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HH earty congratulations go to
CYC Junior Simone Staff for
her awesome achievement in

winning US Sailing’s U.S. Adult
Women’s Singlehanded Sailing
Championship.  As I wrote in the
October issue, Simone dedicated her
entire summer to competing in local
and national regattas.  Her hard work
certainly paid off. We are all so proud
of her.

Head of the Marina

Our busy calendar just won’t slow
down.  Saturday, November 2, is the
annual Head of the Marina Rowing
Regatta; 5,000 meters of racing held
within the Marina del Rey harbor.
Every year CYC is proud to host over
100 rowers. This year sixty shells are
expected.  Come to the Club and view
this exciting regatta. You must arrive
very early in the morning to see all the
action on the water. Races begin at 7:30
a.m. and continue until 9:30 a.m.
Rowers love those early dawn hours.
Best viewing is from the Club Guest
Dock, Burton Chace Park, the UCLA
Aquatic Center, or along the north or
south jetties near the harbor entrance.

Technician License

On Saturday, November 2, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m., the CYC Radio Amateur
Group, under the leadership of Charlie
Pascall, will be conducting a Technician
Amateur Radio License class. Sign up for
the class at the front desk.

Commodores Ball

One of CYC’s biggest events, the
annual Commodores Ball, will take place
on Saturday, November 9. This year’s
theme is a Masquerade Ball. Add a

fantastic mask to your evening attire.
This will be a Ball not to be missed.
CYCWA SEO Judy Levi and SEO
Anne Sanguinetti are chairing this
affair. Judy is one of our most creative
and innovative event planners; this will
be one more of her outstanding and
memorable balls. Make sure you
attend. If you have not done so, make
your reservations now. This will be a
sold-out event. Personally, I cannot
wait to see all the fantastic décor and
special amenities Judy and Anne will
have put together for our enjoyment.
Thank you, Judy and Anne, from the
bottom of my heart.

New Sailing Magazine
Check out a brand new digital

publication called Wind & Compass, a
guide to sailing in Southern California,
at windandcompass.com.  The 122-
page summer issue features a nine-
page article presenting the history of
our Club.

I would like to wish you and your
families a very happy Thanksgiving.
Enjoy and treasure the gathering of
family and friends on this special
holiday.

TT he clock
has been
set back an

hour, the holidays
are around the
corner, and it’s
time to take a
moment to reflect
on the good
things in our life.

It is easy to get caught up in planning
next year’s Club events, budget, roster,
regattas and committee meetings, and
forget to thank those who have made
this year so special. I am thankful for
members who take the time to tell me
when things are going well and who
also communicate when there is an
improvement to be made. I am

thankful for all those members who
volunteer their time to chair committees
or serve on committees to make our Club
programs and events run so smoothly. I
am thankful for the leadership of the
Bridge and Fleet Council, and look
forward to working on the goals set via
the Strategic Long Range Planning
Committee. I am thankful for the growth
of this Club and seeing so many young
families join over the last year. I am
thankful for the Staff, who are dedicated
hospitality professionals. I am thankful
for guidance and mentoring from Club
members, as well as the warmth and
friendship you have shared. 

November beckons us all to the
Club.  Come salute Commodore Uta
Leslie at the masquerade-themed
Commodores Ball. With SEOs Judy Levi
and Anne Sanguinetti at the helm, it is
sure to be an elegant evening. We will
have rowers from the region convening
at the Club for the annual Head of the
Marina rowing regatta on November 2. If

you are an early bird, this is a fun
event to watch in the main channel. On
November 16 the Club bar will be set
up with a tailgate menu and several
screens to watch rivals UCLA and
USC duke it out on the football field.
Holiday wines paired with delicious
appetizers will be featured at the wine
tasting event on November 21. Chef
Matthew will be looking forward to
meeting all the children at our third
annual “Build Tour Own Gingerbread
House” on November 30. Don’t forget
to reserve a place at the table for
Thanksgiving dinner. The Club will be
serving its annual feast from 1 p.m. to
6 p.m. In addition to the succulent
entrées, you won’t want to miss Pastry
Chef Victor’s delicious pumpkin pie!
We also are offering complete turkey
dinners to go. Order by November 22
and pick up on Thanksgiving Day. See
Frances in the dining room to place
your order.

See you ‘round the Club!
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From The
Commodore

Commodore Uta Leslie

From The
Manager

By MICHELE UNDERWOOD
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II competed in the U.S.
Adult Singlehanded
Championships in

Brielle, New Jersey, from
September 11-14. The
winds ranged from 13-20
knots all week, with
mostly sunny skies. Allie
Blecher attended as my
coach, and there were six
women participating. We
sailed out of Manasquan
River Yacht Club, a
medium-sized club
surrounded by grass.

This was my first
regatta in a Byte CII, so I
planned to have one day of
practice. When I got into
the boat, I was a little
nervous – the boat was
very tippy and hard to
control. But as the day
progressed, I became

faster and faster, learning how
to use the control lines and
how to play the main sheet
traveller blocks. I was
practicing in 18-20 knots of
breeze, and hiking as hard as I
could. I set up with the rest of
the fleet, having left earlier
than they had. We went
upwind, and I began to feel
confident that I could sail this
boat as well as any of the
other girls.

The first day of racing
came early. We launched our
boats at 9 a.m., and sailed out
to the race course. The normal
wind direction was already
there, and the wind filled in
quickly. The race committee
set up the windward mark
exactly one mile away, making
the upwind a real grind. With
18 knots of wind, I felt as if

U.S. Adult Singlehanded
Championships 2013

By SIMONE STAFF

Simone Staff
(3418) leads the
fleet at the start.

Simone Staff with the U.S.
Adult Women's Singlehanded
Sailing Champion trophy

-  Liz Walker photos

4/BREEZE NOVEMBER 2013



my legs had fallen off. I worked very hard to
beat my main opponent, Hanne Weaver, the
first day. I wanted to show her I was a threat.
We were launched and stayed at least half a
leg ahead of the third place boat the entire day. 

The second day, I woke up ready to sail. I
had adjusted to the time difference, and was
very energetic sailing to the race course. The
locals told us the weather was different today,
and it was. It came from the north, whereas
the normal sea breeze is from the south. This
caused lighter winds (which was better for
me), but a harder strategic day. It was 12-15
knots all day, but I had to really focus to make
sure I was getting every puff and putting
myself in a good position. By the end of the
day I had scored 14 points, and Hanne had
scored 12. I was two points behind. 

I went into the last day of the 10-day
regatta with only one goal. To put one boat in
between me and Hanne at all times. To do this,
I loosely covered her all day, until I found a
nice right shift that she did not see. Due to this
shift, I beat her by three boats, allowing me to
win the regatta. The weather was nice and
cool, and it was a very fun venue to sail. With
the exception of race 7, I scored all firsts or
seconds. I hope to be back in the future, and
look forward to my next regatta.

Women’s Byte CII Final Standings – Top 5

Simone Staff, California YC
1-2-2-1-2-1-3-2-1-2: 17 

Hanne Weaver, Seattle YC
2-1-1-2-1-3-1-1-2-5: 19 

Charlotte List, Corinthian YC Cape May 
3-3-3-3-5-2-2-3-3-3: 30

Sophie Naughton, Eastern YC
5-4-4-4-4-4-6-4-4-1: 40 

Bridget MacCormack, Toms River YC
4-5-5-6-3-5-5-6-6-6: 51 

Editor’s note: All regatta participants had to
qualify by winning other US Sailing ladder
events in order to be invited. Simone's friend
Hanne Weaver finished in second place, and
was last year’s U.S. Junior Women's
Singlehanded Champion (she won the Leiter
Cup). Simone’s win makes her the U.S. Adult
Women's Singlehanded Sailing Champion.
Simone's coach and CYC's Head Junior
Sailing Coach, Allie Blecher, was last year's
U.S. Adult Women's Singlehanded Sailing
Champion.

Simone Staff (3418) chases her main opponent, Hanne Weaver (3426)

Full-Service Boat Yard and Marina

Learn more about us online:
www.The-BoatYard.com

13555 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292
Phone: (310) 823-8964  Fax: (310) 821-0569
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Winners’ Circle
By DIANE ADLER

SUNSET SERIES RACE #19  9/4/2013  PHRF A
1. Far Niente, Mike George/Mick Shlens.
2. Dark Star, Jeff Janov.  3. Margaritaville 1.5, Jay
Steinbeck. PHRF B  1. Cuvee Caliente, Mahaffey
Family.  2. Plankton, John Staff. PHRF C 1. Jubilation,
Lenny Shabes.  2. Persistence, Bryce Benjamin. PHRF D
1. Lizzie B., Dick Hampikian.  2. Avet, Curt Johnson.  4.
Scooter, Liz Hjorth.   MARTIN 242  1. Trolleycar, Peter
Stazicker/Bill Petersen.  2. Velerito, Brack Duker.  3.
Dean, Duncan Cameron.  4. Off the Wagon, Richard
Mainland.  PHRF E 1. Take Five, Team Take Five.
CRUISING A 2. La Cometa, Greg Dair.  4. Celerity,
Bruce Bilson.

SUNSET SERIES RACE #20   9/11/2013  1. Pendragon
IV, John MacLaurin.  2. Margaritaville 1.5, Jay
Steinbeck.  3. Dark Star, Jeff Janov.  PHRF B 4. Babe,
Doug Steele.  PHRF C 1. Grace O’Malley, Alice
Leahey.  2. AquaBella, Dan McGanty.  3. Spray, Peter
Nelson.  PHRF D 1. Lizzie B., Dick Hampikian.  
2. Avet, Curt Johnson.  3. Scooter, Liz Hjorth.  4. Redline,
Derek Heeb.  MARTIN 242 2. Trolleycar, Peter
Stazicker/Bill Petersen.  3. Strange Crew, Will Petersen.
4. All In, Mike George.  PHRF E 2. Take Five, Team
Take Five.  CRUISING A 1. La Cometa, Greg Dair.

2013 SUNSET SERIES FINAL CLASS RESULTS
PHRF A 1. Pendragon IV, John MacLaurin.  
2. Margaritaville 1.5, Jay Steinbeck.  3. Dark Star, Jeff
Janov.  PHRF B 2. Plankton, John Staff.  3. Cuvee
Caliente, Mahaffey Family.  4. Babe, Doug Steele.
PHRF C 2. Grace O’Malley, Alice Leahey. 3.
Persistence, Bryce Benjamin.  4. AquaBella, Dan
McGanty.  5. Spray, Peter Nelson.  PHRF D 1. Lizzie B.,
Dick Hampikian.  2. Avet, Curt Johnson.  3. Scooter, Liz
Hjorth.  MARTIN 242 1. Dean, Duncan Cameron.  
2. Fluid Mocean, Drew Stauffer.  3. Trolleycar, Peter
Stazicker/Bill Petersen.  4. Velerito, Brack Duker.  
PHRF E 1. Take Five, Team Take Five.  CRUISING A
3. Celerity, Bruce Bilson.  CRUISING B 3. California
Dream, Chris Gorog.

2013 SUNSET SERIES CLASS TROPHY WINNERS
MARYLYN RITCHIE TROPHY – Lizzie B., Dick
Hampikian, CYC
DR. ROBERT CRUM TROPHY – Dean, Duncan
Cameron, CYC
JACK WEBER TROPHY – My Time 3, George
Maronich , WSA
MILLARD ROSING  TROPHY – My Time 3, George
Maronich, WSA

ALAN ELLIOT TROPHY – Duchess, Ron Jacobs, DRYC

U.S. SINGLEHANDED SAILING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Manasquan River Yacht Club, Brielle, NJ 9/14–20/13
WOMEN’S BYTE CII DIVISION 1. Simone Staff.

HARRIS REGATTA 9/14/13  PHRF 2. Avet, Curt
Johnson.  3. AquaBella, Dan McGanty.  STAR CLASS
1. Jon Pelliconi/Eric Lange.  2. Eugenio Cingolani/ Alejandro
Bugacov. MARTIN 242 1. Strange Crew, Will Petersen.  
2. All In, Mike George.  3. Trolleycar, Peter Stazicker.  J/24
1. Take Five, Susan Taylor/Werner Horn. COMMODORE’S
TROPHY Will Petersen (M242), Jon Pelliconi/Eric Lange
(Star), Susan Taylor/Werner Horn. (J/24).

PACIFIC DEEPWATER SERIES RACE TWO  9/15/13
PHRF A 1. Forgiveness, Joe Simpkins. PHRF B  1.
Plankton, John Staff.  2. AquaBella, Dan McGanty.  3. Paddy
Wagon, Richard Mainland. PHRF C 1. Avet, Curt Johnson.
CRUISING 1. Celerity, Bruce Bilson.

KING OF THE HILL 9/18/2013 1. Plankton, John Staff.
2. Margaritaville 1.5, Jay Steinbeck.  3.Cuvee Caliente,
Mahaffey Family

ASMBYC CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS 9/21-22/13
PHRF A 1. Persistence, Bryce Benjamin.  3. AquaBella,
Dan McGanty.  PHRF B 2. Avet, Curt Johnson.
CRUISING 2. Celerity, Bruce Bilson.
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Harris Regatta Commodore's Trophy winners: Will Petersen
(Strange Crew, Martin 242), Jon Pelliconi and Eric Lange
(8163, Star), and Susan Taylor (not shown)/Werner Horn
(Take Five, J/24).                                     - Sue Service photo
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IIwas a member of CYC from
1963-1988 where I was a Finn
sailor, Tornado Cat sailor,

Lehman 12 sailor, and, by 1975, a
Star sailor at CYC. The attached
photo was taken on September 25,
this year, when Steve Carlson, Ken
Young, and I met at CYC for lunch. Steve, Ken, the late Barton
Beek, and I formed the Star Fleet at CYC in 1975. It was really
a lot of fun to bring the venerable Star Class back to CYC.

CYC's Star Fleet goes all the way back to 1921 when Ben
Weston and Owen Churchill took second place in the Star
Worlds in Long Island Sound. We had a great fleet culminating
in the first time CYC hosted the Star Worlds in 1983. Steve,
Barton and Ken were instrumental in helping me run the
regatta, which was a first for CYC at the time. Prior to that I
persuaded Owen Churchill to re-dedicate the King of Spain
trophy to the Star Class where it has been contested ever since.
Also in 1975, Ken Young, Bob Burns, and I went back to
Marblehead and won the Prince of Wales Bowl for the US
Sailing Match Racing Championship for the Club. 

Steve is still a member of CYC, Ken lives in Pacific
Palisades, and I live in Tequesta, Florida. During my visit, I
realized how much I missed all the good times I had at CYC
over the years.

The Founders of
CYC’s Star Fleet

By HARRISON HINE

The 2013 Harris Regatta
By SUE SERVICE

Steve Carlson, Ken Young,
and Harrison Hine

TT he skippers and crew of 19 boats pried themselves
away from television coverage of the 34th America's
Cup to participate in this year's Harris Regatta on

Saturday, September 14.
It was a nice day for late-summer racing – we started off

with dense fog but the sun came through after the first race.
The breeze was light, but relatively steady.  Four classes were
out: PHRF, Martin 242, Star, and J/24, and PRO Joan
Chandler did a great job getting off three races for all classes.
Course length was varied for the different starts, such that for
several of the races all classes were finishing at pretty much
the same time, keeping the RC on their toes and away from
the Snickers bars.

The largest class out was the Martin 242 with seven
boats.  Will Petersen on Strange Crew beat Mike George on
All In by just one point, and his father Bill Petersen and Peter
Stazicker on Trolleycar by just three points.  

The Stars had four boats out, which was a good showing
given they had just completed some grueling racing in their
Worlds in San Diego the previous weekend.  Jon Pelliconi
and crew Eric Lange took top honors in the Star fleet aboard

Shooting Star (8163), with Eugenio Cingolani and Alejandro
Bugacov (8268) taking second place.  

The J/24s were able to muster three boats.  Winning the
class was Susie Taylor and Werner Horn aboard Take Five.

The Commodore’s Trophy, the perpetual for the winners
of the Harris Reggata’s one-design classes, was awarded to
Will Petersen (Strange Crew, M242), Jon Pelliconi and Eric
Lange (8163, Star), and Susie Taylor and Werner Horn (Take
Five, J/24). The winners’ names will be inscribed on the
Commodore’s Trophy.

The PHRF class had five entries with a wide range of
ratings (68 to 167).  Ty Hokanson on the Schock 35 Whiplash
finished first, with Curt Johnson on the J/80 Avet in second,
and Dan McGanty on the J/105 AquaBella in third.

After racing, participants enjoyed beer and tacos on the
pool patio deck, and bid adieu to PRO Joan Chandler, who is
leaving SoCal for the Seattle area, where she grew up.

Oh, and the AC34 action that day – Sue Purcell managed
to keep us up to date through the magic of her iPhone app,
startling us all during a start sequence with the news that
Emirates Team New Zealand nearly capsized, providing
Oracle Team USA with their second win of the America's
Cup!  An exciting day of racing from SF to MdR!

Curt Johnson’s
Avet (second
place PHRF)
finishes near the
favored boat end.

Sue Service and Paula Cameron photos

Will Petersen’s
Strange Crew
won the Martin
242 class.



The California Yacht Club hosted
another successful season of the
ever-popular Sunset Series in 2013,

holding races each Wednesday for twenty
weeks during the summer, beginning on
April 24 and ending with the last race on
September 11. Participation increased in
comparison with recent seasons, with about
75 boats competing each week. Racers
were favored with nice wind throughout
the season, with only a couple of very light
evenings. Racing was not held on two
Wednesdays due to heavy weather.

In the racing division, the overall
winner was Lizzie B., skippered by Dick
Hampikian (CYC), and awarded the
Marylyn Ritchie Trophy. The cruising
division winner was My Time 3, skippered
by George Maronich (WSA), and awarded
the Millard Rosing Trophy. The Dr. Robert
Crum Trophy was awarded to Martin 242
class winner Dean, skippered by Duncan
Cameron (CYC). In the cruising class,
DRYC member Ron Jacob’s Duchess took
the Alan Elliot Trophy, and WSA member
George Maronich's My Time 3 won the
Jack Weber Trophy. All of these trophies
are perpetual, and are on permanent
display in the CYC Clubhouse.

Racing this season also included
recognition for women at the helm and
special evenings with participation by our
Junior sailors. 

Each Wednesday evening after racing,
competitors, friends and CYC Club
members gathered on the patio to enjoy
BBQ dinner and various libations as DJ
Scott Jarema played the tunes. An ever-
hearty lot, the celebrants continued the
party even when a little rain moved in
one night.

PHRF A – Pendragon IV,
John MacLaurin, CYC

PHRF B – Bravura
Paul Katz, DRYC

PHRF C – Ceann Saile 
Geoffrey Roth, MVYC

PHRF D – Lizzie B.
Dick Hampikian, CYC

Martin 242 – Dean
Duncan Cameron, CYC

PHRF E – Take Five
Team Take Five, CYC

Cruising A – Duchess
Ron Jacobs, DRYC

Cruising B – My Time 3
George Maronich, WSA
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Sunset Series: 20 Wednesdays of 
Fierce and Friendly Competition

By DAVID PIPER

Skipper Duncan
Cameron, Commodore

Uta Leslie, and Dean
crew Roland Vollman,
winners of the Martin
242 class and the Dr.
Robert Crum Trophy.

- Michael Shocklee photo

Dick Hampikian’s Lizzie B., winner of PHRF D and the Marylyn RitchieTrophy. 
- S/C Ann Ach photo

CYC Sunset Juniors. 
Bottom row: Jordan Janov, Ryan Janov,

Grant Janov, and Alexis Westland.
Back row: Finn Weeks, Commodore Uta Leslie,

and Amanda Johnstone.
- Robert Zeigler photo

THE COMPLETE LIST OF CLASS WINNERS



John
MacLaurin’s

Pendragon IV,
winner of
PHRF A.

- Sam Haythorn
photo

Duncan
Cameron’s
Dean, winner
of the Martin
242 class and
the Dr. Robert
Crum Trophy.
- Michael Becker
photo

Dick
Hampikian’s
Lizzie B.,
winner of
PHRF D and
the Marylyn
Ritchie Trophy.
- Michael
Becker photo

S/C Alice
Leahey (Grace
O’Malley),
second place in
PHRF C and a
winning woman
at the helm.
- Sam Haythorn
photo

Team Take Five (2223),
winner of PHRF E,

takes up a competitor in
the channel.

- Sam Haythorn photo
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The 2013
King of
the Hill

race was held on
September 18.
This race takes
the top boats
from each of the
racing classes of
the Sunset Series
and lets them
race against each
other in an
inverted start
format. The
winner can be
considered
“King of the
Hill” for the
year. This year
found John Staff
(CYC) on
Plankton
zooming in front
of second place
Jay Steinbeck
(CYC) on Margaritaville 1.5 by 18 seconds. The
Mahaffey Family (CYC) on Cuvee Caliente
finished third, followed by Paul Katz (DRYC) on
Bravura, and Dick Hampikian (CYC) on Lizzie B.
After the race, most of the competitors gathered at
CYC for a festive BBQ and trophy presentation.

The King of the Hill is a one-race competition
using an inverted start based on the PHRF handicap
of each of the 21 entrants. This means the boats
start at different times, with the slower boats
starting first. All boats race the same course and if
the handicaps were exactly correct and the crews
equally skilled, all the boats should finish within
seconds of each other. This year it wasn’t as close
as that because, although there was a good steady
wind at the start, it lightened considerably toward
the end of the race. Still, lots of boats finished
overlapped, and it took careful attention by the
Race Committee to get the finishing order correct.

This race serves as a memorial to Joan Hill,
long-time chairman of the Sunset Series, who died
of breast cancer a year or so after this race was
created. 

Art Engel and S/C Ann Ach chaired this
successful race, ending a competitive summer of
Wednesday night racing.

John Staff Crowned
“King of the Hill”

By S/C ANN ACH

S/C Ann Ach awards the King of the Hill Trophy to John Staff and his Plankton crew
- Michael Shocklee force10images.com
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CYC Hosts ASMBYC 
Champion of Champions Regatta

By STEVE EDWARDS

Commodore Uta Leslie awards the ASMBYC Jack Weber – Commodores Perpetual Trophy
to Bryce Benjamin and his Persistence crew, PHRF A class and overall PHRF winners.

FF air weather and adequate
winds were the birthday
wish of Principal Race

Officer Mike Priest for the
Champion of Champions Regatta
sponsored by the Association of
Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs
and hosted by CYC on September
21 and 22. His wish was fulfilled.

Eligibility for this regatta
requires placing in the top third in
one of a select list of regattas in
2013, or being nominated by your
home club as a “wild card” entry.
Among this refined peer group,
participants expect their skills to
be tested.

Skills were indeed tested.
Winds shifted from 265 degrees to
210 degrees and back again
several times. A school of
dolphins crowded S mark. On-
board medical care was needed
when a sailor suffered a
significant laceration; good radio
skills permitted perfect
communication with the race
committee and medical personnel



NOVEMBER 2013 BREEZE/13

Caption contest: 
Send your suggested caption to 
cyc-breeze-editor@cycfleet.com
Winner to be announced 
in the next Breeze.

Bruce Bilson's Celerity, second place in Cruising A.

Curt Johnson's
Avet took second
in PHRF B.

Bryce Benjamin's
Persistence, winner
of PHRF A class and
the Jack Weber –
Commodores
Perpetual Trophy

of the Sheriff’s Department.
Challenges were not limited to the sailors.

On Sunday morning, as Mike Priest was plotting
his five-leg course, lifting fog revealed that two
far western permanent buoys had disappeared
overnight (“They were there yesterday!”). Norm
Belcher zipped the markset boat westward,
dropped one inflatable tetrahedron mark, then
positioned his boat to serve as the other mark,
allowing Sunday’s races to start as scheduled.

Even with the markset boat’s excellent
performance, two skippers rounded incorrect
marks, discovered their error, and disqualified
themselves.

CYC boats competed successfully. Bryce
Benjamin’s Persistence finished first, with Dan
McGanty and Helen Brierley’s AquaBella
finishing third in the PHRF A class. Persistence
was awarded the ASMBYC Jack Weber –
Commodores Perpetual Trophy as the overall
winner for PHRF. Curt Johnson in Avet finished
third in PHRF B. In the Cruising class, Celerity,
skippered by Bruce Bilson, finished second.

A large birthday cake greeted the PRO
following Saturday’s racing, and it was made
even better when his “twin” Diane Adler arrived
with family members at the Club followed by a
comparable cake to celebrate her birthday.

- Pam Spriggs photos
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On September 6 to 8, twenty-
eight CYC members on 12
boats enjoyed a fun-filled

weekend at the Corsair Yacht Club in
Emerald Bay. The adventures began
with hauling all our charcoal, firewood,
projection equipment, and decorations
into the beach by dinghy.  There was
mild surf and big tides, so lots of
exercise, wet clothes, and at least one
swamped dinghy.  Friday night began
with a game where everyone was given
a string of emerald beads and whoever
could get someone to say “no”  got to
claim that person’s beads. The person
with the most beads at the end of the
evening won.  After dinner we watched
“Romancing the Stone,” a hilariously
hokey 1984 film starring Kathleen
Turner and Michael Douglas.

Saturday began with champagne
and home-made muffins delivered to
each boat by Tom Rowe, Karen
Stirling, and Paul Ivy, followed by a
dinghy raft-up for lunch.  V/C Richard
Mainland attended dressed as an
elegant gangster and S/C Cheryl
Mahaffey as a perfect Kathleen Turner.

Saturday finished with cocktail and
hors d’oeuvre contests and a treasure
hunt before dinner, then singing and
dancing around the campfire.
Highlights of the evening were singing
along with Paul Ivy on guitar and Bill
Solberg on his washboard, and
celebrating Dawn and Randy Sprout’s
45th wedding anniversary.

The cruise was planned by Cruise
Gang Susan French, Tom Rowe, Pam
Spriggs, Karen Stirling, and Paul Ivy.
Prizes were awarded to V/C Richard
Mainland, S/C Cheryl Mahaffey, and
Bill Solberg for best costumes; to Betsy
Linn and Stacey Sullivan for best
appetizer and lunch offerings; to Steve
Myles for collecting the most beads; to
Vivian Aponte for best photographer;
and to Randy Sprout for finding the
treasure.

Romancing the Stone, 
Rendezvous II Cruise to Emerald Bay

By SUSAN FRENCH

- Vivian Aponte photos

Vivian Aponte and Kenny Huff

Randy Sprout found the emerald

Pam Spriggs and Stacey Sullivan Doug and Sharon Stewart 

Steve Myles, Stephanie Hathaway and Ceci
Samartin

Slan Gava

V/C Richard Mainland and  S/C Cheryl Mahaffey
in costume with Jan and Ray



- Mike Shocklee force10images.com photos
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Joanna Davies, 
Steve Myles, and
Stephanie Hathaway

Kelvin Davies Bill Solberg

Cruise Gang – Karen Stirling, Paul Ivy, Pam Spriggs, Susan French and Tom Rowe
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Power Fleet
News

By SEO NORMA PRATT

MMembers took a walk down
memory lane at the Summer of
Love Fall Dock Party in

September. Turning back the clock to
the summer of 1967 truly happened for a
couple of hours with the docks turned
into the corner of Haight and Ashbury,
San Francisco. DJ Scott Jarema was
thrilled to play Groovin’, Friday on My
Mind, Light My Fire, Respect, Gimme
Some Lovin’, San Francisco, and more.
Tie–dyed shirts, Afros, and "flowers in
your hair" were the scene. The punch
was aptly spiked, and the Jello and
brownies were a hit. Love was in the air
– the mood of the party. Surely creative
expression is not lacking at this Club!
Congratulations to Chairmen Steve and
Jeanne Huff for organizing and planning
such a fun-themed party.    

This month the Power Fleet has a
hiatus from scheduled events. However, the event of
the year is on, the annual Commodores Ball. Don
you masquerade mask and join your friends for a
celebratory evening, giving recognition to our
Commodore Uta Leslie and past commodores.

Take time to give honor to Veterans Day,
November 11, dedicated in 1921 as Armistice Day,
marking the end of World War I. In 1954, President
Eisenhower changed it to Veterans Day in honor of
those who served in all wars.

Thanksgiving is the one year that we pause to
give thanks for our myriad blessings. How fortunate
we are to live in America, land of the free, home of
the brave, and to be here at the California Yacht
Club in Southern California. Gather at the Club
with family and friends for a lovely Thanksgiving
dinner, made easy with no fuss! 

Save the Date
“Holiday Magic” Boat Parade Dock Party

Saturday, December 14
Fireworks 5:55 p.m.

Parade 6 - 8 p.m.

Many thanks to all who have submitted
unusual pictures for the on-the-water photo contest.
We received twelve beautiful entries this month,
including shots from all over the world. We add
them all to the year’s selection. Winners, please see
Assistant General Manager Gus Marks for your
premium bottle of wine.

Power Fleet On-the-Water Photo Contest
Winner: Diane Howard

“Sunrise in Bermuda”

Submit “On the Water Photos” (anywhere, anytime, any water) to: 
cyc-power-fleet@cycfleet.com
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Summer of Love 
Fall Dock Party
Summer of Love 
Fall Dock Party
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Family
Lucky Luau

By JENNIFER DAKOSKE-KOSLU

OOn a clear and particularly clear
and balmy evening in September,
members were treated to a

Hawaiian luau, CYC style! Presented
by the Family Committee, organizers
Lisa Carrington, Jennifer DakoskeKoslu,
Aliza Farrell, and Lisa Casal put
together a beautiful Hawaiian feast
complete with a very special traditional
roast pig! Members Mark and Leanne
Toumajian roasted a ninety pound pig in
the traditional Hawaiian style using an
"imu" or pit-style barbecue oven fueled
with hot coals. Starting at 9 a.m. on
Sunday on the lawn of CYC, the
Toumajians carefully tended the coals
and roasted the whole pig to perfection.

As the guests filtered in, they were
treated to a complimentary mai-tai
cocktail, island style, served in a special
ceramic tiki cup. While vintage
Hawaiian music compiled by Joe Farrell
played, guests mingled on the lawn,
while the children made leis and reveled
in one of summer's last outdoor get-
togethers. Once the pig was ready,
diners sat down and indulged in a
tropical feast which included sticky rice,
chicken skewers, and greens, as well as
a fabulous macadamia nut cookie that
was to die for.

As the sun set and the mai-tais were
flowing, the night's entertainment began.
The Polynesian dance troupe Tausala
Polynesia took everyone on a virtual
tour of the beautiful islands of Hawaii,
exciting us all with the dramatic drum
beats of Tahiti, and keeping everyone on
the edge of their seats as the fierce
warriors performed the heart-pounding
Maori battle dance, then causing us all
to burst into laughter when the Samoan
chiefs attempted to teach us how to
perform the ancient warrior yelp! As
no tour of the islands would ever be
complete without hula dancing, all the
children were encouraged to join the
hula dancers on the lawn for a hula
lesson. Calling out a different tropical
fruit for each hip movement, the kids
entertained us all as they learned the
basic hula moves. For the grand finale,

Captivated audience as the show begins on
its journey to the beautiful Pacific Islands.

Joe Farrell and Mark Toumajian tending
to the succulent pig.

Delicious dinner is ready to enjoy.

Al Casal, Lisa Casal, John Hamilton,
Bridget Rohmer, baby Naomi, and Diane
Hamilton enjoy an afternoon with friends. 

Christiane and Harry Johnson

Perfect luau weather

Warriors perform the Maori battle dance Fire-warriors put on a spectacular show 

- Joe Farrell, Leanne Tourmajian and Christiane Johnson photos
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just after the sun slipped beyond the horizon, the fire-warrior
dancers finished off the evening with a flaming spectacle of fire
dancing, artful twirling and whirling of live flames all on the lawn
of CYC.

This was the Family Committee's second annual summer
splash and with just over 100 people in attendance this year, the
group is already plotting and planning for next year's event!
Keep your eye on the Breeze for more information on our now
infamous family-friendly events as there will more to come in the
future! And, as always, anyone interested in joining the family
committee should contact the front desk. We are always on the
lookout for new, fun members to join us!

CYC ladies Michelle Parker, Leanne Toumajian, and
Lisa Carrington and their guests enjoy their tiki drinks.
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Sundae Treats
and Cool Kids

By ALIZA FARRELL

SSeptember’s heat wave was a perfect opportunity for our
CYC kids to come and enjoy their very first ice cream
social on the pool patio on Sunday afternoon, September

8, hosted by the Family Committee. With school back and
already heading into our fall schedule, the event was a
wonderful way to hang out with good friends from summer’s
Junior programs and relaxing pool days. CYC kids and their
families enjoyed chocolate and vanilla ice cream, and created
their own sundaes with all the trimmings with a helping hand
from our Executive Chef Matthew Fitzgibbons and his efficient
staff. We hope to see you and your family at our next event.

- Joe Farrell photos
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David Newman, B.A., L.M.T., is a Certified and
Licensed soft tissue/muscle specialist with 
25 years experience.  He currently works with
many medical doctors and sports medicine 
doctors, in addition to being a specialist at a
country club in the L.A. area. 

Would you like to quickly fix
all those aches and pains and
relieve all that muscular stress?

Increase your strength, energy, 
circulation, and full movement
to your: Neck • Shoulders
Back • Hips • Legs

Relax your body at a deeper 
level with no discomfort 
during a treatment or massage.

David Newman
W: (310) 208-2700
C: (310) 916-7093

email:
daviddirecting@

yahoo.com

MUSCLE
SPECIALIST
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CYCWA On The Horizon
By SEO MICHELE CAYLOR

COMMODORES BALL
Saturday, November 9 

Cocktails at 6:30 p.m.  Dinner at 7:30 p.m. 
The theme for this year’s ball is “Masquerade.”

Masquerade comes from the French word masque, meaning
just what you'd think: mask! Unlike a costume party, which
focuses on familiar faces in funny outfits, the masquerade is all
about mystery. According to legend-tinged history, the origins
of the masquerade ball can be traced back to the Carnival in
Venice, Italy, which began in the 12th century. It was popular
throughout England and many European countries during the
16th and 17th centuries. Dress in your finest formal outfits and
come in a beautiful masque (check online to find masques –
Mardi Gras websites have great ideas) and join the mystery
and fun.   

Price is $115.00 all inclusive. Please call the front desk for
reservations.  310-823-4567.

BOOK MATES
Thursday, November 7 at 11:45 a.m. 

in the Fireside Room  
The November book selection is “And the Mountains

Echoed” by Khaled Hosseini, the best-selling author of “The
Kite Runner” and “A Thousand Splendid Suns.” The book
crosses continents and generations, moving from Kabul to
Paris to San Francisco and to Greece. With profound wisdom
and compassion, Khaled Hosseini writes about the bonds that
define us and shape our lives, the ways in which we help our
loved ones in need, how the choices we make resonate through
history, and how we are often surprised by the people closest
to us.

Moderators will be Honorary SEO Patty Hathaway and
Susan Allan.  Please make reservations.  

SUNSET BOOK CLUB
Wednesday, November 20

6:45 p.m. Cocktails and Buffet, 
Discussion begins promptly at 7:30 p.m.   $16 inclusive.  

The November selection is “Counting the Days: POWs,
Internees, and Stragglers of World War II in the Pacific” by
long-time CYC member Craig B. Smith. “Counting the
Days” is the story of six prisoners of war imprisoned by both
sides during the conflict the Japanese called the "Pacific
War." This is the story of their struggles to stay alive, the
small daily triumphs that kept them going, and, for some,
their almost miraculous survival.  

The moderator will be the author, Craig B. Smith.
Please make reservations.

CYCWA Paddle Tennis
Every Tuesday and Thursday  10 a.m. to noon. 

Bring your paddles to the courts for fun-filled round
robin matches.   No experience required – all skill levels are

welcome and invited to participate. Following the play on
Thursdays, there is a no-host lunch in the dining room.
Contact chairwomen Virginia Teller and Joanie Freckmann for
more information. 

CYCWA BRIDGE CLUB
Every Wednesday
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Are you looking for a way to be social and challenge your
mind? Then bridge may be just your game. Bridge players of
all skill levels are invited to participate in the CYCWA's
Bridge Club. Tables are set up in the bar area with cards and
score sheets provided by the Club. The bridge players break
midday for a no-host luncheon. All interested new players are
encouraged to come or contact Chairwoman Joan Silver.

MAHJONG
Every Thursday  1 p.m.  

Join the group on Thursdays to play this fascinating and
strategic tile game. All skill levels welcome. If you already
play Mahjong, you can also help teach the game and strategies
to members who are new to the game. Just come on down and
have some fun!

For more information please drop by or contact
Chairwoman Susan Allan.

PAINTING AFICIONADOS
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday 

For November, SEO Anne Sanguinetti will be doing a
tile/plate ceramic class.

Also, the group is currently doing an online Art Class Pro
Painting course which will run through the end of the year.   

Join the growing artistic group – if you enjoy drawing and
painting this is the group for you. All skill levels encouraged.   

For details, please contact SEO Norma Pratt.



NOVEMBER 2013 BREEZE/23

The Sunset Book Club is Proud to Present:
“Counting the Days:  POWs, Internees, and 

Stragglers of World War II in the Pacific”
Author: CYC Member Craig B. Smith

By Marie Hedlund

Book Mates: “The Lotus Eaters”
Author: Tatjiana Soli

By Berry Wilkinson

SS tatistics from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs assert that as of
2011, over 670 WWII veterans die each and every day, and that the median
age for all survivors is 92. Our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, aunts, and

even ourselves, are passing and taking their life stories with them. Statistics are
one thing; humanity is another.  

“Counting the Days” recounts the stories of six survivors: three military and
three civilians, including three Japanese, one American, one Japanese-American,
and two Europeans. War is not only marching men, heroic deeds, assaults,
retreats, and weaponry, amongst many things. War is also patience, small, small
acts, and a daily will to survive. This book is not blood and guts. (Go see a movie
for that!) This book is love, hate, and shock. Dignity, indignity, and struggle.
Acceptance. These six individuals are not exceptional; they have quiet stories.

Meticulously researched and documented (published by the Smithsonian
Press), with countless personal interviews and on-site visits, “Counting the
Days” is not a drab recital of facts. It’s a book of human interest stories, salvaged
for posterity. 

Many of you know and have sailed with author Craig Smith (a CYC’er since
1994) on Dreams, his 33’ Hans Christian sailboat, which is a frequent visitor to
Ballast Point. Craig has written several books, both fiction and non-fiction, and
has presented before at CYC.  With his Ph.D. in engineering from UCLA, and as
former president and chairman of an international architectural, engineering, and
construction firm, Craig served as program manager for the Pentagon
renovations, both before and after 9/11. The man knows how to get things done.  

Craig is our program moderator for the evening, which promises to be a rich
one.  Please make your reservations early as we will need a head count.  $16.00,
inclusive, for the light buffet.  Hope to see you on Wednesday, November 20, at
6:45 p.m.  Oh, and bring a friend. Too good to miss.

II n September, 26 Book Mates met to discuss “The Lotus Eaters” by Tatjiana Soli. Our thanks to Ira Teller who moderated this
stunning novel of passion, duty, and ambition, set among the ruins of war, and to Dawn Sprout, who decorated the table with
Randy's old army fatigues, cameras, cover photos from Life magazine, and anti-war posters from the Vietnam War era. Over lunch,

we watched a slide show of iconic images from the Vietnam War era, accompanied by the song "Bring the Boys Home".
Plot summary: “[Tatjiana] Soli’s debut revolves around three characters whose lives are affected by the Vietnam War. Helen Adams

comes to Vietnam in the hopes of documenting the combat that took her brother from her. She immediately attracts the attention of the
male journalists in the region, and quickly falls into an affair with the grizzled, but darkly charismatic war photographer Sam Darrow.
As Helen starts to make her own way as a photographer in Vietnam, drawing as much attention for her gender as for her work, Darrow
sends her his Vietnamese assistant, Linh, a reluctant soldier who deserted the SVA in the wake of his wife’s death. While Linh wants
nothing more than to escape the war, Darrow and Helen are consumed by it, unable to leave until the inevitable tragedy strikes. The
strength here is in Soli’s vivid, beautiful depiction of war-torn Vietnam, from the dangers of the field, where death can be a single step
away, to the emptiness of the Saigon streets in the final days of the American evacuation.” – Kristine Huntley, Booklist

The book provoked intense discussion in response to questions raised by Ira. Our thanks to him for leading the discussion for the
second time this year, and for eliciting enthusiastic participation from all who attended.

Upcoming book selections: November: “And the Mountains Echoed” by Khaled Hosseini; moderators  Honorary SEO Patty
Hathaway and Susan Allan.  December: “My Beloved World” by Sonia Sotomayor; moderator Michele Zegina.
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New Orleans Fete 
Offered for December

Epicurean Society Dinner
Memberships Available

Mark your calendars now for the December 10
Epicurean Society dinner.  Fleet Captain Richard
Hamlin and the Epicurean Committee (Society

Chairman Susan French, Tom Rowe, Connie Cook, Society
Sommelier Dick Hyman, Jill Grossbard, Steve Frankel, and
Delia Hamlin) have planned a spectacular New Orleans
inspired menu featuring sugar and spiced duckling with
mayhew sauce as the main course. All CYC members and
guests are invited to attend.

Memberships in the Epicurean Society, open to all CYC
members who enjoy elegant dining and fun evenings, are
currently available.  Society members enjoy special prices
and have the opportunity to plan and chair Society dinners.
If you would like to join the Society, contact General
Chairman Susan French at french@law.ucla.edu.

- S/C Martin McCarthy photos
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2013 Commodores

Masquerade Ball

Saturday, November 9
Cocktails 6:30 p.m.
Dinner 7:30 p.m.

Black Tie
optional

$115.00 

inclusive
Reservations

310-823-4567
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David Schindler and Carol
Johnson along with Nicole (15) and
Alex (12) reside in the Pacific
Palisades.  They have sailing and
small motor boat experience, and have
a new and growing interest in rowing.
Daughter Nicki is a varsity rower on
the CYC Junior Rowing Racing Team.
They are joining the Club to support
the crew program and to be part of the
greater CYC community.  David is an
attorney and Carol is retired.  

Peter and Connie Webster are
joining CYC after many years of
sailing on Lake Michigan and
enjoying charters off the New England
coast and in the Spanish, American,
and British Virgin Islands.  They have
had long careers as educators in higher
education in Cleveland and Chicago.
Now living in Marina del Rey, they
look forward to sailing the Southern
California waters and beyond.  

New Members
By JOANN MEEPOS

Robert and Lori Blessing hail from
Redondo Beach where Robert is a real
estate developer and Lori is in sales.
They are new to sailing and excited to
join CYC for its social and rowing
opportunities.  

Gregory and Jerilyn Chun, and
their three sons, Jacob (15), Harrison
(13) and Marshall (8), reside in South
Pasadena. Having recently moved their
Catalina 36, Ohana Moku, to CYC, they
love coming to Santa Monica Bay to sail
her or their Hobie Cat 14, and to play on
their SUPs and kayaks with dog
Odysseys (Odie).  They look forward to
unwinding at CYC and partaking in all
the Club has to offer.  Greg is an
entertainment technology executive and
Jerilyn is a full-time mom. 

Marena Garza and 7 year old Siena are
residents of Santa Monica.  They intend on
diving right into the Junior Program and
family activities at the Club, including
sailing and swimming.  Marena is in real
estate, interior design, and fashion.  Young
Siena is an artist and fashion designer and
she has launched her own children’s clothing
line.  They also enjoy fishing.  

Jen and Peyton McElyea and baby
McElyea (due in November) are all excited
about their opportunities to participate in the
wonderful family and recreational activities
available at the Club. They sail, row and
enjoy their paddleboards. Jen and Peyton
both spend their professional time in the
finance field.     

Lisa Anne Rothenberg is a marriage
family therapist, just a few months away
from her Ph.D. in psychology. She hopes to
meet people around the Club and mingle,
and is looking forward to joining the book
club. She grew up at CYC and, now needing
a place for her boat J'DoroTu, decided CYC
was the place.

Mr. Len Sheridan  
CYC member since 1977

IInn MMeemmoorriiaamm
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CALIFORNIA YACHT CLUB

4469 Admiralty Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292  •  310-823-4567 • Fax: 310-822-3658

Always check www.calyachtclub.com for the most current event information.

Club Closed

1413

22

Club Closed

Division 12
Mtg.

Head of the
Marina Rowing
Regatta

Dinner for Two:
Chateaubriand

Fleet Council

New Member Mtg.

CYCWA
Book Mates Seafood Buffet

Club Closed

Public Education:
Navigation #2

Club Closed 6 7

16

Seafood Buffet

Club Closed

Veteran’s Day

Seafood Buffet Dinner for Two

1

Club Closed Club Closed

Public Education:
Navigation #3

Epicurean Dinner
Seafood Buffet

Club Closed

Jr. Comm. Party

Sail Comm. Party

CYCWA
Appreciation
Luncheon

14

9

1Brunch

Seafood Buffet

3029

23

15

Fleet Council

New Member Mtg.

CYCWA

Book Mates

12 13

28

8

NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 2

Club Closed

Public Education:
Navigation #3

11

Club Closed

Public Education:
Navigation #1

Brunch

Daylight Savings
Ends

Commodores Ball
(no a la carte
dining)

UCLA vs. USC
Football Game

Dinner for Two:
Chateaubriand

Dinner for Two:
Chateaubriand

Brunch

Jr. Sunday Sailing

Seafood Buffet

CYCWA Board
Mtg.

Flotilla Business
Mtg.

CYCWA Painting
Aficionados

Sunset Book Club

20 Bridge Mtg.

Wine and Cheese

Kids Movie
Night

2119

2 Head of Marina Rowing Regatta
9 Commodores Ball
16 UCLA vs. USC Football Game
21 Wine and Cheese 

21 Kids Movie Night
28 Thanksgiving Day Dinner
30 Build Your Own Gingerbread House

Thanksgiving Day

Thanksgiving
Day Dinner

Build Your Own
Gingerbread
House

Dinner for Two:
Chateaubriand

Holiday Dock
Party

MdR Holiday
Boat Parade

Toys for Tots
Dinner
(no a la carte
Dining)

Holiday Brunch
and Tree
Trimming




