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We are halfway through the year. Have
you met your goal to spend more time
on the water? With the longer daylight

and nicer weather, we all should be spending
more time on the water.    

Elsewhere in the Breeze you can read about
our recent Commodore’s Cruise to the British
Virgin Islands. This was such a magical
experience! Mike and I thank all 115 cruisers for
an unforgettable week.  

Also, with the longer daylight comes the
season of our CYC Pool Parties, which are held
once a month on a Friday evening (July 21,
August 25, and September 22). These are really
fun events to attend … very casual, no
reservations required, and you can come and go as you wish.
Typically, there is some type of beverage sampling, and you
can order dinner off the menu and have it served to your party
on the pool patio. It is one of the best ways to meet other
members. I invite each of you to attend at least one of these
Pool Parties in the next three months. 

A huge thank you goes to Christina Tarantola and Nicole
Harnett for co-chairing Cal Race Week, our Club’s signature
buoy racing event. The details involved with organizing an
event of this magnitude – 60 boats, 300 racers, and more than
50 volunteers each day   ̶ are exhausting, but these two
exceeded the challenge! Thank you! 

Website Login
I’ve written about the updated CYC website in previous

columns. I hear from many members how much they like being
able to make reservations online for our events, and even from
a few who have used the new reciprocal club
letters and found it easy to use. I’ve also heard
from members who don’t know how to login to
the members-only section, where you can find
the online reservations and reciprocal club
tools. It is quite simple, and once you set it up,
your computer should “remember” you and
make it a breeze to visit the members-only
section frequently.

If you have not set up your member
account yet, please follow these simple
instructions:
1. Go to www.calyachtclub.com.
2. Click on “Member Login” in the upper

right corner of the web page. If you do not
see “Member Login” as an option, then
there will be three lines next to “Menu.”
Click here and it will take you to a drop-
down menu. Then click on “Member
Login,” which will be the last option on the
list.

3. If you’ve never logged in to the website,
your username is the membership number of

the primary member. Only include numbers from
your membership card - no dashes, spaces, or
letters (example: 12345678).
4. If you’ve never logged in to the website, your
password is the primary member’s last name.
The first letter of the last name is capitalized.
Passwords are case sensitive.  
5. Click “Remember Me” to store your
password. This will allow you to view the
members-only side of the website each time you
visit calyachtclub.com without having to re-enter
your username and password each time. You will
have to do this with each device you log in with
(laptop, tablet, phone, etc.) as well.
6. Click “Sign In.”

7. If you forget your password, click “Forgot Password.” An
email will be sent to the primary member’s email address
with instructions on how to reset it.  

8. You can change your username and/or password if you
want. You can do this by clicking on “Member Roster,”
then search for your name and open your profile. Scroll
down and click “Edit This User.” Then scroll down and you
can reset your username and/or password.  

Please take our new website for a test run. Find an event
you would like to attend that requires a reservation, and make
that reservation online. I promise you, once you start using the
online reservation system, you will want to make reservations
this way all the time!

I’ll see you on the water, by the pool, and around the Club!

From the
Commodore

Commodore 
Kellie Fennessy

Commodore Kellie Fennessy (second from right) crewed on Bryce Benjamin’s
Persistence, which placed second in the J/109 class at Cal Race Week.
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Commodore’s Cruise

Howland’s Work Party

USODA Team Trials
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FRONT COVER The CYC burgee and commodore’s flag fly in the beautiful British
Virgin Islands during this year’s Commodore’s Cruise. A flotilla of 115 sailors aboard 18
boats joined Commodore Kellie Fennessy on this magical cruise, held April 29 to May 7.

Photo by Steven Moses
BACK COVER Katharine Doble (white sunglasses) raced her Opti to 50th place and
ninth girl out of 223 sailors from around the country in the USODA Team Trials, hosted
by Brant Beach YC May 11-14. She qualified for the USA Team at the International
Optimist North American Championship to be held at the Royal Canadian YC, June 25
to July 2. Katharine was also invited to join the USODA Development Team to further
her training. © Matías Capizzano
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On May 27, the Los Angeles YC yachts began to
assemble in the cove at Howland’s Landing for
the annual project to clean up and improve the

LAYC outstation that we now share with them on
Catalina Island. A small but enthusiastic group of CYC
yachts were present. This was to be expected after so
short an interval between the Commodore’s Cruise and
this event: Rum rehab?

The recent heavy rain had created several
interesting issues.

First there was the missing fire pit on the beach,
which had vanished without trace. It had been flushed
away by water flooding down the hillside, through the
facility and out on to the sand! After five years of
drought this required a considerable adjustment for
people to contemplate. Parts of the breakwater footpath
leading up to the barbeque had to be rebuilt and several
sheds had to be rearranged.

The characteristic scrub and grass that we see as
ground cover had been challenged this spring. Black
mustard is an invasive plant that grows 10 feet tall and
can kill much of the surrounding vegetation. Earlier in
May, it had proliferated throughout the hills in this
neighborhood. Now it has flowered and withered away
leaving huge dark red stalks everywhere.

On the positive side, the bush and tree population
now looks much better than it has for years, with vivid
green leaves displayed all over the hillside. This brings
us to the ongoing tree saga that we witnessed for the
first time last year. Decades ago LAYC members had
planted a variety of trees at Howland’s for the benefit of
giving the cove a lusher more landscaped look and to
add shade during the height of the summer. Sadly the
drought had killed many of them and the fire marshall
had insisted that they be removed in the spring of 2016.
The hills now have a somewhat barren look but LAYC
is busy with a new plan to replant trees to restore the
cove to its former glory. With the approval of the
Conservancy they are purchasing Catalina ironwood and
toyon trees. These will be planted and maintained by the
Conservancy. They will take time to mature but this is a
wonderful program that we CYC members can only
wish lasting success.

Sunday dawned with perfect weather for the work
to begin, and begin it did around 1000. For the next
couple of hours a large gathering all labored diligently
over a multitude of tasks, supervised by Commodore
Willard Bell and Gregg Schroff. Gregg served double
duty as official photographer, creating a wonderful
selection for members to enjoy in the future. Staff
Commodores Tom and Mike Trujillo provided their
splendid chili dogs luncheon, which really hit the spot
after the morning’s labors.

Howland’s Work Party 2017
By S/C DAVID COLLINS

New fire pit installation

Trees are planted to replace those lost during the drought.
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Howland’s is now ready for the season and we hope to
see many of you using this wonderful destination whenever
you can. Remember to notify our front desk when you go so
that LAYC can know who is coming on a particular
weekend. During the week the place is alive with the camp
activity next door, but those lucky enough to moor there can
expect to go ashore and barbeque in glorious isolation!

Mulch anyone?
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New Free
App Helps

Boaters Find
Pumpout
Stations

Pumpout Nav, a free iOS and
Android app, helps boaters geo-
locate sewage pumpout stations

closest to their present location. The
app was developed by The Bay
Foundation and San Francisco Estuary
Partnership as part of a Clean Vessel
Act grant provided by California State
Parks Division of Boating and
Waterways.   

The app, designed for use while
on-the-go and aboard the vessel,
automatically finds the boater’s
location, and suggests the closest
pumpout stations on a map or as a list.
The app displays each facility’s
operational status, cost, hours, and
detailed location within the marina for
each unit. It also provides instructions
on how to use a pumpout station, and
information about the environmental
risks and applicable regulations
regarding sewage discharge.

If a boater finds a non-operational
pumpout, that issue can be reported
directly through the app. This will help
boaters avoid the simple but
frustrating act of docking and tying up
the vessel, just to discover that a
pumpout station is not working.

Pumpout Nav is now available as
a free download from the Android
Play store and iOS Apple store.

Power Fleet –
Summer Is Here!

By RUSS and LISA CARRINGTON, Co-chairs

While Memorial Day is the official start of summer, July is when the
summer weather really starts. Gone is the June gloom and
temperatures inland drive people to the coast. This July we start

the month off with a bang! The Firecracker Cruise and Tiki Dock Party, that
is. Please follow John Hamilton and Dad’s Old Boat to the top of D basin for
a potluck flotilla down to the main channel. A dock party follows on the
junior dock. 

On July 19, George and Pati Etter host the Junior Blind Fishing Trip.
Volunteers are needed so please contact them if you would like to help with
this jewel of a lifetime experience.

Monday, July 4
Firecracker Cruise and Tiki Dock Party

Bring your dinghies and paddlecraft.
Wednesday, July 19

Junior Blind Fishing Trip
Chaired by George and Pati Etter
Thursday to Sunday, July 27-30

CYC Family Cruise
Sunday, August 13

Day Cruise to Paradise Cove
Sunday, September 24

CYC Fishing Challenge 
Chaired by Randy Sprout



We’ve all heard Chicago referred to as the Windy City,
and this May we took a team to Chicago Yacht Club
to decide that for ourselves. Club members Marilyn

Cassedy and Britni Belcher-Schroeder, with teammates
Jennifer Arrington and Patricia Lapadula, were invited to
participate in a “Clinegatta” run by top US Women’s Match
Racers Stephanie Roble and Maggie Shea that coincided with
their Spring Match Racing Invitational. The event featured a
day and a half of coaching, followed by a day and a half of
racing on Lake Michigan. 

The city lived up to its moniker on Friday as we
contended with heavy rain, 20- to 30-knot winds from the east,
and a chilly 40-degree temperature. The conditions kept us
inside Belmont Harbor and prevented us from flying
spinnakers as we dodged mooring balls and anchored boats.
Nonetheless, it gave us a chance to put into practice our pre-
start, dial ups, and tactics for working around obstructions. 

Thunderstorms and rain kept us in the classroom Saturday
morning, where crew positions and responsibilities were
discussed, as well as more pre-start strategies. Once out on the
water, we contended with 5- to 7-foot chop and 15- to 18-knot
winds - very different than typical Santa Monica Bay
conditions! Going into the second race of the day, the wind
had already started to lighten, and at the first top mark, it
completely died. The light air and confused waves meant that

after a couple of hours of drifting, racing was abandoned and
we headed in for some Chicago deep dish pizza!

The third morning brought another, completely different
set of conditions: partly sunny skies, flat water, and a sustained
westerly breeze at 10-15 knots. We were treated to beautiful
views of the Chicago skyline throughout the day, and
exhilarating, close racing. In the early afternoon, the wind
kicked up and we saw big shifts coming from the shore at 20-
25 knots. We were in eighth place going into a best-of-three
knockout round, and managed two consecutive wins against the
fifth place boat. We lost in the next single-elimination round,
leading to a sixth place overall finish. 

As a new team with only one member who had previously
match raced, we were happy with our performance. Each day
brought an increase in our knowledge, teamwork, and skill
level, making this a great learning opportunity. The racing itself
was a thrilling experience that made us all better sailors. Our
next adventure will take us to another women’s invitational
event at St. Francis Yacht Club in July, so stay tuned! 

We want to thank Dockmaster Evan Davis, S/C Tom
O’Conor, Marylyn Hoenemeyer, Norm and Bari Belcher, Will
Tetrick, Henry Brawner, and Alan Field for their help in our
practice session. Also, thank you to the CYC Competition Fund
and Santa Monica Bay Sailing Foundation for their financial
contributions that made our trip to Chicago possible.
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CYC Women Head to Chicago for 
Spring Match Racing Invitational

By MARILYN CASSEDY and BRITNI BELCHER-SCHROEDER

Match-racing teammates Marilyn Cassedy,
Patricia Lapadula, Britni Belcher-Schroeder,
and Jennifer Arrington (front)



S/C Tom O’Conor
and Marylyn
Hoenemeyer were

awarded the SCYA George
L. and Kay B. Fisher
Memorial Trophy by
Southern California
Yachting Association
Commodore Simon
Decker on May 14 at Del
Rey Yacht Club. This
award recognizes a couple
for distinguished service to
yachting in Southern
California over a long
period of time.

Tom and Marylyn
have been involved in the
SoCal sailing and racing
community for nearly 30
years, beginning when
they moved to Los
Angeles and took an ocean
sailing class to meet new
people. They are racers
and have taught seminars,
coached race clinics,
chaired regattas, and
served on the Area B
PHRF Board and as PROs for numerous events at CYC,
Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs, and South Bay
Yacht Racing Club. One of their most important contributions

to Santa Monica Bay racing was the
establishment of Course Chart 16
(since updated as Course Chart 17),
which lays out more than 20
possible race courses using the
permanent spar marks in the Bay,
used by every yacht club in Marina
del Rey for at least one of their
races each season.

Among her many
contributions, Marylyn is especially
proud of her efforts in growing Cal
Race Week, CYC’s signature buoy
racing event. She started in 2004
with about 65 boats sailing on two
courses, and peaked in 2008 with
123 boats on three courses. Tom is
widely recognized in Marina del
Rey as one of the area’s best PROs,
and has acted in this capacity in
several national and North
American championships. Both
Tom and Marylyn have been
commodore of SBYRC, while Tom
was the ASMBYC commodore in
2002 and CYC’s commodore in
2010.

Tom and Marylyn are truly one
of the dynamic duos of the SoCal

sailing scene. What began for them in 1987 as a way to meet
people in their new home has truly turned into a life-long
commitment to service in the yachting community.
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Fisher Memorial Trophy
Awarded to 

S/C Tom O’Conor and Marylyn Hoenemeyer
By PAULA CAMERON and SUE SERVICE
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Winner!s Quote of the Month
“One day you are a rooster, and the next day you are a feather duster.”

– James Spithill

Sailboat racing today in the Santa Monica
Bay in many ways reflects the early
leadership of Millard Rosing. Rosing was

commodore of the King Harbor Yacht Club in
the early 1960s and was one of the organizers of
the Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht
Clubs (ASMBYC), where he served as
commodore in 1967. An active racer of both
dinghies and high-end keelboats, he went on to
become commodore of CYC, the Southern
California Yachting Association, and the Pacific
Coast Yachting Association. But his most
enduring accomplishments were undoubtedly in

the leadership role he played in shaping Santa
Monica Bay sailboat racing. Early on, he
recognized the need to separate cruising boats
from race boats and he devoted countless hours
in making that happen in the Bay’s best-
attended racing series – CYC’s Sunset Series.
He helped craft the early rules for the cruising
class and worked continually to refine and
shape the growth that the class has come to
enjoy. The Millard Rosing trophy, which he
donated, is the first perpetual trophy to be
deeded exclusively to cruising class racing in
Southern California. 

Know Your Sunset Series Perpetual Trophies!
By S/C TOM LEWECK

MILLARD ROSING PERPETUAL TROPHY
Awarded to the Winner of the Cruising Division
2016 Winner: Ron Jacobs, Duchess, Del Rey YC
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Winners Circle
By PAULA CAMERON

Yachting Cup
May 5-7, San Diego YC 
PHRF AA: 7 boats

1 Roy P. Disney, Pyewacket
J/70: 9 boats

1 Jay Janov, Minor Threat
PHRF D: 6 boats

1 Curt Johnson, Avet

Berger-Stein Series Point Dume 
and Return 
May 6, Del Rey YC
PHRF AA: 2 boats

1 Jay Steinbeck, Margaritaville 1.5
PHRF A: 4 boats

1 John Staff, TBD
Cruising A: 10 boats

1 Whitney Green, Pacific
Cruising A: 10 boats

1 Whitney Green, Pacific

Pacific Cup Deepwater Series Race 1
May 21, CYC 
PHRF A: 5 boats

1 John McEntire, Encore II
PHRF B: 5 boats

1 Dan McGanty, Mistral
2 Duncan Cameron, Trust Me

PHRF C: 4 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet

Cruising A: 4 boats
1 Whitney Green, Pacific

Corinthian Cup
May 27-28, Redondo Beach YC and
South Coast Corinthian YC
PHRF B: 4 boats

1 Liz Hjorth, Scooter

Jeff Janov’s Minor Threat won the J/70 class at
Yachting Cup.

Roy P. Disney’s Pyewacket
won the PHRF AA class at
Yachting Cup.Ph
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May 3, Race 3
PHRF A: 3 boats

1 Jay Steinbeck, Margaritaville 1 ½
PHRF C: 13 boats

1 Steve Curran, Tinder Box
3 Dan McGanty, Mistral
4 Jon Haney, Joyride

PHRF D: 7 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet

Martin 242: 8 boats
1 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
2 Brack Duker, Velerito
3 Denise George, All In

PHRF E: 10 boats
1 Liz Hjorth, Scooter
3 William Wells, Wahzoo

Cruising A: 14 boats
2 Whitney Green, Pacific

May 10, Race 4
PHRF A: 5 boats

1 Jay Steinbeck, Maragaritaville 1 ½
2 Jeff Janov, Viva La Vida

PHRF B : 9 boats
2 Alicia Minana, Dark & Stormy

PHRF C: 13 boats
2 Dan McGanty, Mistral
3 Bryce Benjamin, Persistence
4 Peter Nelson, Spray
5 Lenny Shabes, Jubilation

PHRF D: 5 boats
2 Curt Johnson, Avet

Martin 242: 10 boats
1 Brack Ducker, Velerito
2 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
3 Duncan Cameron, Dean

PHRF E: 8 boats
3 Liz Hjorth, Scooter

Cruising A: 12 boats
1 Joe Weber, Va Pensiero

May 17, Race 5
PHRF A: 5 boats

2 Jay Steinbeck, Margaritaville 1 ½
PHRF B: Abandoned due to missing mark
PHRF C: 11 boats

1 Lenny Shabes, Jubilation
2 Jon Haney, Joyride
4 Dan McGanty, Mistral

PHRF D: 5 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet

Martin 242: 10 boats
1 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
2 Steven Moses, Wombat
3 P/C Tim Clarke/Michael Bradley, WeBe

PHRF E: 9 boats
1 Liz Hjorth, Scooter
2 Team Take Five, Take Five

Cruising A: 14 boats
2 Whitney Green, Pacific

May 24, Race 6
PHRF A: 4 boats

1 Jay Steinbeck, Margaritaville 1 ½
PHRF B: 8 boats

1 Mahaffey Family, Cuvee Caliente
2 John Staff, TBD

PHRF C: 12 boats
2 Dan McGanty, Mistral
3 Bryce Benjamin, Persistence
4 Steve Curran, Tinder Box

PHRF D: 5 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet

Martin 242: 11 boats
1 Trevor Sims, Team 305
2 Duncan Cameron, Dean
3 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
4 Mark Sands, Sandbox

PHRF E: 9 boats
1 Liz Hjorth, Scooter
2 Team Take Five, Take Five

Cruising A: 14 boats
1 Whitney Green, Pacific
5 Joe Weber, Va Pensiero

May 31, Race 7
PHRF A: 6 boats

1 Jay Steinbeck, Margaritaville 1 ½
2 Jeff Janov, Viva La Vida

PHRF B : 9 boats
2 Doug Steele, Tiburon

PHRF C: 12 boats
1 Steve Curran, Tinder Box
3 Dan McGanty, Mistral
4 Lenny Shabes, Jubilation

PHRF D: 4 boats
1 Curt Johnson, Avet

Martin 242: 8 boats
1 Brack Duker, Velerito
2 Peter Stazicker, Trolleycar
3 Duncan Cameron, Dean

PHRF E: 9 boats
1 Liz Hjorth, Scooter

Cruising A: 16 boats
1 Joe Weber, Va Pensiero
5 Whitney Green, Pacific

Sunset Series
By PAULA CAMERON

Photo by S/C Denny Haythorn

Spray tactician Kathy Patterson 
checks for clear air and keeps an eye
on the competition in the channel; 
Sunset Series, May 10, Race 4..
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USODA Team Trials
By CALLIE DAVIS

In May, Katharine Doble and I traveled to
Long Beach Island, New Jersey, to
participate in USODA Team Trials. I was

lucky and got to go to Long Beach Island the
weekend before Team Trials to practice with the
team I am traveling with this summer. So I was
less nervous because I had seen the venue and
experienced the conditions.

Katharine and I practiced with our coach,
Manny Resano, for three days before the regatta,
which really helped us learn about the
conditions. We were joined by the Subbiah twins
from Sequoia YC, who are very experienced
sailors and very helpful to us.  We practiced
with different teams each day and that helped us
learn about our competitors as well.  

The regatta started on Thursday, May 11. I
did my best that day. The next day the
conditions were harder for me as there was more
wind. On Saturday, the third day of the regatta, a
huge storm was predicted. We rigged in the wild
wind and pouring rain and then waited in the
tent in the hope that the storm would pass
quickly. It didn’t and the race committee decided
it was too dangerous for us to sail so races were
canceled for the day. It was a huge storm and the
streets were flooded.  

On Sunday, we woke up to a beautiful,
though windy and cold, day. We were able to get
in a bunch of races. Katharine came in 50th out
of 223 sailors! She made the USODA
Development Team and was invited to North
Americans. I was less pleased with my results,
but I learned a lot and hope to do better next
year. Working with Manny for a whole week
and competing against the top sailors in the
country were great experiences and I feel lucky
that I got to go.Callie Davis and

Katharine Doble
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A huge storm flooded streets and canceled racing for the day
at the USODA Team Trials.

SCYYRA Ullman/Frost #3 and Cinco de Mayo Regatta
May 6-7, Santa Barbara Sailing Club
Laser Radial: 14 entries
Coached by Julian Soto

5 Gavin McJones
8 Bastien Rasse
10 Patrick Mulcahy
11 Bryan Jiao
14 Robert Bloomfield

SCYYRA Carrie #6 / Ken Hoover Memorial Regatta
May 6-7, King Harbor YC
Opti Champ: 28 entries
Coached by Bruno Mello

4 Tessa Farrell
10 Lucca Farrell
12 Tana Deyell
15 Emily Doble
16 Talia Hamlin
17 Harry Bryan
19 Carsten Zieger
24 Matthew Commons

Green fleet participants coached by Roberto Ayala: Matthew
Ahern, Oliver Ahern, Noah Corelli, and Graham Doble
USODA Team Trials
May 11-14, Brant Beach YC
223 entries
Coached by Manny Resano
Gold Fleet: 75 boats

50 Katharine Doble; 9th girl, qualified for the Optimist North
American Championship, Royal Canadian YC, June 25 to July 2
Silver Fleet: 148 boats

95 Callie Davis
Opti Harken #3/Eli Reuben Regatta
May 21-22, Cabrillo Beach YC 
Champs: 39 entries
Coached by Julian Soto

17 Tessa Farrell
22 Talia Hamlin
25 Callie Davis
27 Lucca  Farrell
31 Tana Deyell
33 Harry Bryan
35 Matthew Commons
38 Carsten Zieger

Green Fleet participants coached by Roberto Ayala: Matthew
Ahern, Oliver Ahern, Noah Corelli
Memorial Day Regatta
May 28-29, Alamitos Bay YC
Laser Radial: 11 entries

2 Julia Rychlik
29er: 7 entries

3 Ryan Janov/Grant Janov

Race Team Results
By GUILLAUME RASSE, Junior Program Director
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Aflotilla of 115 sailors aboard 18 boats
followed the leadership of
Commodore Kellie Fennessy on a

magical Commodore’s Cruise through the
British Virgin Islands April 29 through May 7.

Crews flocked to the Caribbean by
Saturday, and boarded their chartered boats
that evening in Road Harbour on Tortola.
Crews quickly stowed their provisions, and
headed south the next day to Norman Island.
At the welcome party at Pirates Bight, each
crew performed a skit featuring its boat’s
name. Top honors were shared by Barefoot
Daze skipper S/C Bill Watkins and crew and
Ocean Suite skipper Mike Priest and
Commodore Fennessy and crew. Dancing
continued until Pirates Bight closed. Several
crews added visits to the Willie T barge bar
before and after dinner.

Monday the flotilla divided. Vice
Commodore Mike Blecher lead a scuba dive
to the wreck of The Rhone. S/C Bill Watkins,
Rick Citron, and Jonathon Greenburg passed
their open water SCUBA diving certification
while Erik Oistad qualified as a PADI Dive
Master. Numerous crews chose snorkeling the
caves of Treasure Point. Peter Island and
Cooper Island were popular choices for
evening anchorages.

Tuesday morning many crews swam
ashore at The Baths on the southwest corner
of Virgin Gorda, and enjoyed playing among
the house-sized boulders. Enjoying a delicious
breakfast with the breathtaking view of The
Baths is a memory to cherish.

Tuesday evening the Cruise gathered at
the Bitter End Yacht Club. Legend has it that
the Commodore met Mike Priest at this
wondrous destination. The romantic theme
was continued by Tom and Laura Priest, who
renewed their wedding vows, with a Priest
(brother Mike) presiding.

Tuesday’s evening gathering was a beach
banquet themed Pink Night, highlighted by a
group photo. Dinner on the beach and dancing
under the stars finished off a beautiful night.

Wednesday was a leisure day at the Bitter
End Yacht Club, with many choices. Many
selected the 9 a.m. trail hike, followed by a 10
a.m. snorkeling trip or the dinghy poker run to
five watering holes (with the Ocean Suite
dinghy winning the poker hand with two
pair), and an afternoon Hobie regatta in which

Magic Carpet Ride Through the BVIs
By STEVE EDWARDS
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"Still Life with Winch Handle" by Steven Moses

With the Commodore

Dinghy fun
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Pirate's Bight opening night party Ocean Suite at The Baths

Wednesday sunset Hobie racing at Bitter End YC, 
setting up for the start

Dinner at Yacht Club Costa Smeralda

Pink Night at Bitter End YC Upper deck party on Ocean Suite

Swim timeDinner on the beach at the Bitter End Yacht Club, 
with Saba Rock in the background
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Pink Night at Bitter End Yacht Club

Photo by Steven Moses
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Steve Moses and Steve Edwards bested a
field of nine. Crews magically found the
stamina to head out for dinner. Favorite
choices were Saba Rock (feed the tarpon),
Leverick Bay (Mediterranean gourmet),
Yacht Club Costa Smeralda (with the
stunning view over North Sound), or the
convenience of BEYC’s Clubhouse Grille.

Thursday the fleet again dispersed, with
most choosing either Cane Garden Bay on
Tortola, or Little Harbour on Jost Van Dyke
(home of the landmark Sidney’s Peace and
Love). The Commodore hosted cocktails and
hors d’oeuvres (including 200 conch fritters
delivered by dinghy) in Little Harbour.

Friday afternoon much of the fleet
gathered at the Soggy Dollar Bar in White
Bay, which claims to have originated The
Painkiller, a rum cocktail famous for
reminding shady people that they have found
a sunny place. There were scattered reports
of drinking. Friday evening the fleet gathered
for a beach party at Foxy’s Bar on Jost Van
Dyke, which featured dinner and dancing,
stories of the Soggy Dollar Bar, and a
rousing game of capture the flag. The Foxy
Anthony Agoglia Committee selected award-
winners:

Best Chef – Kristi Stanfill
Punchy Pirate – Steve Myles
Bucket List Accomplished – Jonathon
Greenburg
Best Crewman – Jeff Coffman
Best Bowman/Ball-Grabber – Steve
Edwards 
Best Dinghy Driver – Mick Ditlevson
Silly Dinghy Tricks – Jim Schilling
Best Commodore – Kellie Fennessy
Most Gracious Host – Foxy of Foxy’s

Saturday allowed each crew to relax and
organize itself for the bittersweet return to
Road Harbour on Sunday. Commodore
Fennessy saluted the entire fleet for a
wondrous week, and voiced special thanks to
her Commodore’s Liaison and radio roll call
impresario, Mike Priest; Chris Gillum and
Mare Company Sails for the full-sized
Commodore’s flag and CYC burgee that flew
throughout the trip; new friends who joined
us from King Harbor and St. Francis Yacht
Clubs and elsewhere; and the Mahaffey and
Ondrey families for demonstrating three-
generation cruising. It was, indeed, a magical
ride in a magical place. Ph
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Foxy ladies

Beach boys at the Soggy Dollar Bar

Peter and Connie Webster with CYC President Steve Hathaway
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Commodore Kellie Fennessy and Foxy

Nothing says the BVIs like Pusser's!

Michelle, Luke, and Kate Ondrey
swimming under the boat

Foxy's

The Commodore and her liaison,
Mike Priest

Steve Myles, Kristi Stanfill, and Jeff Coffman
proudly displaying their medals
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Call Skip for free expert assistance
310-821-9090

Showroom & Corporate Headquarters
5436 Washington Blvd.

By appointment only
Email: skip@floorandhomedesign.com
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We pass by the Ballona Wetlands
almost every day, but do we
really see and understand the

history of this area? No … well neither did
our group.

We were met by Patrick Tyrrell from
Friends of Ballona Wetlands. For the next
three hours, we toured and listened to
Patrick as he described the history of the
salt marshes and the freshwater marsh.
What a beautiful haven it is for migratory
birds. We learned about our coastal
ecosystem, as well as the different birds,
animals, and plants that are native to this
area. Unfortunately, the colorful wild
flowers that we see in bloom are not native.

Through education and restoration
programs, Ballona Ecological Reserve will
thrive for all to enjoy. To learn more about
the Ballona Wetlands, go to
ballonafriends.org.

Hiking Along Ballona Creek 
By F/O DIANE HOWARD

CYCWA group and friends

Freshwater marsh
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Commodore Kellie Fennessy, Lisa Rodriam, and Maria CitronPatrick Tyrrell, our guide, 
showing us a map of the wetlands.

Saltwater marsh
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CYCWA ACTIVITIES
PADDLE TENNIS

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10 a.m. to noon

Bring your paddles to the courts for fun-filled, round-robin
matches. No experience required – all skill levels are welcome and
invited to participate. Following the play on Thursdays, there is a
no-host lunch in the dining room. Please contact Co-chairs Marylyn
Hoenemeyer and Cheryl Mahaffey for more information.  

BRIDGE CLUB
Wednesdays 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Dining Room

We welcome all bridge players to come every Wednesday,
however, to clarify the arrangement, it is necessary to form a
foursome as each group now playing is self-contained. Thank you
for your interest and if you would like to substitute, contact Chair
Joan Silver at 310-858-8080.

KNIT or KNOT
Second Wednesday of the month

10:30 a.m. to noon
Last Wednesday of the month

Cocktail Knitting
5 to 7 p.m.

Members Lounge
Knitters, crocheters, and needleworkers of any sort are welcome

to join us. Beginners and new members are welcome as we have
many experienced craft persons who can help you with that new or
abandoned project. Cocktail knitting is followed by a no-host dinner
in the dining room. Chair is Suzanne Boone. 

MAH JONGG
Thursdays 1 p.m. in the bar area

Join us for this fascinating and strategic tile game. All skill
levels welcome. If you already play mah jongg, you can also help
teach the game and strategies to members who are new to the game.
Just come and have some fun! For more information, drop by or
contact Chair Susan Allan.

PAINTING AFICIONADOS
Every second and fourth Wednesday

10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
If you enjoy drawing and painting, then Painting Aficionados is

for you. The group is fortunate to have some incredible guidance
and teaching from some of our talented CYC artists. All skill levels
encouraged. For details, contact SEO Norma Pratt.

No board meetings for June, July, and August. 
Have a breezy summer!

Upcoming Book Mates Selections
11:45 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Thursday, August 3
“The Circle” by Dave Eggers; 

moderated by Susan Allan
Thursday, September 7

“A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles; 
moderators Connie Webster and Walter Germond

Sunset Book Club  –  Summer hiatus
Meetings resume in September

Save the Date
Saturday, August 26, 4 p.m.

CYCWA Mexican Fiesta Dock Party
Meet at the boat hoist and bring an appetizer.
Special recognition for festive Mexican dress!

CYCWA on the Horizon 
By SHIRLEY CABEEN Ar
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On-the-Water Photography Contest Winner

Cristina Deniel was
walking along the
Malecón, the 13-

mile oceanfront
promenade in Mazatlán,
Mexico, when she saw a
young man climbing the
rocks barefoot. Cristina
reports that “when he got
to the top he crossed
himself. That’s when I
knew he was going to
jump. I pulled my iPhone
and took this picture.”
She showed the photo to
the diver when he came
out of the water to
everyone’s applause. 

Cristina’s dramatic
photo makes her the
winner of a bottle of fine
wine selected by
Assistant General
Manager Gus Marks.
Submit your entry to:
cyc-breeze-editor@
cycfleet.com.
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Balloon Fishing 
Contest

By EVAN DAVIS, Dockmaster

Bounty for the member bringing in the most
disabled balloons off our bay is a prime rib dinner
for two at the Club. Send a photo of your catch to

the dock office for consideration. One prize will be
awarded each month. 

Steven Myles and
crew ran through a
big school of these
monsters over the
Memorial Day
holiday weekend.
Nice catch, gang!
Enjoy the prime
rib dinner!

EO Dawn Sprout
represented CYC
and the Women’s
Association with
her burgee while
cruising through
the Panama Canal.

CYC Burgee 
Transits the 

Panama Canal

Let us know where you and your CYC burgee have been.
Pack your burgee on your travels and take a picture of
it with you and your fellow CYC members. 

Submit to the Breeze editor, cyc-breeze-editor@cycfleet.com. 



CYC member Patricia Smiley’s fifth novel, the first in a
new series set in and around Westside Los Angeles beach
cities and featuring female police officer Davie (Davina)

Richards, was the standout attraction for an overflow crowd at
our June 1 Book Mates luncheon. Introduced by SEO Dawn
Sprout, the author was present to reveal the genesis of “Pacific
Homicide,” and its plot and characters, based on events from her
15-year stint as a volunteer for the LAPD.

Smiley’s fascinating presentation began with a chronology
of events that led to her decision to become an author. An avid
reader from childhood and a drama major at the University of
Washington, she came to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career,
but turned to writing after reading several mystery novels,
especially Susan Isaacs’ “After All These Years.” She developed
her craft, first at UCLA, and later in a group mentored by
internationally famous mystery author Elizabeth George.

An opportunity to work with a senior lead officer (SLO)
linking the local community with the LAPD launched a 15-year
association that evolved from secretarial duties to actually
following up on leads from cold cases, one of which involved
working with the FBI. During this time, Patricia penned four
novels, all published and widely praised, featuring amateur
female private investigator Tucker Sinclair. Smiley toyed with
the idea of writing about the LAPD, but out of respect for her
co-workers, she did not seriously approach the subject until she
retired from her volunteer role.

Her writing process does not follow any detailed outline.
Often characters, including the actual killer, develop and change

as scenes emerge. “Pacific Homicide” begins with an actual
cold case situation and her protagonist and antagonists are all
based on real people in or connected to the LAPD. Authenticity
is an essential element of her books and short chapters create
added suspense.  A sequel, “Outside the Wire,” is due out in
November, and she is now working on a third Davie Richards
police procedural. 

Our July 6 fiction work is the Pulitzer Prize-winning
bestseller, “The Underground Railroad,” by Colson Whitehead.
The New York Times called it “A potent, almost hallucinatory
novel … Whitehead has told a story essential to our
understanding of the American past and the American present.”
The Washington Post called it “A triumph.” The Wall Street
Journal hailed it as “Powerful and profound.” Randy Sprout
moderates. 

Our August 3 novel is “The Circle” by Dave Eggers. The
Boston Globe described it as “Biting, chilling, even vicious at
times. Author Eggers raises timely questions about
transparency, privacy, democracy, and the sinister side of the
Internet.” Susan Allan moderates.

Our September selection is the best-selling “A Gentleman
in Moscow” by Amor Towles. Connie Webster and Walter
Germond will moderate.

We meet on the first Thursday of every month, 11:45 a.m.
to 2 p.m., for lunch and a stimulating environment that
continues to make Book Mates one of the Club’s most popular
activities. Luncheon $14.95++ Reservations strongly
recommended. Call 310-823-4567.

Smiley Brings LAPD Closer To Home
in Crime Novel “Pacific Homicide” 

By VIRGINIA and IRA TELLER, Book Mates Co-chairs
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EO Dawn Sprout, 
author and CYC member
Patricia Smiley, and
Ira and Virginia Teller
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The Epicurean Society’s spring dinner, “California’s
Seasonal Bounty,” featured Chef Christian’s fresh take on
the season’s best from California farms and waters in a

series of small courses “meant to excite your mind, satisfy your
appetite and pique your curiosity,” according to Co-chair David
Piper. And he was right – they did!

Leslie Bene and David presented each of the five courses
with interesting facts about the ingredients, and Sommelier Dick
Hyman presented the six wines with tasting notes and interesting
facts about the wineries they came from. We began the evening
in the Fireside Room with Schramsberg Blanc de Blancs
sparkling wine from Calistoga, then moved upstairs to the
beautifully appointed dining room. 

After toasts to our country and the sport of yachting, led by
S/C Cheryl Mahaffey and S/C Rick Turner, and the introduction
of dignitaries and guests, Society General Chair Susan French
inducted Rob and Susie Hammesfahr into the Society, giving

them a warm
welcome and the
traditional sash and
Epicurean bracelet.

The feast began
with a California
seafood trio
appetizer with Santa
Barbara spot
prawns, a Bodega
Bay oyster and
Dungeness crab
served between two

slices of watermelon—all delicious! Leslie told us that spot
prawns are really shrimp with an interesting sex life. They begin
life as males and at age two become females.  The 2015 Epoch
Estate Wines Epoch White from the Willow Creek District of
Paso Robles nicely complimented the course. 

Local halibut served with Stockton asparagus, a green almond,
and vanilla braised endive was the second course, along with the
2012 Far Niente Chardonnay from the Napa Valley.  

After a lemon sorbet palate cleanser, made from Meyer lemons
grown in Chef’s backyard, came Ojai heritage pork belly that had
been braised for 72
hours in kombu-
dashi, served with a
quail egg, rosemary
polenta, Gilroy garlic
chips and a port wine
glaze. The wine
choice for this course
was the 2013
Muscardini Cellars
Unti Vineyard Syrah
from the Dry Creek
Valley. 

A Sonoma lamb
chop with Central Valley spring succotash and sunchoke coulis,
served with the 2013 J. Lohr Fog’s Reach Pinot Noir, Arroyo Seco,
from Monterey, made a fabulous fourth course. 

And then came the cheese!  Cowgirl Creamery Red Hawk
from Marin County, Marin French Cheese Schloss from Novato,
and Bellwether Farms Pepato from Petaluma, went really well
with the 2014 Bella Union Winery Cabernet Sauvignon from
Rutherford in the
Napa Valley. 

Royal Cup
Dakota Roast coffee
from Birmingham
Alabama, the only
non-California
product of the
evening, was served
with a mini
California wild
strawberry almond
cake to finish the
dinner. Leslie and
David chose the
coffee because they
started their
collaboration on this
dinner when they
discovered that they
had each spent some time in the American South. Although they
started out with the idea that the dinner would reflect a southern
theme, as they worked with Chef Christian, their idea evolved to a
celebration of California’s spring—which turned into a fabulous
feast enjoyed by all who attended.

David Piper and Leslie Bene 
Chair Spectacular Epicurean Dinner

By SUSAN FRENCH, General Chair, Epicurean Society

Seafood trio appetizer

Susan French with Rob and Susie
Hammesfahr

Braised pork belly

Plating the lamb chops
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Terry Barnett, Brenda Fink, and
Susie Haber

Connie and Dick Hyman, S/C Bill Stump and
R/C Debbie Feinerman

Christopher Ortiz, Co-chairs David Piper and
Leslie Bene, and Mike Cubbins

Malcom Cloyd and Natsuo Tomita

(above) Doug Stewart, CYC
President Steve Hathaway, Sharon
Stewart, Leslie Bene, Stephanie
Hathaway, Anthony Agoglia, Sandy
Allbright, and Harlan Gibbs

(left) Tom Rowe, Gayle and Rich
Namerow, Charles and Mary Jane
McClintock
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Who doesn’t like to be on the
water in the summer? My
summers were spent in the

Northwest, so even though sailing wasn’t
part of my childhood, summers were
spent on the ferry going from West Seattle
to Vashon Island to see family, or
watching the pirates come into Puget
Sound on tall ships for the Seafair Parade,
or even rafting down the Yakima River on
inner tubes. Water always makes a hot
summer day more enjoyable. At CYC,
whether it’s a fishing trip, a cruise to

Catalina, or racing in Santa Monica Bay, there are plenty of ways for
members to get on the water. 

Learn how to sail! The Junior Summer Program offers
instruction for children from seven to 18 for all skill levels. Juniors
can also participate on Wednesday nights as part of the Sunset Series
or on Thursday nights off the guest dock as part of the Muddy Feet
Series. Adult learn to sail classes are offered in a set of four
Saturdays throughout the summer and early fall months. For more
experienced sailors, there is match racing twice a month on Friday
evenings. On July 22 and 23, Star boats will compete for the King of
Spain trophy. Teams include world and Olympic champions from
Seattle to San Diego, so Regatta Chair S/C Tom O’Conor is sure to
have a great weekend of racing. Sunset Series and Starlight Series are
mid-way through their seasons, but it’s never too late to get a few
races in.

On July 19, join George Etter and the Power Fleet on the annual
Junior Blind Fishing Trip. This is one of the most rewarding days
you will spend this summer. CYC members go out on a commercial
fishing boat with visually impaired children for a morning of deep
sea fishing, followed by lunch at the Club. Sign up at the front desk.
As Anthony Agoglia often says in the new members meeting, “It’s
the most awesome experience you’ll ever have!”

There are two cruises over to Howland's Landing this month.
The “Surf and Turf” cruise on July 14-16 is chaired by S/C David
Collins and Penny. Bring your food for the barbeque on Friday night.
On Saturday, the staff will come to Catalina on the Charles
Hathaway, loaded with chilled seafood for lunch and fixings for a
fantastic barbeque Saturday night. Great food with a live band, too!
You must make a reservation by July 9 for this cruise. Family Cruise
heads to Catalina on July 28-30. This is usually the largest cruise of
the year with lots of fun, friendship, and water toys. This is a bring-
your-own food and beverage cruise, so if you have any questions
about what is planned or what you should bring, contact chairs
Michelle Ondrey or Aliza Farrell. Reservations are a must. See the
cruising page on the CYC web site for instructions on getting a
mooring for either cruise.

Our second Pool Patio Cocktail Party takes place on July 21,
with the perennial favorite rum as our complimentary tasting for the
night. If you are planning on staying for the seafood buffet, please
make reservations ahead of time so we can have a table ready for
you. Bar food will also be available on the patio. 

Get your water wings out   ̶ it’s time to hit the water!

From the Manager
By MICHELE UNDERWOOD Stay Connected  

@CYCRacing
@CalYachtClub

Your weekly e-newsletter
Contact Ray Campbell

DreamHomes@raycampbell.com

Sunset Series
Newsletter 

cyc-sunset-series@cycfleet.com

Stan Kallis
CYC member since 1969

In Memoriam
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New Member
Mtg.
Pool Patio
Cocktail Party
YP Happy Hour
Match Racing
Seafood Buffet

Brunch
King of Spain 
YP Yoga/Mimosas
Paddle Tennis
Brunch
Family Cruise
Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
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12

21

Club closed

Pickleball
Club closed
Jr. Camp#3 Begins
Pickleball
Breeze deadline

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Pickleball

Club closed
Invite to LAYC
4th of July Cruise
Pickleball
Jr. Camp 
Session #2

5 6

Club closed

Pickleball

Jr. Camp 
Session #2

Match Racing

YP Movie Night
on the Lawn

Seafood Buffet

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Adult Learn to 
Sail #5
LAYC Treasure
Hunt
Pickleball

Club closed

Pickleball

Club closed

Paddle Tennis

Seafood Buffet

Club closed

Pickleball

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Jr. Awards Banquet
Mah Jongg
Starlight Series 

12

Match Racing

Seafood Buffet

Howland’s Cruise

Seafood Buffet

22

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Mah Jongg
Book Mates
Fleet Council Mtg.
Sportsman’s Club 
Starlight Series
Jr. Muddy Feet

10 11

27

JULY HIGHLIGHTS 1

Bridge Club

Knit or Knot
Sunset Series
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

9

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

Brunch

Invite to LAYC
4th of July Cruise

Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Adult Learn to
Sail #4
Pickleball

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Howland’s Cruise
Adult Learn to 
Sail #4
Pickleball
Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Adult Learn to
Sail #4
Pickleball
King of Spain

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Sail Comm. Mtg.
Jr. Comm. Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Starlight Series 

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Painting Aficionados
Sunset Series 
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Sunset Series
Jr. Blind Fishing 
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

19 Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Mah Jongg
Jr. Muddy Feet
Family Comm.
Mtg.
Starlight Series 

2018

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Jr. Muddy Feet
Bridge Mtg.
Mah Jongg
Starlight Series

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Adult Learn to 
Sail #4
Family Cruise
Pickleball

Mxd. Doubles
Paddle Tennis
Adult Learn to
Sail #5
Pickleball

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Painting Aficionados
Sunset Series 
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Brunch
Pacific Cup
Deepwater #3
LAYC Treasure
Hunt
Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

Bridge Club

Knit or Knot
Sunset Series
Mixed Doubles
Paddle Tennis

Club closed
4th of July BBQ
Firecracker
Cruise
Invite to LAYC4th of July Cruise
Paddle Tennis

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis
Mah Jongg
Book Mates
Fleet Council Mtg.
Sportsman’s Club 
Starlight Series
Jr. Muddy Feet

Club closed

Women’s 
Paddle Tennis

8

Bridge Club
Knit or Knot
Painting Aficionados
Sunset Series 
Mxd. Paddle Tennis

Midsummer 
Jr. Rock-the-Boat
Party

Seafood Buffet

14

Brunch

Howland’s Cruise

Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

15

2928

7

13Brunch

Pacific Cup
Deepwater Series
#2 
Mixed Doubles 
Paddle Tennis

2-4      LAYC July 4th Cruise
4         Firecracker Cruise
4         4th of July BBQ 
7         Jr. Rock-the-Boat Party
9         Pacific Cup Deepwater #2
14-16  Howland’s Cruise

19        Jr. Blind Fishing Trip
20        Jr. Muddy Feet
22-23   King of Spain 
27        Jr. Muddy Feet
29-30   Family Cruise



Katharine Doble | USODA Team Trials


