, most
of whom were on the water both
days, allowed PRO Tom
O’Conor to keep the lines square
and the courses true for Sunday’s
three races.

Eric Doyle and Peyton
Infelise, sailing for San Diego
YC, finished atop the
leaderboard for the second year
in a row, with a commanding
lead that allowed them to sit out
the last race. The Olympic gold
and world championship team of
Mark Reynolds and our own Hal
Haenel, also sailing for SDYC,
had the best read of Sunday’s
conditions, delivering a 2-4-1
record that vaulted them into
second overall. Alejandro

Bugacov, with crew Joaquin Gutierrez, was the top skipper
competing under the CYC burgee with a fourth place finish.

Competitors enjoyed cold beer as they put away their boats
and summer-inspired food on the pool patio after racing each
day. At the trophy presentation, the sailors roared in delight at the
announcement that CYC would host the Star North Americans in
2018, a testament to their appreciation for the quality race
management and warm hospitality provided by CYC over the
years. We thank the many volunteers and staff that made the
2017 King of Spain such a success.
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The Stars Come Out
on Santa Monica Bay

By MARYLYN HOENEMEYER,
regatta co-chair

Another all-clear start

Alejandro Bugacov (8268, CYC) leads at the north gate. Photos by Nora Feddal
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Jim Buckingham (8306, Newport Harbor YC) crosses on port shortly after the start.

Crew Payson Infelise and skipper Eric
Doyle (SDYC), winners of the King of Spain 
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Winner’s Quote 
of the Month
“If it’s going to happen, 

it’s going to happen out there.” 

- Captain Ron

Winners Circle
By PAULA CAMERON

Pacific Cup Deepwater Series Race 2
July 9, CYC
PHRF A: 5 boats
1 John McEntire, Encore 2
PHRF B: 5 boats
1 Dan McGanty, Mistral
PHRF C: 4 boats
1 Curt Johson, Avet
Cruising A: 5 boats
2 Whitney Green, Pacific

One Design Weekend
July 15-16, South Coast Corinthian YC
Martin 242: 5 boats
1 Brack Duker, Velerito
2 Tom O’Conor, Blarney

King of Spain
July 22-23, CYC, 15 boats
2 Mark Reynolds (SDYC)/Hal Haenel
4 Alejandro Bugacov/Joaquin Gutierrez

Starlight Series
May 18 to July 27, CYC
1 Myles Pritchard, 8072
2 Jon Pelliconi, 8163
3 Alejandro Bugacov, 8268

Santa Barbara to King Harbor
July 28, King Harbor YC/
Santa Barbara YC
PHRF A: 12 boats
1 Richard Benedon, Ruby d’eau
Maxi: 8 boats
3 Brack Duker, Holua
Fast 50: 10 boats
1 John McEntire, Encore 2

Team All In (below) is all smiles after
their bullet in race 5 of SCCYC’s One
Design Weekend.

Richard Benedon (holding plaque)
and his Ruby d’eau crew celebrate
winning their class at the Santa
Barbara to King Harbor race. Rory
Mach holds the perpetual trophy.

Richard Benedon’s Ruby d’eau
finishes the Santa Barbara to King
Harbor race, placing first in PHRF A.
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Race 12, July 5
PHRF A: 5 boats
2 Jeff Janov, Viva La Vida
PHRF B: 8 boats
2 Alicia Minana, Dark & Stormy
3 Mahaffey Family, Cuvee Caliente
PHRF: C: 11 boats
1 Lenny Shabes, Jubilation
4 Peter Nelson, Spray
PHRF D: 4 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet
Martin 242: 9 boats
1 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
2 Duncan Cameron, Dean
3 Jim Barber, Rosa
PHRF E: 9 boats
1 Liz Hjorth, Scooter
Cruising A: 11 boats
4 Whitney Green, Pacific

Race 13, July 12
PHRF A: 5 boats
1 Jeff Janov, Viva La Vida
PHRF B : 9 boats
3 Mahaffey Family, Cuvee Caliente

PHRF C: 12 boats
1 Peter Nelson, Spray
2 Dan McGanty, Mistral
3 Lenny Shabes, Jubilation
4 S/C Steve Curran, Tinder Box
PHRF D: 8 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet
4 Doug Johnstone, V
Martin 242: 10 boats
1 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
2 Steven Moses, Wombat
3 Denise George, All In
PHRF E: 8 boats
2 Liz Hjorth, Scooter
Cruising A: 13 boats
3 Whitney Green, Pacific

Race 14, July 19
PHRF A: 5 boats
1 Jay Steinbeck, Margaritaville 1 ½
2 Jeff Janov, Viva La Vida
PHRF B: 9 boats
3 Alicia Minana, Dark & Stormy
PHRF C: 13 boats
3 Lenny Shabes, Jubilation
4 Peter Nelson, Spray

PHRF D: 7 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet
Martin 242: 10 boats
1 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
2 Steven Moses, Wombat
3 Michael Bradley/Tim Clarke, WeBe
PHRF E: 9 boats
1 Liz Hjorth, Scooter

Race 15, July 26
PHRF A: 3 boats
1 John McEntire, Encore 2
PHRF B and C: 
Windward mark was missing and average
points were assigned.
PHRF D: 4 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet
Martin 242: 10 boats
1 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
2 Brack Duker, Velerito
3 Denise George, All In
PHRF E: 9 boats
1 Team Take Five, Take Five
2 Liz Hjorth, Scooter

Sunset Series
By PAULA CAMERON

Photo by S/C Denny Haythorn

Marilyn Ritchie was one of the most enthusiastic supporters that CYC’s racing
program ever had – in spite of the fact that she never, ever, raced on a sailboat.
Marilyn owned a beautiful Grand Banks 42, Bobber II. In the days before CYC

purchased the Owen Churchill (the predecessor to the Charles Hathaway), Marilyn always
made Bobber II available as the race committee signal boat -– year, after year, after year. She
had a particular fondness for the Sunset Series and never missed a Wednesday night. It was
Marilyn who created the idea of having a Sunset Series overall winner, and she made it
happen when she designed and commissioned this beautiful trophy, which has been named in
her honor.

Know Your Sunset Series
Perpetual Trophies!

By S/C TOM LEWECK

MARILYN RITCHIE PERPETUAL TROPHY
Awarded to the Winner of the Racing Division
2016 Winner: Curt Johnson, Avet, CYC 
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LA to Hawaii on Fast Exit
By AIDAN MOBLEY

Spike! Spike! Spike!” I shoved my marlinspike in and the
Tylaska shackle holding the tack of the 4A spinnaker
blew open. It was 2 a.m., I was at the end of a six-foot

bowsprit, being pelted with water, and wondering what I was
doing with my life. We had just entered another squall and
needed to peel to the five. I yelled “five made!” Whap! The
new spinnaker blew open as the bands broke and the boat
rocked down 12-foot swells. Precariously climbing back
from the bowsprit, I noticed that the
halyard lock hadn't disengaged.
“Hold on red spin!” I yelled at
the top of my lungs. No use.
They couldn’t hear me. The back
of the boat struggled to get the
rest of the kite into the cockpit
but I knew it was of no use.
Channeling my inner monkey, I
ran from the bow all the way back
to the mast and kicked the cam
cleat holding the lock as hard as I
could. Whoosh! The rest of the
spinnaker dropped right into the
hatch. “You can thank your illustrious
and amazing bowman for that,” I
chirped. “Dammit, Aidan!” Sam Heck,
the watch captain, yelled back. “Fine,
fine, I'll close red spin,” I said,
retreating back to the bow.

The boat, Fast Exit, was an
Andrews 40: Big sprit, flat planing
bottom, and big spinnakers. The boat was
meant to go fast and reach high. We were
sailing to Hawaii with a group of seven
topnotch sailors. With a combined
experience of 35 Transpacs, we expected to
do well.

There were seven boats in our class,
five of which were all-pro crew who had
been practicing for this race far longer than we had. We were
ready to be challenged and race our hardest.

For the first three days of the race we were in the lead. It
was close reaching with a code zero up. We had gone far north
and it was paying off. The breeze was a consistent 15-18 knots
and the boat was blasting through the swell. Once we reached
700 miles offshore we peeled to the A3 spinnaker and started
our race routine. Four-hour watches on and off with four big
meals per day and a lot of water. We were racing a distance race
equivalent to Los Angeles to New York. We needed to stay
focused and in the game.

I was given the amazing opportunity to experience some of
the most exhilarating and scary events. For example, on
Thursday morning from around 0718 to 0725 we were running

down a large solitary sperm whale. Probably a bull, he was
swimming at about 10 knots, 100 yards to the north of us as we
were squeezing by him averaging a few knots faster. As we
pulled abeam of him, he submerged, then suddenly appeared
about five boat-lengths off our beam headed directly towards
us! Some breath-holding, looking around the water surrounding

the boat and nothing happened. We believe
he turned to check us out then dove deep.
Seeing such a large creature so close to
the boat was unbelievable. 

When you’re the bowman on a boat
racing in such a prestigious regatta,
things get put in perspective. Unlike
skiff sailing or racing buoy regattas,
offshore sailing, especially going such
a distance, is unbelievably demanding.
As a sailor, two years ago I would
have thought I could totally take on a
race like this. I knew how to put a
spinnaker up and down, I knew how
to drive to a heading, I knew how to
trim a sail, I mean, that's all you do
right? Boy, was I wrong! 

Something unique about
offshore sailing is that, as a
bowman, while you do a lot of
sitting around, you're always
thinking. You need to know if
the halyards are clear, if the
sheets are run, next sail you’ll
need to peel to, any boat
maintenance, and on and on
and on. But the hard part is
when you’re actually
working, a lot of the time at

night. The ocean has a tendency to force
you to peel at night and the lack of light is not only a physical

disadvantage but a mental one as well. When you can’t see
clearly what you’re doing you have to rely on your past
experience and be confident what you’re doing is correct. 

For 10 days it was my job to make sure the boat wasn’t
broken and was ready to change to the next sail. I loved it! I
loved the challenge and the immense amount of responsibility. 

In the end, we raced our hardest and got fourth place. Our
division had the highest average scoring of all the racers and
the highest competition as well. Fast Exit raced like there was
no tomorrow and we were incredibly happy with our results. As
a junior raised though the CYC program, the Club has not only
given me the coaching and opportunity that showed me the joys
of sailing, but the skills that have taken me to the place I am
now. I am very proud to represent California Yacht Club and I
look forward to pushing my sailing even further.

“

Watch captai
n Sam Heck w

ith 19-year-o
ld Aidan

Mobley at the
 helm of Fast 

Exit during T
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CYC’s Doug Johnstone navigated the Summit 40 Locomotive for
Southwestern Yacht Club’s Larry Andrews to line honors (for their
start date) and a class victory in the 2017 Transpac Race.

Locomotive started on Monday, July 3, took the lead on day three, and
never looked back.

Stan Honey and Ben Mitchell award the
Navigator’s Trophy to Doug Johnstone. 

Locomotive crosses Diamond Head.

Locomotive to Hawaii
By DOUG JOHNSTONE
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CastroCanvasDesigns.com  |  805.758.0076

Excellent Service, Superior Quality

10% Discount
for 1st-Time Customers with Mention of this Ad

Follow us! 

• Marine Canvas
• Upholstery
• Carpet & Vinyl Flooring

CYC Ladies Match Race on San Francisco Bay
By MARILYN CASSEDY and BRITNI BELCHER-SCHROEDER

If you’ve ever match
raced, you know the
thrill of the pre-start,

but also the challenge
associated with mastering
this discipline of our sport.
On July 7-9, with support
from the CYC Competition
Fund and Santa Monica
Bay Sailing Foundation,
Marilyn and Britni traveled
with teammates Patricia
Lapadula and Jennifer
Arrington to St. Francis
Yacht Club for a match
racing “clinegatta.” The
three-day event was
organized and run by top
women’s match racer
Nicole Breault and her Vela
Racing team, and focused
on introducing women to
match racing fundamentals
as well as the J/22 sailboat.

Day one of the clinic was
devoted to learning the ins and outs of the J/22, a boat
commonly used for match racing on the West Coast. Our
team hadn’t spent much time in the boat, let alone in the
heavy wind and current associated with the city front in San
Francisco, so needless to say it was an important learning
experience for us! After sailing and a debrief wrapped up, we
met up for drinks and dinner with Commodore Kellie
Fennessy in the Clippership Room on the top floor of the
club, and were treated to panoramic views of the Golden Gate
Bridge and the bay.

Bright and early the following morning, we were back in
the classroom to talk more about match racing fundamentals
and communication on the boat during racing. Because of a
forecast for big breeze, we got on the water early to make the
most of the more moderate conditions of the late morning and
early afternoon. We spent our time on the water practicing
two-boat match racing pre-start drills, followed by umpired
practice races to get warmed up and ready to go for the
regatta on Sunday.

The next morning we went through our pre-race routines
and got ready for some competitive racing on the bay! The
forecast was for moderate to heavy breeze, with a big flood
current in the morning and a huge ebb in the afternoon. The
regatta consisted of a complete round robin for the nine
participating teams, and we ended up with a record of 6-2.
We tied for second place, but lost the tiebreaker, ending up in
third place overall. We felt that our team greatly improved
over the course of the weekend, thanks to the practice drills
and the information we absorbed during the clinic.
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Beginning in mid-May and continuing for 12
Thursday evenings at the Club, the Star class
participated in the annual Starlight Series. With six

to seven boats regularly on the line for the three evening
races, the sailors are an enthusiastic group. Among them
are a world champion, an Olympic gold medal winner,
parents, grandparents, young adults, juniors, and more.

Several of our junior sailors learned that if they are at
loose ends around 1600 on Thursdays near the hoists,
they may end up as crew on a Star.

Starting just off the north entrance of the detached
breakwater at 1800, the Stars sail in three furious races on
simple courses with the lead changing until the exciting
finishes. New sailors are encouraged by the experienced
ones and everyone is looking for strong competition, not
just to win. Then they sail back before the sun sets while
the Race Committee picks up the course marks. We put
away the boats, clean up, and join a raucous recap and ad
hoc dinner at the Club. Half-price bottles of wine help.

The two-person Star boat was initially drawn and
first built in 1911. After some initial tweaking, the boats
are generally unchanged since 1929. Sailed all over the
world and formerly in the Olympics, they are a joy to sail
as well as to watch. No class is more grateful for the
support of the Club and the race committee. The chairs
again this year were Norm Belcher, Sue Service, and S/C
Denny Haythorn.

Oh, who won the series? Ten boats competed, with
the high-point winner the boat sailed by Myles Pritchard
with various crew including Dylan Pritchard, Helena
Bugacov, and Rick Peters. More important, 24 sailors and
10 race committee crew members participated over the
12-week series. We are lucky to have such a large group
of avid, talented sailors. They will be out again next year
if you want to join in.

Starlight at CYC Lives On
By S/C DENNY HAYTHORN

Alejandro Bugacov and crew Christina Tarantola

Jon Pelliconi with crew Henry Brawner

Starlight Series winner Myles Pritchard (8072) finishes followed by Jon
Pelliconi (8163).

Myles Pritchard with crew Helena Bugacov,
Alejandro’s daughter
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July 14 marked Bastille Day but also
saw a revolution of sorts for the CYC
cruising program. After several years

without a station on Catalina, exploring
cove options from Avalon to 4th of July,
CYC joined into an agreement in 2015 to
share Howland’s Landing with LAYC. But
the 2017 July Cruise, dubbed Surf ‘n’ Turf,
was the first time our excellent CYC cuisine
was transported across the water to this new
(for us) cruise destination. Longtime
members will recall the “Fish Fry” and
“Catalina Grill” days at Ballast Point. The
only missing ingredient this time was the
Parade of the Salmon, as the “turf” dinner
was barbeque. 

The weekend festivities began on
Friday afternoon with a dinghy raft-up and
shared hors d’oeuvres on the stern of
Odyssea, hosted by Fleet Captain/SEO
Stephanie Weston and Alan, and ably
assisted by S/C Bill Watkins and SEO
Carol. Trays, plates, and dinghy painters
were juggled and we imbibed margaritas as

A Howland’s Extravaganza
BY PENNY COLLINS, Cruise co-chair

Friday afternoon dinghy raft-up and shared hors d’oeuvres on the stern of Odyssea 

The CYC burgee flies at Howland’s, and Chef Christian has the BBQ started.
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people were greeted by the intrepid hosts.
Dinner followed, either on boats or ashore at
the barbeque. Those on shore enjoyed an
after-dinner campfire built and tended in the
best Eagle Scout tradition by Steve Edwards.

Saturday dawned with a lookout for
arrival of the Charles Hathaway and CYC’s
markset boat with Chef Christian Monchâtre,
General Manager Michele Underwood,
Assistant General Manager Gus Marks, and
Dockmaster Evan Davis aboard, carrying the
bounty – the ingredients of our seafood
luncheon and BBQ dinner! It was all hands
on deck to transport the precious cargo up
the beach, and this was accomplished in
rapid order with the assistance of a very
helpful truck and driver from the adjacent
Catalina Island Camp. Working with
precision and skill in these new
surroundings, Chef Christian, Michele, and
Gus put the iced seafood display together,
along with seafood and shrimp salads, pasta
salad, and sourdough bread. The luncheon
was festive and luxurious under the shade of
colorful umbrellas and the palapa. 

Following an afternoon of activities
ranging from swimming to hiking to
snoozing, we gathered ashore again in the
late afternoon, to find the cove transformed
with linens and wine on each table. Cruisers
arrived either on their own dinghys or were
delivered by the Uber-style shore boat
service provided by Evan. Chef and his team
again had done meticulous preparation, this
time of an Argentinean-style BBQ featuring
chimichurri-marinated flank steak, chicken
thighs, and chorizo, served with salads,
rosemary roasted potatoes and baby carrots,
and corn on the cob. As the diners finished
their main courses, live music began as the
Drunken Sailors Band started its first set
after a welcome from Commodore Kellie
Fennessey. As the evening progressed,
people meandered to and from the s’mores
station set up at the end of the barbeque
accompanied by the strains of old favorites
from “Slow Boat to China” to
“Margaritaville,” and again the party
concluded with a campfire.

On Sunday morning the Charles
Hathaway was loaded for the return to the
mainland, and final checks were done to
ensure that the cove was left free of trash.
Thanks to all the participants and all hats off
to Michele Underwood, Chef Christian
Monchâtre, Gus Marks, and Evan Davis for
making this a truly exceptional weekend and
a new event on the CYC cruising calendar. 

The Drunken Sailors entertain, joined by S/C David Collins on harmonica.

Surf luncheon

Listening to the music during dinner



18/BREEZE SEPTEMBER 2017

On July 28, the Family Cruise
returned to Howland’s Landing
for a fun-filled weekend of water,

sun, and friends. Howland’s makes a
perfect backdrop for this cruise as the
beach provides lots of fun areas for the
kids to play and it’s very easy to
paddleboard and swim from boat to boat
visiting friends along the way. Many
cruisers arrived on Thursday to kick the
weekend off a bit early. Dinner at the
Isthmus on Thursday was a popular
activity. 

On Friday, boats continued to arrive
and it’s always exciting as the cove fills
up with more and more of our CYC
family and our friends from Los Angeles
YC. Friday night, we officially kicked off
the cruise with a welcome drink
organized by Scott and Theresa Torrance
– those Painkillers had us feeling OK!
Fred Schmidt, Michael Ondrey, and Pop-
pop Al got the coals going for the
barbecue. And the evening would not
have been complete without a bonfire and
s’mores arranged by Jennifer Schmidt.  

Saturday saw fantastic weather, just
right for a morning scuba dive led by

Family Cruise: 
A Weekend of Water, Sun, and Friends

By MICHELLE PARKER ONDREY
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Vice Commodore Mike Blecher and
Barbie, and a family-friendly hike led by
Craig and Jody Knight. Even the littlest
Clarke children (two and four years old)
were troopers on the one-hour hike – I
think they liked keeping up with the big
kids! Some wiffle ball took place on the
beach, with home runs hitting the ocean –
and then everyone was back in the water
for afternoon fun.  A dinghy drift was
planned, although it morphed into a
dinghy ‘stay’ at the Schmidt’s catamaran,

followed by a dinghy parade through the
cove with cruisers being pulled in tubes,
on peacocks and floating seashells, and
even a floating Star Wars BB-8 following
us around (thanks Jon and Katy
Moeller!). Saturday night DJ Scott
Jarema filled the air with great songs that
had us all dancing and singing along.  

Sunday came much too soon, and
since we weren’t quite ready to leave we
hosted a coffee and muffin breakfast in
exchange for cleanup help. The biggest

job was deflating all our floating living
rooms and animals and there was much
wrestling of these items on the beach
(thanks Brandon, Tim, and Barbara,
among others!). A wonderful sail back to
Marina del Rey capped off this great
weekend.

It was truly a team effort to pull off
this cruise – and I thank everyone
immensely for all the help. We invite
everyone to join us next year – it’ll be
here before you know it.
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Flanders Youth Regatta
July 1-5, Nieuwpoort, Belgium
Opti Silver Fleet, 73 entries; USODA coach
25 Callie Davis 

Fourth of July Regatta 
July 8-9, Alamitos Bay YC
Opti: 13 entries 
Coach Roberto Ayala
1 Jordan Janov
4 Tana Deyell
5 Talia Hamlin
10 Carsten Zeiger
12 Harry Bryan

High Sierra Regatta
July 8-9, Fresno YC, Huntington Lake
Laser Radial: 8 entries
1 Gavin McJones
2 Jessica McJones
3 Julian Soto
4 Julia Rychlik

SCYYRA Junior Olympics & Area J Qualifier 
July 14-16, San Diego YC
Laser Radial: 18 entries
Coach Cooper Weitz
3 Gavin McJones
10 Julia Rychlik
CFJ: 30 entries
Coach Roberto Ayala
16 Ethan Chi/Beau Greely
20 Bobby Little/Tommy O’Toole
25 Robert Suddath/Micah Finley
29 Benjamin Ross/Max Jacobson
C420: 16 entries
Coach Will Petersen
1 Ansgar Jordan/Patrick Mulcahy
9 Bastien Rasse/Wynslow Wilmot
10 Kieran Shocklee/Alexis Westland
29 Benjamin Ross/Max Jacobson

Laser 4.7 World Championship
July 16-24
Emerald Fleet, 55 entries
54 Brian Jiao

U.S. Laser National Championships
July 19-23, Tahoe YC
Laser Radial: 42 entries
Coach Julian Soto
12 Gavin McJones
22 Jessica McJones (6th female)
32 Bastien Rasse
36 Julia Rychlik (9th female)

29er National Championship
July 24-27, Alamitos Bay YC
126 entries
Coach: 29er squad coach
87 Ryan Janov/Grant Janov (24th in Silver)

CFJ Nationals
July 27-30, Coronado YC
49 entries
Coach Will Petersen
2 Ansgar Jordan/Patrick Mulcahy
4 Gavin McJones/Bastien Rasse
28 Alexis Westland/Wynslow Wilmot

Race Team Results
By GUILLAUME RASSE, Junior Program Director

Jordan Janov won the Opti class at the 4th of July Regatta,
hosted by Alamitos Bay YC.
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Gavin McJones got a bullet in race 5 and placed 12th out of 42 Laser Radials
at the U.S. Laser National Championships.
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On July 7, the junior sailors,
coaches, and parents wrapped up
the first of the summer camp

sessions with a celebration on the front
lawn. After two weeks of sailing hard
each day, Friday night was a perfect
opportunity to let loose with new friends
and old. 

Sailors could design their own
burgers, with Chef Christian providing a

full assortment of choices for burger
toppings. Tunes were provided by DJ
Scott Jarema who kept the crowd
entertained with games and prizes.
Favorite games included the ever popular
freeze dance, the always competitive
musical islands – even parents were seen
hopping between hula hoops – and the
highlight of the night, the running of the
crazy dress-up relay race. Lots of laughs

and fun were had by all! 
Photos of the sailors taken during

camp were available for purchase, with
proceeds going to the Junior Sponsorship
Fund. The photos are still available –
check out the link
cycjuniorsponsorshipfund.shootproof.com
to purchase a great picture of your child
and help the JSF send our young racers to
represent CYC in top notch regattas.

Juniors Rock the Boat 
at Annual Summer Party

By MICHELLE PARKER ONDREY
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Yes, every camper caught at least
one fish. Some campers caught
more than one fish. One camper

caught TEN fish! All in all, the 34
campers from Camp Bloomfield
accounted for 52 fish. This provided for a
nice fish fry barbeque back at the camp.  

On July 19, the 34 campers were
joined by 24 CYC members for our
annual Junior Blind of America fishing
trip. The event was held aboard the
commercial fishing vessel New Del Mar.
Thanks to the crew for a wonderful trip.
Also, I especially thank the 24 CYC
fishing buddies who made this event
possible. We invite all members to join us
next year for your own jewel of a lifetime
experience.

Every Camper Caught One!
By GEORGE ETTER
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CYCWA ACTIVITIES
PADDLE TENNIS

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10 a.m. to noon

Bring your paddles to the courts for fun-filled, round-robin
matches. No experience required – all skill levels are welcome and
invited to participate. Following the play on Thursdays, there is a
no-host lunch in the dining room. Please contact Co-chairs Marylyn
Hoenemeyer and Cheryl Mahaffey for more information.  

BRIDGE CLUB
Wednesdays 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Dining Room

We welcome all bridge players to come every Wednesday,
however, to clarify the arrangement, it is necessary to form a
foursome as each group now playing is self-contained. Thank you
for your interest and if you would like to substitute, contact Chair
Joan Silver at 310-858-8080.

KNIT or KNOT
Third Wednesday of the month

10:30 a.m. to noon
First and Third Sunday evening of the month

Cocktail Knitting
5 to 7 p.m. Members Lounge

Knitters, crocheters, and needleworkers of any sort are welcome
to join us. Beginners and new members are welcome as we have
many experienced craft persons who can help you with that new or
abandoned project. Cocktail knitting is followed by a no-host dinner
in the dining room. Chair is Suzanne Boone. 

MAH JONGG
Thursdays 1 p.m. in the bar area

Join us for this fascinating and strategic tile game. All skill
levels welcome. If you already play mah jongg, you can also help
teach the game and strategies to members who are new to the game.
Just come and have some fun! For more information, drop by or
contact Chair Susan Allan.

PAINTING AFICIONADOS
Every second and fourth Wednesday

10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
If you enjoy drawing and painting, then Painting Aficionados is

for you. The group is fortunate to have some incredible guidance
and teaching from some of our talented CYC artists. All skill levels
encouraged. For details, contact SEO Norma Pratt.

Upcoming Events
CYCWA Board Meeting

September 21 
Book Mates

Thursday, October 5
11:45 a.m. no-host lunch in the Fireside Room 

“Magpie Murders,” by Anthony Horowitz, is a whodunit
within a whodunit that Time magazine described as “catnip
for mystery book lovers.” Sue Moore will moderate.

Sunset Book Club 
Thursday, September 21
6:30 p.m. Fireside Room

“The King and Queen of Malibu,” by David Randall, tells
the little-known true story of a remarkable young couple,
Frederick and May Rindge, who came to Los Angeles in
1887 seeking opportunity, and soon purchased the 13,000-
acre Malibu Rancho. A riveting story of when Malibu was a
newly discovered beautiful frontier. Moderator Leslie Bene.
$10 for wine and cheese, all inclusive

Knit or Knot
Cocktail knitting: Sunday, September 17 at 5 p.m.
Day knitting: Wednesday, September 20 at 10:30 a.m.
(Due to the Labor Day holiday, there will be NO usual first

Sunday evening meeting on September 3) 

First Mates Cruise to Emerald Bay Boy Scout Camp
September 15-17 

Daring activities of hiking, archery, paddleboarding, and
kayaking will be more fun than ever with our exciting
“Welcome to the Jungle” theme. Bring your wildest self to
this adventure island, protected and entertained by your own
CYCWA tribe of friends. Price is $115. Cabins, at an
additional cost of $40 for two nights, are available through
General Manager Michele Underwood by September 6.
Questions? Contact Chairs Darlene Kleinert and Vivian
Huff. Reservations at 310-823-4567.  

SAVE THE DATE
Heritage Square Museum

Thursday, October 19, 9 a.m. departure
The settlement and development of Southern California
from the Civil War to the early 20th century will be on
display at the living history museum with eight Victorian
homes. After lunch, your tour will continue to the world-
famous Watts Towers.  $45 price includes bus, lunch, and
tours. Space is limited. Reserve at front desk.  

Commodores Ball, November 4
Mark your calendars for CYC’s gala event of the year.
Always a fun evening of glamour, dancing, and matchless
cuisine. Details to follow.

CYCWA
on the Horizon 

By EO DAWN SPROUT
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Women’s Paddle Tennis, front row: Setsuko Anthony, Paddle Tennis Co-chair Marylyn Hoenemeyer, and Lori Haythorn. Back row:
Nancy Fellows, Jr. SEO Carol Watkins, Bari Belcher, Miriam Moses, Brenda Kyser, and SEO Norma Pratt.
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Acautionary tale of an Internet/social media company,
mirroring Facebook and Snapchat, that seduces young
staffers with the promise of a utopian society of total

“transparency,” Dave Eggers’ “The Circle,” like Orwell’s “1984,”
reveals an organization with ever-widening tentacles, bent on
dominating and controlling the human mind and spirit.  

The scary premise of the novel with its very real potential for
a future we may not be able to escape impacted every Book
Mates member at our August 3 luncheon discussion. Moderator
Susan Allan, who, coincidentally, just purchased a new computer,
began the discussion with excerpts from an allegorical poem
comparing the circle to a mirror: “the mirror has no secrets, its
lies doth not tell … our privacy is a theft.” She then surprised
everyone, offering a prize to whomever could spell and define a
word used in the novel, “dystopia.” Sue Moore was up to the task
… and the definition: A society that does not function.

Clearly the novel points out the danger of a world without
any personal privacy, a world we are fast approaching. The heated
debate touched on the fact that so many young people today are
addicted to texting and instant expression through YouTube and

Snapchat, and so many adults are addicted to their iPhones,
tablets, and Kindles. 

There are no real heroes in the novel, only victims, with
those who dare to oppose the new evolving order being the
most vulnerable. Family values are destroyed, workaholic
behavior is demanded, and job loss is a constant threat. The
political ramifications, as the “The Circles” elite bring their
innovations into government and voting, were truly
frightening as they reflect the current political climate.
Perhaps the most enlightening comment was the comparison
of “The Circle’s” search for “transparency” with the
Scientology cult’s dogma of “Clear.”

Again, like Orwell, the technological advances or curses
that Dave Eggers imagines are becoming too real and too
powerful every day. Ironically, the movie version of “The
Circle” provides a different ending from the book, but one
that is just as disturbing. 

Our September 7 selection is the best-selling “A
Gentleman in Moscow.” Count Alexander Rostov is a
"Former Person." Russia's new Soviet masters have sentenced
him, improbably enough, to house arrest in Moscow's
luxurious Hotel Metropol, where he lives out his days
decorating the dining room with his bon mots and dashing
around like Eloise, if Eloise were set in a twee version of
Stalinist Russia … just what we might expect from the author
of that 2011 bestseller “Rules Of Civility.” Connie Webster
and Walter Germond will moderate.

Our October 5 novel is “Magpie Murders,” by Anthony
Horowitz, a whodunit within a whodunit that Time magazine
described as “catnip for mystery book lovers.” Sue Moore
will moderate.

Our November nonfiction selection is “Red Notice,” by
Bill Browder. Fleet Captain Stephanie Weston will moderate.

We meet on the first Thursday of every month, 11:45 a.m.
to 2 p.m., for lunch and a stimulating environment that
continues to make Book Mates one of the Club’s most popular
activities. Pick up a copy of “A Gentleman in Moscow” and
join us on September 7. Luncheon: $14.95++ Reservations
strongly recommended. Call 310-823-4567.

Futuristic Or Fatalistic, Once You Enter “The Circle,” 
You Are No Longer In Control

By VIRGINIA and IRA TELLER, Book Mates Co-chairs
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Let us know where you and your CYC burgee have been. Pack
your burgee on your travels and take a picture of it with you
and your fellow CYC members. 

Submit to the Breeze editor, cyc-breeze-editor@cycfleet.com.

CYC Burgee Travels

Tessa and Lucca Farrell represented the CYC juniors while on a
family vacation in Italy. This photo was taken in Stresa, Northern
Italy, with Lake Maggiori in the background.

The Belchers and Schroeders trekked out to Tofino, a remote
surfing and fishing town on the west coast of Vancouver Island,
British Columbia. On a dark and stormy day, they were the only
fishing charter to remain in open water. It paid off with Bari
and Jason working together to catch a 30-pound halibut, and
Britni and Norm each catching Chinook salmon (12 pounds
and 5 pounds, respectively). An unforgettable experience!
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On-the-Water Photography Contest Winner

After refining her helming techniques,
sneaking up on these elusive critters has
become second nature for Nancy Samovar

on Greenlight. Seventeen captures
clearly means she and Jimmy now
dominate the world balloon fishing
community. Nice work you two!
Enjoy that fabulous prime rib dinner!  
Bounty for the member bringing in

the most disabled balloons off our bay is
a prime rib dinner for two at the Club. Send
a photo of your catch to the dock office for
consideration. One prize will be awarded
each month.

Balloon Fishing Contest Winner
By EVAN DAVIS, Dockmaster

“I took this picture when I visited Venice (or as Italians call it, Venezia) on my family’s vacation. It was very busy
and full of tourists when we arrived and it was hard to get a photo where there were fewer people on the bridge.
Other than the water, Venezia is a very beautiful place.” – Tessa Farrell
Normally, winners of the on-the-water photo contest receive a fine bottle of wine from Assistant General Manager
Gus Marks. However, as Tessa is 11 years old, she and her parents will need to discuss with Gus what an
appropriate prize is: a bottle of wine to be safeguarded for 10 years or a nice bottle of Sprite to be enjoyed today.
Submit your entry to cyc-breeze-editor@ cycfleet.com
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@CYCRacing
@CalYachtClub
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Contact Ray Campbell

DreamHomes@raycampbell.com

Sunset Series
Newsletter 

cyc-sunset-series@cycfleet.com
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Call Skip for free expert assistance
310-821-9090

Showroom & Corporate Headquarters
5436 Washington Blvd.

By appointment only
Email: skip@floorandhomedesign.com

ADVISORSDIRIGO  INVESTMENT 

- Value oriented, fee-only advisor inves ng in the style of Graham, Dodd & Bu e
- Emphasis on special situa ons, restructurings and public/private market arbitrage
- Discre onary por olio management for individuals and ins tu ons

Learn more and review our disclosure statement at dirigocap.com
Peyton McElyea, Principal      |      +1 (424) 320-8012      |      peyton@dirigocap.com
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24
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New Member
Mtg.
Pool Patio
Cocktail Party
YP Happy Hour
Seafood Buffet

Brunch
Fishing Challenge
Jr. Learn to Sail
Howland’s Cruise
29er Clinic
Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
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CALIFORNIA YACHT CLUB
4469 Admiralty Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292  •  310-823-4567 • Fax: 310-822-3658

Always check www.calyachtclub.com for the most current event information.

13

22

Club closed

Pickleball

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

M242 North
Americans

Pickleball
Club closed

Pickleball

Labor Day BBQ

6 7

M242 North
Americans

Seafood Buffet

Club closed

Pickleball

Oktoberfest
Cruise

Seafood Buffet

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Oktoberfest Cruise
Jr. Learn to Sail
Pickleball

Club closed

Pickleball

Columbus Day

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Pickleball

Seafood Buffet

Club closed

Pickleball

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
CYCWA Board
Mtg.
Jr. Comm. Mtg.
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Mah Jongg

14

1Brunch

Jr. Fall Learn to
Sail

Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Yom Kippur
Begins at Sunset

Seafood Buffet

First Mates Cruise

Seafood Buffet

23

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Book Mates
Fleet Council Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Sportsman’s Club

12 13

28

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 21

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Painting Aficionados
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

11

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Brunch

M242 North
Americans

Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Day Cruise

Pickleball

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
First Mates Cruise
Jr. Fall Learn to
Sail
Pickleball
Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Jr. Learn to Sail
Pickleball
Mariners Educat.:Learn to Fish
Howland’s Cruise
29er Clinic

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Jr. Comm. Mtg.
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Mah Jongg

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
King of the Hill 
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Rosh Hashanah
Painting Aficionados
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

20 Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Family Comm.
Mtg.
CYCWA Bd, Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Sunset Book Club

2119

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Bridge Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Yachting Dinner

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Yom Kippur Ends
Jr. Learn to Sail
Pickleball
Breeze Deadline

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Jr. Learn to Sail

Pickleball

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Painting Aficionados
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Brunch
FC Splendor in 
the Grass
Shadden #2
Oktoberfest Cruise
Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Painting Aficionados
Sunset Series 
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Book Mates
Fleet Council Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Sportsman’s Club

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

9

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Epicurean Society
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Wine Expo on the
lawn

Seafood Buffet

15

Brunch

First Mates Cruise

Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

16

3029

8

14Brunch
FC Ice Cream
Social
Evening Colors
End
Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

1-3   Martin 242 North American Championship
4     Labor Day BBQ
6    Final Sunset Series Race 
8      Wine Expo on the Lawn
9     Day Cruise

10       FC Ice Cream Social
13       King of the Hill
15-17  First Mates Cruise 
23-24  Howland’s Cruise
24       Fishing Challenge
28       Yachting Dinner



King of Spain


